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A New Chapter for the Church of England 

  Dame Sarah Mullally, Bishop 
of London, is set to become the 
Church of England’s 106th 
Archbishop of Canterbury, the first 
woman ever to hold that sacred office. 
Announced in October 2025, her 
appointment ends more than fourteen 
centuries of male leadership and opens 
a new chapter for Anglicans and 
Episcopalians around the world. 
For those who know her story, this 
moment feels both historic and deeply 
fitting. Dame Sarah’s journey, from 
hospital wards to cathedral chancels, 
has always been about healing, 
compassion, and quiet courage. Her 
life reminds us that leadership in 
Christ’s church is not about prestige, 
but about service, humility, and love 
made visible. 
 

  Born in Surrey in 1962, Sarah 
Elisabeth Bowser (now Dame Sarah 
Mullally) first heard her calling not in a 
pulpit but in a hospital corridor. Before 
she wore a clerical collar, she wore a 
nurse’s uniform, serving cancer patients 
with the conviction that caring for the 
sick was “an opportunity to reflect the 
love of God.” 

Her skill and compassion led 
her to become England’s Chief Nursing 
Officer at age 37, the youngest person 
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ever to hold that post. Queen Elizabeth II later honored her as 
Dame Commander of the Order of the British Empire for her 
service to public health. 

Yet even at the height of her career, she felt God calling 
her deeper. She entered ministry training, was ordained priest in 
2001, and soon left government service to follow a vocation that 
joined her care for bodies with care for souls. 
 

Mullally’s early ministry included service in several London 
parishes, where she was known for her approachable, caring 
presence and ability to connect with people from all walks of life. 
In 2012, she became Canon Treasurer of Salisbury Cathedral, a role 
combining spiritual oversight with administrative stewardship. Her 
experiences in parish and cathedral settings prepared her for higher 
leadership in the Church of England. In 2015, Sarah Mullally was 
consecrated as the Suffragan Bishop of Crediton in the Diocese of 

Exeter. There, she continued to model servant leadership – often quite literally living out the Gospel image of 
service. (She has said that Christ washing his disciples’ feet is a guiding image for her own vocation, reminding her 
that Christian leadership means humble service.) 

Her ministry has always carried that same spirit of service. Parishioners often recall her willingness to sit, 
listen, and pray with them, no matter their station in life. As Bishop of London since 2018, she has led one of the 
most diverse dioceses in the Anglican world, earning respect for her calm presence and her gift for unity. One 
London priest recalls falling ill before Sunday worship, and Bishop Sarah came herself to assist at the altar. That 
small act said everything about the kind of shepherd she is. 

A self-described feminist and bridge-builder, Bishop Sarah has long championed the leadership of women 
while honoring those who hold traditional convictions. When she became Bishop of London, she said, “Everyone 
should be able to find a spiritual home.” 

Her ministry also extends to those often overlooked by the church: the poor, the sick, and the LGBTQ+ 
community. She has urged Anglicans to respond with what she calls “inclusive love,” and in 2023 chaired the group 
that developed blessings for same-sex couples, calling it “a 
moment of hope” for the church. 

Her steady witness reminds us that inclusion is not 
about ideology but about the Gospel itself, loving God and 
loving one’s neighbor in tangible ways. 

When she is confirmed as Archbishop of Canterbury in 
early 2026, Dame Sarah will become the first woman in that 
role since St. Augustine arrived in 597. Her appointment 
honors the generations of faithful women who served the 
church quietly, often without recognition. 

She brings to Canterbury not the voice of a career cleric 
but the heart of a healer. Her leadership style, willingness to 
listen, collaborative spirit, and grounding in service may be 
exactly what this divided age requires. As she herself once said, “I have learned to listen deeply, to people and to 
God’s gentle prompting.” 

At Holy Cross, we understand something of that calling. We are not here to be fashionable, but faithful, to 
make sure everyone in our neighborhood knows there is a place for them in Christ’s body. Dame Sarah’s story 
echoes our own purpose: to be a community where compassion is not a slogan but a way of life, where sinners and 
saints alike find grace. Are we perfect? Far from it. But we know, as Dame Sarah knows, that the Church endures 
because of God’s mercy and our willingness to serve one another in love. 

-Jake Donaldson 



Opportunities to Serve 
Acolyte: Acolytes are responsible for leading the procession, carrying the cross, 
lighting the candles, and assisting the priest with setting the altar during the service. 
Acolytes can be any age.  
Eucharistic Minister: This is a ministry licensed by the bishop and requires 
Confirmation. Eucharistic Ministers serve the chalice at communion. This is a 
wonderful ministry for any who feels a particular connection to the Eucharist and 
sharing the graces of that holy meal.  
Altar Guild: This ministry is perfect for introverts. It’s a quiet, often unseen, ministry 
that prepares the building for worship by setting out all of the Eucharistic vessels, 

linens, etc., and by cleaning everything used at communion and putting it back in its place. Altar Guild members 
show up about 30 minutes early to set up and stay behind to wash the vessels after the service.  
Usher: This ministry is perfect for extroverts! Ushers greet and welcome people to the Church. This is a very 
important ministry because it provides a first impression for any visitors. Ushers hand out bulletins before the 
service, take up the offering during the service, and bring forward the gifts at the Eucharist. We’d love for 3 or 4 
more people to join us in this ministry. 
 
 
 

Holy Cross Community Assistance 
 
At Hope House, we believe that safe, stable housing is the first step toward lasting 
independence. That’s why we created our “Deposit First” program, a simple yet powerful 
way to remove one of the biggest barriers families face when trying to secure housing: the 
upfront deposits. 

Thanks to the generosity of our donors, Hope House covers rental and utility deposits for 
individuals and families in need. This year alone, we have helped fill 55 rental vacancies across 

our community, giving 135 people, including 73 children, a place to call home. 

But housing is only the beginning. With a recidivism rate of just 0.051%, our follow-up services play a critical role in 
ensuring that once someone is housed, they stay housed and continue moving toward self-sufficiency. 

The impact is profound. For an average cost of just $405–$485 per household, families are able to remain together, 
women can escape abusive situations, and those struggling with addiction, mental health challenges, or trauma can 
finally find stability and begin to heal. 

We invite you to join us in this mission of hope. Your gift can open the door to a brighter future. 

You can donate by visiting churchholycross.org/donate. Be sure to mark as Deposit 1st. 
 
 
 
 
  



Calendar of Events 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Saturdays Compline      6:00 pm  Online 
 
Sundays Holy Eucharist, Rite II     9:00 am  Chapel 
 Parish Choir rehearsal     9:45 am  Nave  
 Holy Eucharist, Rite II   11:00 am  Nave    
Tuesdays Morning Prayer Rite II   10:00 am  Chapel  
Mondays, Tuesdays Evening Prayer Rite II     6:00 pm  Online 
Wednesdays Noonday Prayer    12:00 pm  Chapel 
Thursdays Morning Prayer, Rite II     9:00 am  Hope House 
  
Thursdays, Fridays Evening Prayer, Rite II   6:00 pm   Online 
 
Tuesday, October 21st Vestry Meeting    5:30 pm   Library 
Saturday, November 1st All Saints’ Mass    5:30 pm   St Paul’s Episcopal 
Sunday, November 2nd Continuing Feast   12:00 pm  Undercroft  
Sunday, November 2nd All Souls’ Mass    5:30 pm   Nave 

 
Prayer List 

 

Alex and Betty 
Suzanne Barber 
Gerald Bates 
Burton Bible 
Kyle, Bridget, and Ryker Bell 
Ellen Dunlop Belote 
Rhonda Blount 
Margaret Boudreaux 
Gerald Brooks 
Martha Brotherton 
Jack Carlisle 
Mike-y Carlisle 
Frank Dodson 
Jean Dooley 
Aaron Elliott 
Anne Fellers 
Julie Folse 
Patricia Forrest 
Gaye Garbarino 
Wes Gearhart 
John August Gianforte 
John Joseph Gianforte 
Albert Gladney 
Georgie Gleason 
Austin Gleason 

Laura Gresham 
James Griffith 
Richard and Sandra Hadwin 
Kaylee Hampton 
Connie Harmon 
Betty and Dick Hatch 
Zoe Hathaway 
Ryan, Jackie, and Charles-   
         Thomas Hathaway 
Peggy and John Hellyer 
Robert and Jim 
Cameron Huddleston 
Peggy Kirkland and family   
Maurine Locke  
Peggy Maddox 
Terry Mahlen  
Robert Matthews 
Suzanne Mazdra 
Bill and Cheryl McBride 
Della McCranie 
Michelle 
Barbara Middleton 
Reece D. Middleton 
Lindsey Middleton 
Dr. Jim Owen 

Scott Porter 
Herschel Richard 
Pembroke Roeder 
Josie Rogers 
Sierra Ryan 
Steve Sasser 
Patti Shelton 
Mr. Stoma 
James Susla 
Amanda Taylor 
Doris Taylor 
The Taylor Family 
Robert Todd 
Sara Townsend 
Louis Wallace 
Patti Whatley  
Laura Wilkerson 
Robert Willis 
Mary Wright                   
Sheryl Wright              
Bill Wright 
Avery Wright 
Becca Wright 
Levi Jameson Wright 

 
 
 



 
Service Music and Hymns 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost: October 12, 2025 
Mass: Rutter, Brown Mass for a Soulfull People, and Near 
Psalm 111: Simplified Anglican chant – J.W. Meachen 
Hymns: 410, 483, 567, 655, 411 

 
The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost: October 19, 2025 

Mass: Rutter, Brown Mass for a Soulfull People, and Near 
Psalm 121: Refrain: Munich; verses: Simplified Anglican chant 
Anthem: By gracious powers – J. Gelineau 
Hymns: 709, 638, LEVAS109, LEVAS178, 535 
Organ: “Air” from Suite No. 1 for Organ – F.B. Price; Flourish on Paderborn – S. MacDonald 

 
The Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost: October 26, 2025 

Mass: Rutter, Brown Mass for a Soulfull People, and Near 
Psalm 121: Refrain: BROTHER JAMES’ AIR; verses: Simplified Anglican chant 
Anthem: Forth in thy Name – R. Shepherd 
Hymns: 680, 571, 428, 670, 636 
Organ: Andante tranquillo from Sonata in A minor, Op. 65, No. 3 – F. Mendelssohn; 
Aria on ST. ANNE – R. Groom te Velde 
 

All Saints’ Sunday: November 2, 2025 
Mass: Rutter, Brown Mass for a Soulfull People, and Near 
Psalm 149: Refrain: MIT FREUDEN ZART; verses: Simplified Anglican chant 
Anthem: As stars adorn the night-veiled sky – D. Hurd 
Hymns: 287, 279, 358, 293, 618 
Organ: Domine Jesu – J. Demessieux; There is a happy land – G. Shearing; In paradisum – G. Reece-Trapp; 
In manus tuas – J. Demessieux; Praeludium in F-sharp minor, BuxWV 146 – D. Buxtehude 
 

The Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost: November 9, 2025 
Mass: Rutter, Brown Mass for a Soulfull People, and Near 
Psalm 17: Anglican chant – W. Croft 
Anthem: A mighty fortress is our God – arr. Price 
Hymns: 401, 195, 574, 526, 625 
Organ: So fades the lovely blooming flower – G. Shearing; Fantasia on TON-Y-BOTEL – R. Purvis 
  



 



 

ROOFTOP RESCUE 
October 2025 is the 21st anniversary of the Hope House. We’re still a place 
where our homeless friends can come and take a shower, do their laundry, 
use the phone and receive mail. We’ve continued to provide additional 
services such as legal assistance, Life Skill Classes, SNAP, 
Medicaid/Medicare, ID’s, Mental Health Evaluations & Referrals, 
Substance Abuse Referrals, housing, etc. Many lives have been touched 
through this ministry. Check out our Facebook page and be sure to 
“LIKE” and FOLLOW” for daily updates. 
 
We’ll be placing Donna Earnest on the Hope House rooftop 7am – 11am 
or until she raises $2,025. Besides rescuing Donna, your gift provides for 
the continuing costs that occur at the Hope House. 
 
Donations can be made on the day of the event at Hope House or a 
donation can be mailed prior to the event, to ensure the funds are included 
in the fundraiser totals. Please make your checks payable to Holy Cross 
Hope House with Rooftop Rescue noted in the memo. You can also make 
an online donation through churchholycross.org/donate. Be sure and 
designate your gift to 2025 Hope House Rooftop Rescue. Thank you for 
giving!            

 FUNDRAISER 
2025 

 

Help us raise 
funds to bring 
Donna off the 

rooftop 

 

Date: Saturday 
October 18, 

2025 
 

Time:  
7am-11am 
the goal of 

$2,025 is raised 

 

 

 

762 Austen Place 
Shreveport, LA 71101 

Hope House 

hopehouse@churchholycross.org. 
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 
 
 
Hope House:  There is an ongoing need for coffee, sugar, creamer, laundry detergent pods, disposable razors, and 
personal-size hygiene products (soap, shampoo, deodorant, etc.) Please take your donations to 762 Austen Place or 
to the church office. Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Forward Day by Day in both standard and large-print editions, is available in the Narthex and the Undercroft.     

 
The Most Rev. Sean Rowe, Ph.D., D. D. XXVIII Presiding Bishop 
The Rt. Rev. Jacob Owensby, Ph.D., D. D. IV Bishop of Western Louisiana 
The Rev. Garrett Boyte, M.Div.  Rector 
The Rev. Mary Richard  Rector Emerita 
The Rev. Donald Heacock Priest Associate 
The Rev. Lois Maberry                                                                                                                                    Deacon 
Mr. Ben Gessner, M.M. Organist/Choirmaster 
Mr. Jake D. Donaldson, MBA. Parish Administrator 
Ms. Marie Boudreaux Videography 
Mr. Brian Jackson Sexton 
Ms. Donna Earnest Hope House  
Ms. Joy Porter Hope House 
Mr. Larry Murff Hope House 
Mr. Jason Goetz Hope House 
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