
 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 
SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA 

 
CHRISTMAS DAY: 

THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 
December 25, 2025 

 
THE HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE II 

9:00 a.m. 
 

The Rev. Garrett Boyte, Celebrant 
 

The liturgy is found in the red Book of Common Prayer (Prayer Book). 

Hymns and Service Music (S) are in the blue Hymnal 1982. 
 

ORGAN Vom Himmel hoch (Hymn #80) J. Pachelbel 

 

THE WORD OF GOD 
HYMN 80 From heaven above VOM HIMMEL HOCH 
 

The liturgy continues on Page 355 of the Prayer Book. 
 

OPENING ACCLAMATION 
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
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COLLECT FOR PURITY  
 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO S-278 ................................ William Mathias 
 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 
THE FIRST LESSON .......................................................... Isaiah 52:7-10 
How beautiful upon the mountains 
 are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 
who brings good news, who announces salvation, 
 who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 
Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing for joy; 
 for in plain sight they see the return of the LORD to Zion. 
Break forth together into singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; 
for the LORD has comforted his people, 
 he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations; 
and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 
 
PSALM 98 ........................................................... Plainsong, tone VIII.ii 

The cantor chants the Psalm. 
Sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things. 
With his right hand and his holy arm  
 has he won for himself the victory. 
The LORD has made known his victory;  
 his righteousness has he openly shown in 
  the sight of the nations. 
He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel,  

and all the ends of the earth have seen the 
  victory of our God. 
Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands;  
 lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 
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Sing to the LORD with the harp, 
 with the harp and the voice of song. 
With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
 shout with joy before the King, the LORD. 
Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, 

the lands and those who dwell therein. 
Let the rivers clap their hands, 
 and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, 

when he comes to judge the earth. 
In righteousness shall he judge the world  
 and the peoples with equity. 
 
THE EPISTLE ................................................................. Hebrews 1:1-12 
Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by 
the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, 
whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also 
created the worlds. He is the reflection of God's glory and the exact 
imprint of God's very being, and he sustains all things by his 
powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat 
down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as 
much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more 
excellent than theirs. 
 
For to which of the angels did God ever say, 

“You are my Son; today I have begotten you”? 
 
Or again, 

“I will be his Father, and he will be my Son”? 
 
And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, 

“Let all God's angels worship him.” 
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Of the angels he says, 
“He makes his angels winds, and his servants flames of fire.” 

But of the Son he says, 
“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, 
and the righteous scepter is the scepter of your kingdom. 
 You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; 
 therefore God, your God, has anointed you 
  with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.” 
 
And, 

“In the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth, 
 and the heavens are the work of your hands; 
they will perish, but you remain; 
 they will all wear out like clothing; 
like a cloak you will roll them up, and like clothing they will 
be changed. 
But you are the same, and your years will never end.” 

 
HYMN 107 Good Christian friends, rejoice IN DULCI JUBILO 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL ............................................................ John 1:1-14 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things 
came into being through him, and without him not one thing came 
into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life 
was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overcome it. 
 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as 
a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through 
him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 
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The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the 
world. 
 
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; 
yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and 
his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, 
who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of 
God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of 
the will of man, but of God. 
 
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen 
his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. 
 
SERMON ........................................................... The Rev. Garrett Boyte 
 
THE NICENE CREED .............................................. Prayer Book, p. 358 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Form V ................ Prayer Book, p. 389 
 
CONFESSION OF SIN .............................................. Prayer Book, p. 360 
 
THE PEACE 
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
HYMN 105 God rest you merry, gentlemen GOD REST YOU 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING – PRAYER B Prayer Book, p. 367 
 
SANCTUS S-130 Franz Schubert 
 
FRACTION ANTHEM S-164 Franz Schubert 
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AT THE ADMINISTRATION 

 ANTHEM Corde natus ex Parentis Sanctus trope, 11th c. 

The anthem text may be found at Hymn #82. 
 
THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION Prayer Book, p. 366 
 
THE BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 
 
HYMN Go, tell it on the mountain GO, TELL IT 

The hymn may be found on the following page. 
 

ORGAN Go tell it Richard Elliott 
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Words: Spiritual, adapt. J.W. Work Jr. Music: GO, TELL IT, Spiritual; arr. W.F. Smith 
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Welcome to the Church of the Holy Cross! 
Our community is grounded in Baptism, Eucharist, prayer, and 

service. For it is in these things that we answer the call of our Lord 
to love God and love our neighbor. 
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