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The Rector’s 2025 Reading & Watch List 
As we approach the end of the year, this will 
be our last issue of Crossings for 2025! And 
for the last few years, I’ve used this final issue 
to highlight some of the books and articles 
that I’ve read this year that might be of 
interest to our readers. So, here are some of 
my reading materials, in no particular order, 
that you might find worth your time in 2026.  

 

Bound Together: Baptism, Eucharist and the Church 
by Shawn Strout  

Bound Together is an examination and historical 
survey of the practice of Christian Baptism 

and Eucharist. Strout offers an appropriately thorough look at how exactly 
Baptism and Eucharist have historically fit together and offers a compelling 
historical and theological case for why Baptism should continue to precede 
Eucharist in the doctrine of our church.  

 

Jesus and the Church: The Foundation of the Church in the New Testament and Modern 
Theology by Paul Avis.  

Avis has produced here a massive work that in many ways might serve better 
as a reference book than a cover-to-cover read. The topic is ecclesiology, and 
the book offers a survey of various understandings of the Church across time 
and from many thinkers across many traditions. While most people would 
not be tempted to crack this one open (after all, I only read this because I had 
to for a class this summer), I know there are more than a few of you who will 
find this a worthwhile use of your time.  
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9 a.m. (Chapel) 
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Daily Office 
Monday-Saturday  
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Good Taste, Bad Taste, Christian Taste: Aesthetics in Religious Life by Frank Burch Brown.  

This is a fun, respectful review of the importance and effect of aesthetics in religious 
life and worship. Burch takes a somewhat clinical approach in his examination of 
church aesthetics, but his theological reflections are deeply informed and faithful. If 
you’ve ever been interested in art or have remarked about the beauty of a holy place, 
then this book should be on your shelf.  

 

When Church Stops Working: A Future for Congregations Beyond More Money, Programs and 
Innovations by Andy Root and Blair Bertrand.  

This is an excellent book for anyone involved (or thinking of getting involved) in church leadership. Root and 
Bertrand offer a somewhat counterintuitive idea about how church should or shouldn’t work. At the root of it (no 
pun intended) is the insistence that the Gospel is not found in filling up the church calendar with activities but in 
making space and time for Christ. We can often feel that if we aren’t moving forward then we must be moving 
backward, but that’s not always the case. Sometimes we’re called to just sit still, as individuals and 
congregations.  Put another way, if your answer to the question of “What does the Church need” is “more people,” 
“more money,” or “more programs,” then this book will give you something to think about.  

For poetry this year, I started my year with WB Yeats’ “The Second Coming.” In this time of uncertainty, the 
opening sentiment struck me deeply. “Things fall apart; the center cannot hold.” Yeats was writing of World War I 
with a conclusion that reads as eerily prescient following World War II. If, like me, you find some degree of comfort 
in the recognition that we have been somewhere before, then I recommend taking an afternoon to sit with this one.  

A movie trailer this year highlighted a new poem for me that I hadn’t heard before. “Boots” by Rudyard Kipling. 
Another war poem, this time about the Second Boer War in South Africa in 1900. If you pull this one up, do 
yourself a favor and be sure to read it out loud. “I—'ave—marched—six—weeks in 'Ell an' certify 

It—is—not—fire—devils, dark, or anything, 

But boots—boots—boots—boots—movin' up an' down again.” 

 

WH Auden has long been my favorite poet as I can’t help but feel some kindred 
connection to another Episcopalian married (as Auden himself would call it) to a Jew. 
One of his poems that I’ve not yet mentioned is “Night Mail” which takes us on a 
journey north to Scotland on the mail train. The poem is a fun little trip, but Auden hits 
us at the end with the poet’s task, “And none will hear the postman’s knock Without a 
quickening of the heart, For who can bear to feel himself forgotten.” 

Auden’s Christmas Day letter written in 1941 to Chester is always a favorite. Despite 
the circumstances around when Auden wrote the letter (Chester had been unfaithful), I 
nonetheless find it moving. “Because I believe in your creative gift, and because I rely 
absolutely upon your critical judgement; As this morning I think of the magi, I think of 
you.” It’s worth a read for any other couples as surely at least one line can apply to any 
spouse, and maybe it will open up new ways of thinking about Christmas (but maybe 
just skip over the lines about the sailors).  



And lastly, I can’t discuss Auden’s poetry without bringing up my annual reading of For the Time Being: A Christmas 
Oratorio. I’ve read this 1500-line poem every year around Christmastime. Unlike the other poems mentioned here, 
this one cannot be found online in full (or at least I have not found it). But I encourage you to spend the 20 dollars 
to buy the critical edition edited by Alan Jacobs and published by Princeton University Press. Jacobs’ introduction 
and notes are worth the price of admission in their own right. But the poem itself, while a tad long, can easily be 
read in an hour or so, and his meditations on the Incarnation have become an intrinsic part of Christmas for me.  

The last bit of media I’d like to recommend isn’t a book or poem, but a movie. I recently watched “Wake Up, Dead 
Man” directed by Rian Johnson and starring an ensemble cast led by Daniel Craig and Josh O’Connor. The movie is 
the third installment of Johnson’s “Knives Out” whodunnits. The movie follows the classic “locked room” mystery 
set up when a priest is murdered in the church on Good Friday and Benoit Blanc teams up with the young assistant 
priest to solve the crime. (By the way, I have been sorely disappointed that priesthood has involved far fewer 
opportunities to solve crimes than Father Brown or Grantchester had led me to believe). The reason, however, that I 
include this movie on this list is that I think it’s probably the most respectful movie about the priesthood, or even 
just the ministry of Church in general, that I’ve seen in the last decade. It does not pull any punches in its criticism 
of the Church or her priests. But it also shows that Johnson clearly did his homework in its examination of the 
motivations, struggles, joys, fears and desires of those who come to the priesthood, and all while solving a murder 
most foul!  

Fr. Garrett 
Opportunities to Serve 

Acolyte: Acolytes are responsible for leading the procession, carrying the cross, 
lighting the candles, and assisting the priest with setting the altar during the service. 
Acolytes can be any age.  
 
Eucharistic Minister: This is a ministry licensed by the bishop and requires 
Confirmation. Eucharistic Ministers serve the chalice at communion. This is a 
wonderful ministry for any who feels a particular connection to the Eucharist and 
sharing the graces of that holy meal.  
 

Altar Guild: This ministry is perfect for introverts. It’s a quiet, often unseen, ministry that prepares the building for 
worship by setting out all of the Eucharistic vessels, linens, etc., and by cleaning everything used at communion and 
putting it back in its place. Altar Guild members show up about 30 minutes early to set up and stay behind to wash 
the vessels after the service.  
 
Usher: This ministry is perfect for extroverts! Ushers greet and welcome people to the Church. This is a very 
important ministry because it provides a first impression for any visitors. Ushers hand out bulletins before the 
service, take up the offering during the service, and bring forward the gifts at the Eucharist. We’d love for 3 or 4 
more people to join us in this ministry. 
 

The Fullness of Time 
As the Incarnational cycle begins, I am reminded of four interwoven ideas that shape how we understand music 

in liturgy: timing, completeness, context, and pairing of text and tune. Here I discuss five hymns for Advent and 
Christmastide that exemplify these ideas. 

“O come, O come, Emmanuel” is a poetic form of the Great O Antiphons, which date at least to the 700s AD. 
Traditionally, the Antiphons were sung at Vespers with the Magnificat in the final week of Advent. Each antiphon’s 
date is included next to each stanza within the score of the hymn (Hymn #56). Additionally, the addresses of the 
original Antiphons, which are 

• Sapientia (Wisdom), 
• Adonai (Hebrew for “my LORD,” used in place of the Proper Name of God), 
• Radix Jesse (Root of Jesse), 
• Clavis David (Key of David), 



• Oriens (Dayspring), 
• Rex gentium (King of the nations), 
• and Emmanuel (God is with us) 

spell an acrostic in reverse: ERO CRAS – Latin for “I shall be present tomorrow.” For all these reasons, it’s my 
custom to reserve singing the hymn until the very end of the Fourth Sunday of Advent. But for those who feel 
they’ve been missing out or fear they will by being absent on December 21, the Anglican chant for the Psalm each 
Sunday in Advent is excerpted from my arrangement of the hymn. (That being said, there is a heightened intensity 
and sense of fulfillment in singing a complete text such as this, whether as the hymn, or at Vespers with the 
Magnificat!) 
 While text is an important component of hymnody, the pairing of a particular tune can support, amplify, or 
even clash with a text. In the case of “O little town of Bethlehem,” the well-known tune ST. LOUIS (H#79) was 
expressly written for the text just a few years after the poem’s composition. The Rt. Rev. Phillips Brooks (Bishop of 
Massachusetts, 1891–1893) composed the text during his tenure as Rector of Holy Trinity, Philadelphia. He was 
first inspired to write the poem while visiting the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem on Christmas Eve, 1865. 
Lewis H. Redner, Fr. Brooks’s organist at Holy Trinity, composed the tune after the text had undergone revisions 
by the author. Like Fr. Brooks, Redner was struck by inspiration on Christmas Eve, three years later. I have come to 
be firmly attached to singing this during the ministration of communion on Christmas Eve. The latter three stanzas 
particularly feel most fitting during Communion on the Eve of the Nativity: 

How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is given…where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in. 
Where…misery cries out to thee…where charity stands watching, and faith holds wide the door, the dark night wakes, 
and Christmas comes once more. 
O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today…O come to us, 
abide with us, our Lord, Emmanuel! 

A carol which lies at the “pivot point” between Christmas and Epiphany is “The first Nowell” (H#109). 
Even more so than “O come, O come, Emmanuel,” here we have a hymn that exemplifies the need to sing a 
complete text. Shall we ignore the shepherds? Leave the Magi at the front door of the stable? Or will we ourselves 
not lift our heart and song to the Lord of heaven, who “with his blood our life hath bought”? I don’t mean to say 
that there are never pastoral or logistical considerations to “break apart” or excerpt from this hymn – for instance, 
for a children’s pageant or a carol sing (join us at 10:30 p.m. on Christmas Eve to sing for a few minutes before 
Midnight Mass begins!). But especially on the First and often only Sunday of Christmas, we try to apprehend the 
magnitude of the Logos assuming flesh for us poor, ornery creatures while glimpsing Epiphany, just ahead. 
 Also important to a hymn is its wider context: when and how it comes to be sung, and how it is received. 
Among my favorite examples of subverting an original context is “Once in royal David’s city” (H#102). To the 
Anglican Communion and faithful listeners around the world, this is the definitive opening hymn of the Festival of 
Nine Lessons and Carols at King’s College, Cambridge. The procession has begun with a treble chorister singing the 
first stanza a cappella since the second service of Lessons and Carols at King’s in 1919. The poem is a stunning 
juxtaposition of kenosis (God’s self-emptying to take on human flesh), the imminence of God dwelling with us in 
flesh, and high Christology (the exaltation of Christ in all his majesty), a summation of the mystery of the 
Incarnation. 

We, like Mary, rest confounded that a stable should display heaven’s Word, the world’s creator, cradled there on 
Christmas Day… 
For he is our lifelong pattern; daily, when on earth he grew…tears and smiles like us he knew… 
Not in that poor lowly stable...we shall see him; but in heaven, where his saints his throne surround: Christ, revealed 
to faithful eye, set at God’s right hand on high. 

The poem was first written by Cecil Frances Alexander (1818–1895), best known for her hymns for children. 
Ironically, the intended audience of the hymn is clear as day at this grandiose service of the Anglican tradition, 
which includes a stanza present in earlier hymnals and removed from the 1982: 

And, through all his wondrous childhood, he would honor and obey, love, and watch the lowly maiden, in whose gentle 
arms he lay; Christian children all must be mild, obedient, good as he. 

 Yet another hymn that sits between and within both Christmas and Epiphany is “In the bleak midwinter.” 
Most of Christina Rosetti’s poem is focused on the harsh environment (more akin to her native London than 
Palestine’s winter climes) and the familiar images of Christmas night and Epiphany: angels, archangels, the Theotokos, 



shepherds and sages. But to focus only on the temperature or decibel level in Bethlehem (as in “Silent night”) is to 
miss the heart of the poem: its message of self-dedication. 

Yet what I can I give him—give my heart. 
For this reason, we sing it on the Feast of the Epiphany – when we move away from the infant in the manger and 
toward the earthly life and mission of Jesus, who will be calling his apostles in just a few weeks’ liturgical time. 

Ben Gessner 
 

Calendar of Events 
Sundays Holy Eucharist, Rite II   9:00 am  Chapel 
 Parish Choir rehearsal   9:45 am  Nave 
 Holy Eucharist, Rite II   11:00 am  Nave 
Tuesdays Morning Prayer, Rite II  10:00 am  Chapel  
Mondays, Tuesdays Evening Prayer, Rite II   6:00 pm  Online 
Wednesdays Holy Eucharist, Rite II   12:00 pm  Quire 
Thursdays Morning Prayer, Rite II  9:00 am  Hope House 
Thursdays, Fridays Evening Prayer, Rite II   6:00 pm  Online 
Saturdays Compline    6:00 pm  Online 
 
Wednesday, December 24 Christmas Eve Vigil Mass  5:00 p.m.  Nave 
 Carol sing    10:30 p.m.  Nave 
 Christmas Eve Midnight Mass  11:00 p.m.  Nave 
Thursday, December 25 Christmas Day Mass   9:00 a.m.  Quire 
Tuesday, January 6 Epiphany Mass    10:00 a.m.  Quire 

 
Prayer List 

Alex and Betty 
Suzanne Barber 
Gerald Bates 
Burton Bible 
Kyle, Bridget, and Ryker Bell 
Ellen Dunlop Belote 
Rhonda Blount 
Margaret Boudreaux 
Gerald Brooks 
Martha Brotherton 
Jack Carlisle 
Mike-y Carlisle 
Frank Dodson 
Jean Dooley 
Aaron Elliott 
Anne Fellers 
Julie Folse 
Patricia Forrest 
Gaye Garbarino 
Wes Gearhart 
John August Gianforte 
John Joseph Gianforte 
Albert Gladney 
Georgie Gleason 
Austin Gleason 

Laura Gresham 
James Griffith 
Richard and Sandra Hadwin 
Kaylee Hampton 
Connie Harmon 
Dick Hatch 
Zoe Hathaway 
Ryan, Jackie, and Charles-   
         Thomas Hathaway 
Peggy and John Hellyer 
Robert and Jim 
Cameron Huddleston 
Peggy Kirkland and family   
Maurine Locke  
Peggy Maddox 
Terry Mahlen  
Robert Matthews 
Suzanne Mazdra 
Bill and Cheryl McBride 
Katie McCranie 
Della McCranie 
Michelle 
Barbara Middleton 
Reece D. Middleton 
Lindsey Middleton 

Dr. Jim Owen 
Scott Porter 
Herschel Richard 
Pembroke Roeder 
Josie Rogers 
Sierra Ryan 
Steve Sasser 
Patti Shelton 
Mr. Stoma 
James Susla 
Amanda Taylor 
Doris Taylor 
The Taylor Family 
Robert Todd 
Sara Townsend 
Louis Wallace 
Patti Whatley  
Laura Wilkerson 
Robert Willis 
Mary Wright                   
Sheryl Wright              
Bill Wright 
Avery Wright 
Becca Wright 
Levi Jameson Wright 



Service Music and Hymns 

 

 
 
 

 
 

The Fourth Sunday of Advent: December 21, 2025 
Mass: Robinson and Schubert Deutschemesse 
Psalm 80: Double Anglican chant – Gessner, based on VENI EMMANUEL 
Anthems: Rorate caeli – Plainsong, mode I; Joseph dearest, Joseph mine – arr. Kirkby 
Hymns: 497, 260, 262 (Christe sanctorum), 66, 56 
Organ: Pifa (Pastoral Symphony) from Messiah – G.F. Handel; 
Fugue and Final on Veni Redemptor gentium – M. de Jong 
 

The Nativity of Our Lord: Christmas Eve – December 24, 2025, 5:00 and 11:00 p.m. 
Mass: Mathias and Schubert Deutschemesse 
Psalm 96: Anglican chant – G.A. Macfarren (5 p.m.); Plainsong, tone VIII (11 p.m.) 
Hymns: 83, 87, 79, 111, 100 
Anthem (5 p.m.): What sweeter music – R. Vaughan Williams 
Anthem (11 p.m.): I wonder as I wander – Appalachian carol, collected by John Jacob Niles 
Organ: Pastorale on Puer natus est nobis – Rachel Laurin; In dulci jubilo, BWV 608 – J.S. Bach; 
Flourish on ADESTE FIDELES – Zanaida Stewart Robles; In dulci jubilo – M. Dupré; Gesù, Bambino – P. Yon; 
Prelude on DIVINUM MYSTERIUM – C. Phillips; Noël X (Grand jeu et Duo) – L. Daquin; 
Bring a torch, Jeanette, Isabella – K. Chapman 

 
The Nativity of Our Lord: Christmas Day – December 25, 2025, 9:00 a.m. 

Mass: Mathias and Schubert Deutschemesse 
Psalm 98: Plainsong, tone VIII 
Anthem: Corde natus ex parentis – Plainsong, ca. 11th c. 
Hymns: 80, 107, 105, 99 
Organ: Vom Himmel hoch – J. Pachelbel; Go, tell it – R. Elliott 

 
The First Sunday after Christmas Day: December 28, 2025 

Mass: Mathias and Schubert Deutschemesse 
Psalm 147: Anglican chant – G.A. Macfarren 
Hymns: 109, 82, 86 (Deus tuorum militum), 81, 104, 96 
Organ: Prelude on DIVINUM MYSTERIUM – T.F. Candlyn; Paean on DIVINUM MYSTERIUM – J. Cook 
  



A Compassionate Appeal to Honor Every Life with Dignity 
The loss of a loved one is always devastating for the families of those we serve. In some cases, their grief is 
compounded by the inability to afford basic end-of-life expenses such as cremation and burial. Even worse, many 
times those we serve have no family to even grieve for them much less take care of the end-of-life expenses. We 
firmly feel like no person should be laid to rest without dignity due to a lack of resources. 
 
Hope House as you know provides many services to the people we serve in the community. One of our least 
favorite but most important services is our Final Rest Fund. The Final Rest Fund is to help provide financial 
assistance for end-of-life services to those we serve. Our mission is to honor every life with respect and dignity. 
Sadly, this year we have depleted our funds on 6 of our precious friends. Presently, we have two individuals who are 
in ICU and we need to prepare for their end-of-life obligations. We need your help to make this happen. Your 
generosity—whether a one-time gift or ongoing support—will make a direct and meaningful impact. Any funds 
designated “Final Rest” will go exclusively toward cremation expenses. Together we can provide a final act of 
kindness toward those who are overlooked and less fortunate. 
 
Donations can be mailed to  Holy Cross Hope House 
           762 Austen Place 
    Shreveport, Louisiana 71101 
 
Please remember to note on your check in the memo line “Final Rest Fund” 
 
Or 
 
Donate online: churchholycross.org/donate 
 
Please remember to designate through the online form that your donation is for the “Final Rest Fund.” 
 
 

Thinking of YOU… 
As a member of the 

Holy Cross Card Ministry Team! 
Jan. 6, 2026 - 10:30 a.m. - Admin Bldg 

 
Beginning on January 6, 2026, some people at Holy Cross plan to meet once, maybe twice, a month to send greeting 
cards to people in the Holy Cross community who need to know that they are remembered, cherished, and prayed 
for. We will send greetings (real, actual, paper cards, with stamps and everything!) to the homebound, the sick, the 
grieving, and yes, those aging year by year. While doing so we plan to have good conversation, laughter, hot coffee, 
and perhaps, snacks. Join us on Tuesday, January 6, after the Epiphany service at 10 A.M. 
 
For more information snag Mary Barrett, Cheryl McBride, or Holly McIntyre. If interested, but weekday mornings 
don’t work for you, let one of us know. If you know someone in our community who needs a card, let one of us 
know. If you can sign your name, you can participate!  If you can’t, we’ll sign it for you. Become part of the Card 
Ministry Team! 
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 
 
 
Hope House:  There is an ongoing need for coffee, sugar, creamer, laundry detergent pods, disposable razors, and 
personal-size hygiene products (soap, shampoo, deodorant, etc.) Please take your donations to 762 Austen Place or 
to the church office. Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Forward Day by Day in both standard and large-print editions, is available in the Narthex and the Undercroft.     

 
The Most Rev. Sean Rowe, Ph.D., D. D. XXVIII Presiding Bishop 
The Rt. Rev. Jacob Owensby, Ph.D., D. D. IV Bishop of Western Louisiana 
The Rev. Garrett Boyte, M.Div.  Rector 
The Rev. Mary Richard  Rector Emerita 
The Rev. Donald Heacock Priest Associate 
The Rev. Lois Maberry                                                                                                                                    Deacon 
Mr. Ben Gessner, M.M. Organist/Choirmaster 
Mr. Jake D. Donaldson, MBA. Parish Administrator 
Ms. Marie Boudreaux Videography 
Mr. Brian Jackson Sexton 
Ms. Donna Earnest Hope House  
Ms. Joy Porter Hope House 
Mr. Larry Murff Hope House 
Mr. Jason Goetz Hope House 
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