
 
CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 

SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA 

875 Cotton St. at Texas Ave, 71101 (318) 222-3325 
Mail: P.O. Box 1627, 71165-1627 Email: church@churchholycross.org  
 

THE TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
THE HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE II 

August 16, 2026 ............................................................................................................................................. 11:00 a.m. 

The Rev. Garrett Boyte, Celebrant 
 

The liturgy is found in the red Book of Common Prayer (Prayer Book).  

Hymns are in the blue Hymnal 1982, after the Service Music (S-) section. 
 

ORGAN PRELUDE ........................................ Meditation on STRACATHRO ............... W.S. Lloyd Webber (1914–1982) 
(“O for a thousand tongues to sing”) 

 

THE WORD OF GOD 

HYMN 360 ............................................. Only-begotten, Word of God eternal .................................................. ROUEN 

The liturgy continues on Page 355 of the Prayer Book. 

OPENING ACCLAMATION 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; 

People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

COLLECT FOR PURITY 

The Celebrant may say 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify 

your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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SONG OF PRAISE ............................................................................................................................ John Rutter (b. 1945) 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice for sin, and also an example of godly 

life: Give us grace to receive thankfully the fruits of his redeeming work, and to follow daily in the blessed 

steps of his most holy life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

THE FIRST LESSON ...................................................................................................................................Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 

Thus says the LORD: 

Maintain justice, and do what is right, 

for soon my salvation will come, 

and my deliverance be revealed. 

And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, 

to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD, 

and to be his servants, 

all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it, 

and hold fast my covenant– 

these I will bring to my holy mountain, 

and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 

their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 

will be accepted on my altar; 

for my house shall be called a house of prayer 

for all peoples. 

Thus says the Lord GOD, 

who gathers the outcasts of Israel, 

I will gather others to them 

besides those already gathered. 

PSALM 67 ......................................................................... Simplified Anglican chant: Robert Knox Kennedy (b. 1945) 

 
One measure of music is sung per half-verse, changing pitch at the slash mark. 

1 May God be merciful to us and / bless us, * 

show us the light of his countenance 

and / come to us. 

2 Let your ways be known upon / earth, * 

your saving health among all / nations. 

3 Let the peoples praise you, O / God; * 

let all the peoples / praise you. 

4 Let the nations be glad and sing for / joy, * 

for you judge the peoples with equity 

and guide all the nations upon / earth. 
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5 Let the peoples praise you, O / God; * 

let all the peoples / praise you. 

6 The earth has brought forth her / increase; * 

may God, our own God, give us his / blessing. 

Second half of chant. 

7 May God give us his / blessing, * 

and may all the ends of the earth stand in / awe of him. 

 

THE EPISTLE ................................................................................................................................ Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 

I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a 

member of the tribe of Benjamin. God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. 

For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. Just as you were once disobedient to God but have now 

received mercy because of their disobedience, so they have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy 

shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be 

merciful to all. 

 

HYMN ........................................................... God of mercy, God of grace ............................................................... DIX 

 
Words: Henry Francis Lyte (1793–1847), alt. 

Music: DIX, melody by Conrad Kocher (1786–1872); arr. W.H. Monk; harm. The English Hymnal, 1906 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL ............................................................................................................................. Matthew 15:10-28 

Jesus called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand: it is not what goes into the mouth that 

defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” Then the disciples approached and said to 

him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took offense when they heard what you said?” He answered, “Every plant 

that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And 

if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a pit.” But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” 

Then he said, “Are you also still without understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters 

the stomach, and goes out into the sewer? But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is 

what defiles. For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander. 

These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.” 

Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just then a Canaanite woman from that 

region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a 

demon.” But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she 

keeps shouting after us.” He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” But she came and 

knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to 

the dogs.” She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” Then Jesus 

answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed 

instantly. 

 

SERMON ...................................................................................................................................... The Rev. Garrett Boyte 

 

THE NICENE CREED ......................................................................................................................... Prayer Book, p. 358 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Form IV .......................................................................................... Prayer Book, p. 388 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN ......................................................................................................................... Prayer Book, p. 360 

 

THE PEACE 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

HYMN 408 ............................................. Sing praise to God who reigns above ...............................MIT FREUDEN ZART 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING – EUCHARISTIC PRAYER A ............................................................... Prayer Book, p. 361 
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SANCTUS ................................................................. Grayson Warren Brown (1948–2023), A Mass for a Soulfull People 
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FRACTION ANTHEM ................................................................................................................. Peter Crisafulli (b. 1946) 

 

 

All baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Eucharist in The Episcopal Church. If you are not comfortable receiving the 

Eucharist, you are invited to receive a blessing instead. Simply cross your arms over your chest at the altar rail to indicate that 

you would prefer a blessing. You are also welcome to remain seated. We encourage you to do whatever is authentic to your 

beliefs and comfortable to your convictions. 

AT THE ADMINISTRATION 

 HYMN 321 ............................................. My God, thy table now is spread ........................................... ROCKINGHAM 

 HYMN 469 ........................................... There’s a wideness in God’s mercy ............................................. ST. HELENA 

 

THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION .................................................................................................. Prayer Book, p. 366 

THE BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 

 

HYMN 371 ................................................... Thou, whose almighty Word ...................................................... MOSCOW 

 

ORGAN POSTLUDE ............................... Allein Gott in der Höh sei Ehr’ (H#421) ................... F.W. Zachow (1663–1712) 

 

This week we remember Wilma Cullins, Helen S. Fish, Daisy Fern Jones, Jack Dempsey Mays, 

Baby McKay, and Nell Sanders Trigg, buried from Holy Cross. 

The flowers on the high altar this morning are given to the glory of God 

and in memory of Joseph Robert McHam and Harry Fowle III by Melissa Fowle. 
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Welcome to the Church of the Holy Cross! Our community is grounded in Baptism, Eucharist, prayer, and 

service. For it is in these things that we answer the call of our Lord to love God and love our neighbor. 

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE 
Sunday 

Holy Eucharist, 9:00 a.m. (Chapel) 

Rector’s forum, 9:45 a.m. (Undercroft) 

Holy Eucharist, 11:00 a.m. (Nave) 

Tuesday 
Morning Prayer, 8:30 a.m. (Chapel) 

Wednesday 
Sung Morning Prayer, 8:30 a.m. (Quire) 

Reading group, 10:00 a.m. (Library) 

Thursday 
Morning Prayer, 8:30 a.m. (Quire) 

Morning Prayer, 9:00 a.m. (Hope House) 

Friday 
Morning Prayer, 8:30 a.m. (Chapel) 

Monday–Saturday 
Daily Office, 6:00 p.m. (Online) 

There will be no Noon Eucharist this Wednesday. 

The card-writing ministry meets every First Thursday of the month at 10:30 in the Library. 

The reading group meets every First and Third Wednesday of the month at 10:00 in the Library. 

 

Lay leadership training sessions will be held after the 11:00 service. 

All who have an interest in serving as an usher or acolyte during the service are encouraged to attend! 

The next training, for ushers, will be held next Sunday, August 23. 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS ............................................................................... SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA 

The Most Reverend Sean Rowe, Ph.D., D.D. ............................ XXVIII PRESIDING BISHOP OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

The Right Reverend Jacob W. Owensby, Ph.D., D.D. ............................................. IV BISHOP OF WESTERN LOUISIANA 

 

The Rev. J. Garrett Boyte, M.Div. ................... RECTOR 

The Rev. Mary B. Richard ................ RECTOR EMERITA 

The Rev. Donald D. Heacock ......... PRIEST ASSOCIATE 

The Rev. Lois Maberry, M.P.C. ...................... DEACON 

Benjamin Gessner, M.M. ..... ORGANIST/CHOIRMASTER 

Jacob Donaldson, M.B.A. ....... PARISH ADMINISTRATOR 

 

 

Ryan Eubanks ......................... MULTIMEDIA MANAGER 

Marie Boudreaux ................................. VIDEOGRAPHER 

Brian Jackson ................................................... SEXTON 

Donna Earnest ......................................... HOPE HOUSE 

Joy Porter .................................................. HOPE HOUSE 

Larry Murff ............................................... HOPE HOUSE 

Jason Goetz .............................................. HOPE HOUSE

 


