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In modern times,
Advent has become a season
of preparation for Christmas.
But traditionally, Advent has
always been a season of
preparation for the second
coming, or advent, of
Christ—preparation for the
Day of Judgment and the era
that follows it, the eschaton.
And so each Sunday is
marked by one of the four
traditional themes of Advent: :
death, judgment, hell and heaven.

It’s become popular in some places to celebrate what’s known as a “blue
Christmas” in the days leading up to Christmas. Blue Christmas seeks to
recognize the grief and pain that many experience around the holidays as they
miss those they love but see no longer. If you’ve found comfort in these
events, I am happy for you. But my theory is that Blue Christmas came about
to fill the need that was lost when Advent stopped being about its traditional
subjects.

This is a season for our grief because it is a season for our longings. It is a
season for our anticipation and frustrations and disappointment and hope.
The First Sunday of Advent is traditionally Death Sunday. What better time is
there to recognize our languishing and mourning and grief? Because it is here
and now that we can turn our teary faces toward the hope of the one whose
Advent, whose coming, will wipe every tear from our faces.
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“The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the
promise I made...” begins the reading from Jeremiah in Year C (33:14-
16). Even as we clamor in our grief, we at least have this to hold on to--
he who promises is faithful. The eschaton will reach us eventually. We
will see with our own eyes that for which we have long hoped. But the
meantime is almost certainly a time of meanness.

The downside of hope is that the same inspiration it gives us to look
forward reminds us of how terrible and painful it is to look around us.
Every moment that the promised future is left unfulfilled is an invitation
to despair. Every moment that the heart aches for what it knows to be
true reminds us that we must wait in the aching. The stabbing thoughts
and piercing reminders are enough to make us lose hope. Sometimes it
feels like it might be better just to be surprised come the resurrection
than expectant.

But to do this would be a disservice to ourselves, not to mention to the
* God who has called us to hope even in the midst of despair. Grief, while
painful, is s but another form that love takes. And we who have been called to love, must be prepared to continue
loving even in the face of death. And we find the strength to do this, to love even when the price of that love is
pain, in Christ, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured even the cross. When St. Paul said that
love endures all things, he knew what he was talking about.

I learned that neuroscientists have been studying the causes of grief. They were curious to know just why we
experience this emotion. And what they’ve found is that social animals, like humans, are biologically driven to miss
people we care about. It’s what keeps us together. It’s what maintains our relationships and ensures that a couple,
for instance, doesn’t abandon their child or each other, never to think of them again. The human species is
dependent upon that impulse to maintain established relationships.

But when a couple divorces, and that need to maintain a relationship is
frustrated, the brain has to essentially rewire itself. When a loved one dies,
and we can no longer see them, the brain must establish new pathways.
And this is painful. So when it’s said that the greater the love, the greater
the grief, it is scientifically proven to be true. Grief is the frustration of a
desire. And the greater the desire for something or someone, the more
painful is the frustration of that desire.

To grieve is to painfully look deep within the heart of God and see his own
desires for us frustrated by us. It is in grief that we might perhaps long for
the days before the forbidden fruit was eaten. It’s in grief that we might
long for the eschaton more. And perhaps the thing that makes grief a
bearable burden is that it is something not unfelt by God, who wept for his
friend Lazarus. And as we prepare to celebrate all that it means for God to
become a human being, we spend these weeks remembering just what it is
to be human. We learn, in loving each other, how to love God. And in
learning to love God, we learn to love one another better.

And so when our desires are frustrated and we experience the pain of grief,
it’s my hope that this will be of some comfort: Our grief is but another
manifestation of our love. And the root of our love is found in God. And
God will never disappoint. “In you Lord is our hope. And we shall never
hope in vain” (Suffrages B of the Daily Office).




As Saint Augustine said, “The
entire life of a good Christian is
in fact an exercise of holy desire.
You do not yet see what you
long for, but the very act of
desiring prepares you, so that
when he comes you may see
and be utterly satisfied.

So, my brethren, let us continue
to desire, for we shall be filled.
Such is our Christian life.”
Certainly the pain of longing, of
grief, of unrequited love,
rejection, and all other
frustrated desires is exceedingly
difficult. But the satisfaction of
those desires will be more than
we can possibly imagine. Death is evil in that its appetite is insatiable. But death shall die, as the one who longs for
us satisfies his desire to see us face to face by shattering the tomb and shuttering hell. But if we wish to see him, we
must persevere in faith and hope that he will keep his word and that he will not abandon us to the power of the
grave. And enduring grief is, strangely, one of the ways we do this because what is grief if not love persevering in
the face of death? This is why the Prayer Book is keen to remind us that grief is not unchristian.

Paul’s First Letter to the Thessalonians, while written by a man who was alive to a group of people who were also
alive, is read now as the letter of a dead man. And reading the third chapter in this context, imagining that he speaks
for all his fellow sojourners who now find their place at the throne of David beholding the face of our King whom
they see and in whom we hope, just brings a chill down my spine. As someone who just recently suffered a loss and
is in the midst of grief, I can’t help but to imagine St. Paul saying these words to us, here at Holy Cross, from the
foot of the heavenly throne surrounded by all our beloved dead.

“How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God because of you? Night
and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith.” (1
Thess. 3:9-10) The communion of saints awaits our contribution to the life of faith. They stand around the throne
of heaven praying for us in our several journeys that we might come to them as they one day will come to us at the
last day when the dead are raised and all is put right.

And if grief is the price I must pay for love, then so be it. Because I simply cannot imagine a life where I had never
known the love I have been shown even as now I must learn to live with the people who loved me no longer plainly
visible.

So yes the grief brought about by death is painful. But I wouldn’t wish it away. The anticipation of all things to be

set right is frustrating. But I would not wish it away. The longing for the Kingdom is near unbearable, but I would
not ask it or any of these things to end in any way except on the other side of the eschaton, where sorrow and pain
are no more, neither sighing remaining, but life everlasting. Such is Advent. Such is our Christian life.

-Fr. Garrett



Opportunities to Serve

Acolyte: Acolytes are responsible for leading the procession, carrying the cross,
lighting the candles, and assisting the priest with setting the altar during the service.
Acolytes can be any age.

Eucharistic Minister: This is a ministry licensed by the bishop and requires

@4 Confirmation. Eucharistic Ministers serve the chalice at communion. This is a

§ wonderful ministry for any who feels a particular connection to the Eucharist and

y sharing the graces of that holy meal.

Altar Guild: This ministry is perfect for introverts. It’s a quiet, often unseen, ministry
that prepares the building for worship by setting out all of the Eucharistic vessels, linens, etc., and by cleaning
everything used at communion and putting it back in its place. Altar Guild members show up about 30 minutes
early to set up and stay behind to wash the vessels after the service.

Usher: This ministry is perfect for extroverts! Ushers greet and welcome people to the Church. This is a very
important ministry because it provides a first impression for any visitors. Ushers hand out bulletins before the
service, take up the offering during the service, and bring forward the gifts at the Eucharist. We’d love for 3 or 4
more people to join us in this ministry.

Holy Cross Community Assistance

At Hope House, we believe that safe, stable housing is the first step toward lasting
independence. That’s why we created our “Deposit First” program, a simple yet powerful way to
remove one of the biggest barriers families face when trying to secure housing: the upfront
deposits.

Thanks to the generosity of our donors, Hope House covers rental and utility deposits for individuals
and families in need. This year alone, we have helped fill 55 rental vacancies across our community, giving 135
people, including 73 children, a place to call home.

But housing is only the beginning. With a recidivism rate of just 0.051%, our follow-up services play a critical role in
ensuring that once someone is housed, they stay housed and continue moving toward self-sufficiency.

The impact is profound. For an average cost of just $405—$485 per household, families are able to remain together,
women can escape abusive situations, and those struggling with addiction, mental health challenges, or trauma can
finally find stability and begin to heal.

We invite you to join us in this mission of hope. Your gift can open the door to a brighter future.

You can donate by visiting churchholycross.org/donate. Be sure to mark as Deposit 1*.



Calendar of Events

Saturdays Compline 6:00 pm Online

Sundays Holy Eucharist, Rite 11 9:00 am Chapel
Rector’s Forum for Advent 9:30 a.m. Undercroft
Parish Choir rehearsal 9:45 am Nave
Holy Eucharist, Rite II 11:00 am Nave

Tuesdays Morning Prayer, Rite 11 10:00 am Chapel

Mondays, Tuesdays Evening Prayer, Rite 11 6:00 pm Online

Wednesdays Holy Eucharist, Rite 11 12:00 pm Quire

Thursdays Morning Prayer, Rite 11 9:00 am Hope House

Thursdays, Fridays Evening Prayer, Rite 11 6:00 pm Online

Sunday, December 7th Continuing Feast 12:00 pm Undercroft
Organ recital 1:30 p.m. Nave
Evensong 4:00 p.m. Nave

Sunday, December 14t All-Church Advent Party 4:00—7:00 p.m. Colson residence

Tuesday, December 16t Vestry Meeting 5:30 pm Library

Wednesday, Dec. 3, 10, 17 ECW Advent Soup Days ($8) 11:00 2.m.—1:00 p.m.  Undercroft

Wednesday, December 24t Christmas Eve Vigil Mass 5:00 p.m. Nave
Carol sing 10:30 p.m. Nave
Christmas Eve Midnight Mass 11:00 p.m. Nave

Thursday, December 25% Christmas Day Mass 9:00 a.m. Quire

Tuesday, January 6 Epiphany Mass 10:00 a.m. Quire

Prayer List

Alex and Betty Laura Gresham Dr. Jim Owen

Suzanne Barber James Griffith Scott Porter

Gerald Bates Richard and Sandra Hadwin Herschel Richard

Burton Bible Kaylee Hampton Pembroke Roeder

Kyle, Bridget, and Ryker Bell Connie Harmon Josie Rogers

Ellen Dunlop Belote Dick Hatch Sierra Ryan

Rhonda Blount Zoe Hathaway Steve Sasser

Margaret Boudreaux Ryan, Jackie, and Charles- Patti Shelton

Gerald Brooks Thomas Hathaway Mzt. Stoma

Martha Brotherton Peggy and John Hellyer James Susla

Jack Carlisle Robert and Jim Amanda Taylor

Mike-y Catlisle Cameron Huddleston Doris Taylor

Frank Dodson Peggy Kirkland and family The Taylor Family

Jean Dooley Maurine Locke Robert Todd

Aaron Elliott Peggy Maddox Sara Townsend

Anne Fellers Terry Mahlen Louis Wallace

Julie Folse Robert Matthews Patti Whatley

Patricia Forrest Suzanne Mazdra Laura Wilkerson

Gaye Garbarino Bill and Cheryl McBride Robert Willis

Wes Gearhart Katie McCranie Mary Wright

John August Gianforte Della McCranie Sheryl Wright

John Joseph Gianforte Michelle Bill Wright

Albert Gladney Barbara Middleton Avery Wright

Georgie Gleason Reece D. Middleton Becca Wright

Austin Gleason Lindsey Middleton Levi Jameson Wright




Service Music and Hymns

The Last after Pentecost: Christ the King — November 23, 2025
Mass: Rutter, Brown Mass for a Soulfull People, and Near
Psalm 46: Refrain: EIN FESTE BURG; verses: simplified Anglican chant
Hymns: 450, 167, 495, 458, 382, 494
Organ: Improvisation on “All hail the pow’r of Jesus’ Name!” — W.P. Alston;
Fantasy on Te Deum, Op. 7, No. 2 — M. Reger

The First Sunday of Advent: November 30, 2025

Mass: Robinson and Schubert Deutschenesse

Psalm 122: Double Anglican chant — Gessner, based on VENI EMMANUEL

Anthems: Rorate caeli — Plainsong, mode I; Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding — arr. W.R. Price
Hymns: 59, 615, 61, 454 (Lauda anima), 57

Organ: Rorate caeli — M. Dunphy; Wachet anf, BWV 645 — ].S. Bach

The Second Sunday of Advent. December 7, 2025

Mass: Robinson and Schubert Deutschensesse

Psalm 72: Double Anglican chant — Gessner, based on VENI EMMANUEL
Anthems: Rorate caeli — Plainsong, mode I; O day of peace — C. Hubert H. Parry
Hymns: 67, 70 (Laudator), 76, 54, 534

Organ: Nun komm — F.W. Zachow; Carillon on BESANCON — R. Groom te Velde

The Third Sunday of Advent; December 14, 2025

Mass: Robinson and Schubert Dewutschemesse

Psalm 146: Double Anglican chant — Gessner, based on VENI EMMANUEL

Anthems: Rorate caeli — Plainsong, mode I; Magnificat — Plainsong, tone VIII (solemn tone)

Hymns: 72, 65, 75, 462

Organ: Ejs ist ein Ros’ entsprungen — ]. Brahms; On Jordan’s bank — A. Rowley; Prelude on Conditor alme siderum, Op.
75, No. 1 — F. Peeters

The Fourth Sunday of Advent; December 21, 2025

Mass: Robinson and Schubert Dewutschemsesse

Psalm 80: Double Anglican chant — Gessner, based on VENI EMMANUEL

Anthems: Rorate caeli — Plainsong, mode I; Joseph dearest, Joseph mine — arr. Kirkby

Hymns: 497, 260, 262 (Christe sanctorum), 66, 56

Organ: Pifa (Pastoral Symphony) from Messiah — G.F. Handel; Fugue and Final on 1Ven: Redemptor gentium — M. de

Jong



The Nativity of Our Lord: Christmas Eve — December 24, 2025, 5:00 and 11:00 p.m.

Mass: Mathias and Schubert Deutschemesse

Psalm 96: Anglican chant — G.A. Macfarren (5 p.m.); Plainsong, tone VIII (11 p.m.)

Hymns: 83, 87,79, 111, 100

Anthem (5 p.m.): What sweeter music — R. Vaughan Williams

Organ: Pastorale on Puer natus est nobis — Rachel Lauring In dulei jubilo, BWV 608 — ].S. Bach; Flourish on ADESTE
FIDELES — Zanaida Stewart Robles; Iz dulci jubilo — M. Dupré; Gesa, Bambino — P. Yon; Noél X (Grand jeu et Duo) —
L. Daquin; Bring a torch, Jeanette, Isabella — K. Chapman

The Nativity of Our Lord: Christmas Day — December 25, 2025, 9:00 a.m.

Mass: Mathias and Schubert Deutschemsesse

Psalm 98: Plainsong, tone VIII

Anthem: Corde natus ex parentis — Plainsong, ca. 11th c.
Hymns: 80, 107, 105, 99

Organ: Vom Himmel hoch — . Pachelbel; Go, tell it — R. Elliott

The First Sunday after Christmas Day: December 28, 2025
Mass: Mathias and Schubert Dexutschenmesse
Psalm 147: Anglican chant — G.A. Macfarren
Hymns: 109, 82, 86 (Deus tuorum militum), 81, 104, 96
Organ: Prelude on DIVINUM MYSTERIUM — T.F. Candlyn; Pacan on DIVINUM MYSTERIUM — J. Cook

Angel Tree in the Narthex Beginning November 30

As we enter the holy season of Advent, our parish once again has the opportunity to share Christ’s love with some
of the most vulnerable young people in our community. Beginning Sunday, November 30, our Angel Tree will be
placed in the narthex.

This year’s tree will be adorned with tags representing the 18 children who were housed by Hope House this year.
These are children whose families have moved from crisis into stable housing, but who are not receiving Christmas
gifts through any other community programs, including the Shreveport Police toy drive and similar agencies. These
are children who would otherwise go without.

Each tag on the tree includes a child’s age, interests, and clothing sizes. Parishioners are invited to take a tag, shop
for that child, and return the unwrapped gifts to the church. By doing so, you are offering more than toys. You are

giving joy, dignity, and a sense of belonging to families that are rebuilding their lives.

All donated gifts will be distributed on December 21, just in time for these families to celebrate Christmas in their
new homes.

Hope House continues to do extraordinary work lifting individuals and families out of homelessness and into
stability. Supporting these children is a simple but powerful way for us to share in that mission.

For more information, please contact Deacon Lois or Cheryl McBride.

Thank you for helping us make Christmas bright for these young neighbors who have already overcome so much.
May our generosity reflect the hope we await in this season.



The people who walked in
darkness have seen a great
light; those who lived in a
land of deep darkness—on
them light has shined.

Isaiah 9:2

Advent

Devotional Series

Join us each Sunday in Advent downstairs in the
Undercroft for a weekly devotional series.
Time: 9:45
Place: Undercroft
Devotional materials are located on the table in
the Narthex.
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PARTY

DECEMBER 14 4:00-7:00 PM

THE COLSON HOME
10181 THORNWOOD DRIVE
SHREVEPORT

QUESTIONS: CALL CHERYL (318-471-1941) OR
CHRISTY (318-469-0082)

d No need to bring a thing, truly!
But if it sparks your holiday spirit, feel free to
. contribute to the feast! .



Church of the Holy Cross, Episcopal

Benjamin Gessner, M.M. Sunday,

Choirmaster and organist

December 7
Free and open 875 Cotton St. 1:30-2:00 p.m.
to the pUth at Texas Ave.

Featuring hymn-based works for Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany
by Demessieux, Laurin, Arakelyan, and others.
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Every Wednesday During Advent
Dec. 3,10 & 17th. Vegetable Beef Soup & Homemade Dessert.
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Mission Statement: To restore all people 10 unity with God and each other in Christ. -Catechism BCP, 855
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Hope House: There is an ongoing need for coffee, sugar, creamer, laundry detergent pods, disposable razors, and
personal-size hygiene products (soap, shampoo, deodorant, etc.) Please take your donations to 762 Austen Place or
to the church office. Thank you for your continued support.

Forward Day by Day in both standard and large-print editions, is available in the Narthex and the Undercroft.

The Most Rev. Sean Rowe, Ph.D., D. D. XXVIII Presiding Bishop
The Rt. Rev. Jacob Owensby, Ph.D., D. D. IV Bishop of Western Louisiana
The Rev. Garrett Boyte, M.Div. Rector

The Rev. Mary Richard
The Rev. Donald Heacock

Rector Emerita
Priest Associate

The Rev. Lois Maberry Deacon
Mzt. Ben Gessner, M.M. Organist/Choirmaster
Mr. Jake D. Donaldson, MBA. Parish Administrator
Ms. Marie Boudreaux Videography
Mr. Brian Jackson Sexton
Ms. Donna Earnest Hope House
Ms. Joy Porter Hope House
Mr. Larry Murff Hope House

Mr. Jason Goetz

Hope House
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