
 
CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 

SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA 

875 Cotton St. at Texas Ave, 71101 (318) 222-3325 
Mail: P.O. Box 1627, 71165-1627 Email: church@churchholycross.org 
 

THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS DAY 
THE HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE II 

January 4, 2026 .............................................................................................................................................. 11:00 a.m. 

The Rev. Garrett Boyte, Celebrant 
 

The liturgy is found in the red Book of Common Prayer (Prayer Book).  

Hymns and Service Music (S) are in the blue Hymnal 1982. 
 

ORGAN PRELUDE ......................... Theme and Varations on Il est ne, le divin enfant ......... Marcel Dupré (1886–1971) 

(“He is born, the divine Christ-child”) 

THE WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

THE WORD OF GOD 

HYMN 102 ...................................................... Once in royal David’s city .............................. IRBY; v. 6 arr. Paul Halley 

The liturgy continues on Page 355 of the Prayer Book. 

OPENING ACCLAMATION 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

COLLECT FOR PURITY 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO S-278 ..................................................................................... William Mathias (1934–1992) 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY   

O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human nature: Grant 

that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus 

Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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THE FIRST LESSON ................................................................................................................................ Jeremiah 31:7-14 

Thus says the LORD: 

Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 

and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 

proclaim, give praise, and say, 

“Save, O LORD, your people, 

the remnant of Israel.” 

See, I am going to bring them from the land 

of the north, 

and gather them from the farthest 

parts of the earth, 

among them the blind and the lame, those 

with child and 

those in labor, together; 

a great company, they shall return here. 

With weeping they shall come, 

and with consolations I will lead them back, 

I will let them walk by brooks of water, 

in a straight path in which they shall 

not stumble; 

for I have become a father to Israel, 

and Ephraim is my firstborn. 

Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, 

and declare it in the coastlands far away; 

say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him, 

and will keep him as a shepherd a 

flock.”

 

For the LORD has ransomed Jacob, 

and has redeemed him from hands 

too strong for him. 

They shall come and sing aloud on the height 

of Zion, 

and they shall be radiant over the 

goodness of the LORD, 

over the grain, the wine, and the oil, 

and over the young of the flock and the herd; 

their life shall become like a watered garden, 

and they shall never languish again. 

Then shall the young women rejoice in the 

dance, 

and the young men and the old shall 

be merry. 

I will turn their mourning into joy, 

I will comfort them, and give them 

gladness for sorrow. 

I will give the priests their fill of fatness, 

and my people shall be satisfied with 

my bounty, 

says the LORD. 
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PSALM 84 ....................................................................................... Anglican chant: George A. Macfarren (1813–1887) 
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THE EPISTLE ............................................................................................................................... Ephesians 1:3-6, 15-19a 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing 

in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless 

before him in love. He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good 

pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason I do not cease 

to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 

of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your 

heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious 

inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe. 

 

HYMN 117 ......................................Brightest and best of the stars of the morning ............................. MORNING STAR 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL .................................................................................................................... Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23 

After the wise men had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up, take the child 

and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to 

destroy him.” Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, and remained 

there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out 

of Egypt I have called my son.” 

 

When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, “Get up, take 

the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.” Then 

Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus 

was ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, 

he went away to the district of Galilee. There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been 

spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazorean.” 

 

SERMON ...................................................................................................................................... The Rev. Garrett Boyte 

THE NICENE CREED ......................................................................................................................... Prayer Book, p. 358 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Form V ........................................................................................... Prayer Book, p. 389 

CONFESSION OF SIN ......................................................................................................................... Prayer Book, p. 360 

THE PEACE  
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THE HOLY COMMUNION 

HYMN ............................................................... Unto us a boy is born! ............. PUER NOBIS NASCITUR; arr. Willcocks 

 

Words: Latin carol, 15th century; tr. Percy Dearmer (1867–1936) Music: PUER NOBIS NASCITUR, melody from Piae Cantiones, 1582 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING – EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B ............................................................... Prayer Book, p. 367 

SANCTUS S-130 ......................................................................................... Franz Schubert (1797–1828), Deutsche Messe 

FRACTION ANTHEM S-164 ............................................................................................. Franz Schubert, Deutsche Messe 

 

All Baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Eucharist in The Episcopal Church. If you are not comfortable receiving the 

Eucharist, you are invited to receive a blessing instead. Simply cross your arms over your chest at the altar rail to indicate that you 

would prefer a blessing. You are also welcome to remain seated. We encourage you to do whatever is authentic to your beliefs and 

comfortable to your convictions. 

 

AT THE ADMINISTRATION 

 ORGAN .................................................. Interlude on the Coventry Carol ........... W.S. Lloyd Webber (1914–1982) 

(Hymn #247) 
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 ORGAN ............................................. The Holy Boy (A Carol of the Nativity) .................. John Ireland (1879–1962) 

 HYMN 679 ............................................... Surely it is God who saves me ....................................... THOMAS MERTON 

 

THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION .................................................................................................. Prayer Book, p. 365 

 

THE BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 

 

HYMN 93 .................................................. Angels, from the realms of glory ...................................... REGENT SQUARE; 

v. 4 arr. Houlihan 

 

ORGAN POSTLUDE ....................................................... Carillon ...................................... Herbert Murrill (1909–1952) 

 
 

The flowers on the high altar are given to the glory of God 

and in memory of The Reverend Kenneth W. Paul and Kathleen Norman Paul. 

The flowers in the stands are given to the glory of God and in memory of Mellie George and Newton Jefferson Paul Sr., 

Raymond Davis Millener, Linda Mercer Floyd, and James Graceton Floyd Sr. 

 

This week we remember Robert S. Brown, Agnes Louise Deas, Louise Bulkley Eglin, Henry Marshall Furman, Mark H. 

Gathmann, Audria Kay Hudson Hardy, Louise Compton Kneipp, Helen Snipes Long, Albert Sidney Simmons, and Charles 

Willis, buried from Holy Cross. 
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Poinsettias are Given to the Glory of God 

and in Memory of 

Charlie and Aloha Colson 

By The Colson Family 

Barbara and Nick Skrivanos 

by The Colson 

and Skrivanos Families 

Our grandparents: 

Daniel and Helen Hadwin, and 

Winford and Ruby Boatright; 

and all of our dearly departed 

by Elizabeth and Rick Hadwin 

Pembroke Howe, Grace Moreau, 

Blanche Jolivet, William Moreau, 

and Margaret Moreau 

by Pembroke Roeder 

Harry Mahlen 

by Carolyn Mahlen and children 

The Lacour Family 

and the Davis Family 

by Beth Lacour 

Shannon Hudson Terry 

and Boyce Pate 

by Georgie Gleason 

Ralph and Irene Sharp, 

Mildred and George Hellyer 

by John and Peggy Hellyer 

The Rev. James Fetterman 

by Pete Fetterman

Becky Gerardy 

by Scott Gerardy 

Michael Joseph Wilkerson 

by Mike and Laura Wilkerson 

Charlotte and Herschel Richard, 

Mackey and Jack Brownfield, 

The Rev. Kenneth Paul, 

Thomas Bruce Power, 

and Ronald Dean 

by The Rev. Mary 

and Herschel Richard 

John Gale Horton, 

James Robinson Tinsley, 

James Madison Tinsley, 

Louise Robinson Tinsley, 

Harry Bernard Donaldson 

Joyce Nadine Donaldson, 

Ian Hylton Donaldson 

James Bernard Donaldson, 

John Woodrow Davis, 

and Clara Faye Spitzer 

by Jacob Donaldson 

Bob Searcy, Esmé Hipwell, 

Mamie Spence, 

Helen M. Raymond, 

T. Drummond Chantler III, 

Sam Myers, 

The Rev. G. Robert Phelan, 

Conrad Soderstrom, 

and C. Donald Hale

Reece Middleton, 

Louis and 

Mary Margaret Boudreaux, 

Mary Lou and Wilson Spencer, 

Frank and Thelma Middleton, 

and Richard and Margaret Amacker 

by Marshall Middleton 

 

and in Honor of 

Dr. Austin Gleason and Judy Pate 

by Georgie Gleason 

Billie Jean Horton 

by Jacob Donaldson 

Jim Owen 

and in Celebration of 

Sara and Emily Wilkerson, 

Jack and Matt Dupre 

by Mike and Laura Wilkerson 

Hope House staff and volunteers 

by Mary Barrett 

and in Thanksgiving for 

Our many blessings 

by Gerald and Tommie Sue Brooks 



Welcome to the Church of the Holy Cross! Our community is grounded in Baptism, Eucharist, prayer, and 

service. For it is in these things that we answer the call of our Lord to love God and love our neighbor. 

 

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE 

Sunday  .................................................................................................... Holy Eucharist, 9:00 (Chapel) & 11:00 a.m. 

Tuesday ................................................................................................................... Epiphany Mass, 10:00 a.m. (Quire) 

Wednesday ...................................................................................................................... Holy Eucharist, Noon (Quire) 

Thursday ....................................................................................................... Morning Prayer, 9:00 a.m. (Hope House) 

Monday–Saturday ....................................................................................................... Daily Office, 6:00 p.m. (Online) 

 

There is no Continuing Feast after today’s 11:00 service. 

 

Holy Cross’s annual parish meeting will take place on Sunday, February 1, after 11:00 Eucharist. 

 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS .................................................................... SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA 

The Most Reverend Sean Rowe, Ph.D., D.D. 

PRESIDING BISHOP OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

The Right Reverend Jacob W. Owensby, Ph.D., D.D. 

IV BISHOP OF WESTERN LOUISIANA 

  

The Reverend J. Garrett Boyte, M.Div................................................................................................................ RECTOR 

The Reverend Mary B. Richard ............................................................................................................ RECTOR EMERITA 

The Reverend Donald D. Heacock ..................................................................................................... PRIEST ASSOCIATE 

The Reverend Lois Maberry ............................................................................................................................... DEACON 

Benjamin Gessner, M.M. ......................................................................................................... ORGANIST/CHOIRMASTER 

Jacob Donaldson, M.B.A. ........................................................................................................... PARISH ADMINISTRATOR 

Ryan Eubanks ............................................................................................................................. MULTIMEDIA MANAGER 

Marie Boudreaux ..................................................................................................................................... VIDEOGRAPHER 

Brian Jackson ....................................................................................................................................................... SEXTON 

Donna Earnest ............................................................................................................................................. HOPE HOUSE 

Joy Porter ...................................................................................................................................................... HOPE HOUSE 

Larry Murff ................................................................................................................................................... HOPE HOUSE 

Jason Goetz .................................................................................................................................................. HOPE HOUSE 


