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Life Together at Holy Cross 

 
  I recently reread Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s book Life Together. My first 
encounter with this book was in my first semester at seminary. I think before 
then, I might have read snippets of The Cost of Discipleship, but I was largely 
unfamiliar with Bonhoeffer’s work. Since then, I’ve come back to particular 
chapters for various reasons, classes, and so on, but 
I’ve not really sat down with the book in full in 
almost a decade.  
  Upon reading the first chapter, entitled 
“Community,” I was reminded immediately what a 
profound, if challenging, joy it is to read 
Bonhoeffer. This book, which was published just 
VI years before his execution by the Nazi regime, 
details the regimen of his seminary community at 
Finkenwalde, which had been shut down by the 
Gestapo in 1938. In the first chapter, he outlines 
his ideas around Christian community. Notably, he contends that Christians 
must be constantly thankful that they are able to gather together with other 
Christians. Upon reading this for the first time, I thought it was a true-enough 
sentiment. And I didn’t really take his warning all that seriously when he said, 
“It is easily forgotten that the community of Christians is a gift of grace from 
the Kingdom of God, a gift that can be taken from us any day–that the time 
still separating us from the most profound loneliness may be brief indeed” 
(Bonhoeffer, 30). Reading this now, I’m reminded of just how quickly things 
turned in the winter of 2020, when the second Sunday in Lent went by 
without any note and the third Sunday in Lent was witnessed through lenses 
and screens as Covid prevented public gatherings for nearly 18 months. 

I think we still have much to reckon with about that time, and for 
whatever reason, we’ve not really ever addressed the depths of that “most 
profound loneliness” that fell upon us with such haste. I remember how for 
months I preached to empty pews and iPhone cameras and did not celebrate 
the Eucharist for that entire time. I also remember the immense joy, despite 
the challenges, of when gatherings could resume again in person. Bonhoeffer 
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goes on to talk about the joy and strength that is found when Christians are able to 
see one another face-to-face. A joy which I can now readily identify having gone 
through such a period of isolation. And it’s for this reason that Bonhoeffer 
emphasizes how important it is to give thanks for the ability to gather in 
community. 

But this, too, comes with a warning. When we think of our “community,” 
of what exactly are we thinking? Do we really and truly see our community for 
what it is or do we see it as we want it to be? Do we bring our own “wishful 
image” to the detriment of the actual community of actual people in this actual 
place? Bonhoeffer goes through a lot of trouble to warn us of just how dangerous 
it is to come to our community with an “idealized” vision of what it is. “Those 
who love their dream of a Christian community more than the Christian 
community itself become destroyers of that Christian community even though 
their personal intentions may be ever so honest, earnest, and sacrificial” 
(Bonhoeffer, 36). He goes on to say that this wishful dreaming makes the dreamer 

proud and pretentious. They demand that their dream be fulfilled and act as if their idea of community is actually 
what binds the community together. And when that ultimately fails, as it always does, he says, “They become 
accusers of other Christians in the community, then accusers of God, and finally the desperate accusers of 
themselves” (Bonhoeffer, 36). 

At the heart of Bonhoeffer’s contention is that it is not any vision of any pastor or layperson that binds a 
Christian community. The community has already been bound together by God in Christ without any input, advice 
or complaint from us. It was done before we even entered into the community. And the solution he offers to 
overcome our delusion and egotistical ideals is gratitude. He says, “We enter into that life together with other 
Christians, not as those who make demands, but as those who thankfully receive. We thank God for what God has 
done for us. We do not complain about what God has not given us; rather we are thankful for what God does give 
us daily” (Bonhoeffer, 36). His point here is that Christian community is not anything we do but about what God 
has done and is doing through us and with us. He notes that it is not an ideal we must realize, but “a reality created 
by God in Christ in which we may participate” (Bonhoeffer, 38).  

All of this runs against the grain of so much of how we think about church. In the postwar period, the 
church experienced anomalous growth that we have been chasing since those numbers began waning in the late 70s. 
During this period of growth, we also saw the professionalization of the clergy. More and more, metaphors from 
the business world crept into our understandings of the church, with bishops and rectors acting as CEOs, vestries 
as Boards of Directors, and the healthiness of church 
life determined by “how much” the church “produces.” 
How many programs do we have? How many people 
do we have? What is your average attendance? The 
emphasis of which does far more to serve the ego of 
the pastor and members of place than to serve the God 
who has called them together. As I write this, I feel an 
increasing need to look into the mirror. I can easily 
recognize where I’ve fallen prey to this line of thought. 
I’ve fallen prey to the desires of a full church, not for 
God’s glory but my own—to feel as though I’ve been 
successful, whatever that might mean. But this is not 
how the church works.  

I’m reminded of the story around the founding 
of this particular church in the 1950s. When St. Mark’s 
decided to move to Fairfield Avenue, a contingent 
remained on Cotton Street, donated to the church here, 



kept it afloat, kept the roof on, because they believed that 
there is something about downtown churches that is vital 
to the mission of the Church as a whole. There is 
something about having a place of beauty, set aside for 
holiness of purpose, in the midst (at the time) of slums. In 
the words of Mrs. Margaret Wheless in her letter to the 
rector of St. Mark’s as they prepared to move to Fairfield, 
“I worked in the financial district in New York before I 
married, and I know what Old Trinity [Trinity Wall Street, 
pictured to the right] meant to me then and apparently 
continues to mean to working people. Those who work in 
offices and stores and live in ugly rented rooms need 
every beautiful fixture here. They need beauty much more 
than those of us who live in the Fairfield neighborhood.”  
 The intention of Holy Cross was never to be 
popular or fashionable. Rather, we were founded to be a 
place where whatever people happen to be around here 
would know that they are welcome, that, as the slogan 
goes, The Episcopal Church welcomes you. We exist 
today to give the people of this neighborhood some idea 
that there is a place for them in Christ’s body, that they are invited to participate in Christ’s life for the world, that 
the poor, the homeless, the unwelcomed and unloved have the same access to the services and sacraments of the 
Church as the wealthy and well-to-do. The church remaining at this location was considered a fool’s errand by many 
at the time. And yet, here we are. Are we perfect? Far from it. But even on our worst days, we recognize how we are 
sinners who are dependent on God’s grace for our continued service, and on our best days, we give thanks that 
God has called each of us to this place to contribute to the work of Christ in the lives of everyone here. 

  We have so much to give 
thanks for at Holy Cross. God has 
provided for us to continue our service to 
him for decades now and in ways that 
surely surpass the dreams of those who 
came before us. I am particularly grateful 
for the willingness and courage of people 
like Margaret Wheless and E.R. Jones and 
all the others who rose to God’s call for 
the church to remain here and for the 
willingness of every generation of this 
church to continually ask where God is 
leading us without regard for where we 
would rather go as a community. The 
word for this is faith, another gift from 
God. As Bonhoeffer closed his chapter on 
community, so I’ll end this here with 

Psalm 133, “How good and pleasant it is when kindred dwell together in unity.”  
Fr. Garrett Boyte 



Opportunities to Serve 
Acolyte: Acolytes are responsible for leading the procession, carrying the 
cross, lighting the candles, and assisting the priest with setting the altar 
during the service. Acolytes can be any age.  
Eucharistic Minister: This is a ministry licensed by the bishop and 
requires Confirmation. Eucharistic Ministers serve the chalice at 
communion. This is a wonderful ministry for any who feels a particular 
connection to the Eucharist and sharing the graces of that holy meal.  
Altar Guild: This ministry is perfect for introverts. It’s a quiet, often 

unseen, ministry that prepares the building for worship by setting out all of the Eucharistic vessels, 
linens, etc., and by cleaning everything used at communion and putting it back in its place. Altar 
Guild members show up about 30 minutes early to set up and stay behind to wash the vessels after 
the service.  
Usher: This ministry is perfect for extroverts! Ushers greet and welcome people to the Church. 
This is a very important ministry because it provides a first impression for any visitors. Ushers hand 
out bulletins before the service, take up the offering during the service, and bring forward the gifts 
at the Eucharist. We’d love for 3 or 4 more people to join us in this ministry 
 

Organ Recital 
On October 5th at 1:30, Ben Gessner will play an organ recital of hymn based works for the season. 
This is free and open to the public. 
 
 

Holy Cross Community Assistance 
 

At Hope House, we believe that safe, stable housing is the first step toward lasting 
independence. That’s why we created our “Deposit First” program, a simple yet 

powerful way to remove one of the biggest barriers families face when trying to secure 
housing: the upfront deposits. 

Thanks to the generosity of our donors, Hope House covers rental and utility deposits for 
individuals and families in need. This year alone, we have helped fill 55 rental vacancies across 

our community, giving 135 people, including 73 children, a place to call home. 

But housing is only the beginning. With a recidivism rate of just 0.051%, our follow-up services play a critical 
role in ensuring that once someone is housed, they stay housed and continue moving toward self-sufficiency. 

The impact is profound. For an average cost of just $405–$485 per household, families are able to remain 
together, women can escape abusive situations, and those struggling with addiction, mental health challenges, or 
trauma can finally find stability and begin to heal. 

We invite you to join us in this mission of hope. Your gift can open the door to a brighter future. 

You can donate by visiting churchholycross.org/donate. Be sure to mark as Deposit 1st. 
 



 

Calendar of Events 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Saturdays Compline      6:00 pm  Online 
 
Sundays Holy Eucharist, Rite II     9:00 am  Chapel 
 Parish Choir rehearsal     9:45 am  Nave  
 Holy Eucharist, Rite II   11:00 am  Nave    
Tuesdays Morning Prayer Rite II   10:00 am  Chapel  
Mondays, Tuesdays Evening Prayer Rite II     6:00 pm  Online 
Wednesdays Noonday Prayer    12:00 pm  Chapel 
Thursdays Morning Prayer, Rite II     9:00 am  Hope House 
  
Thursdays, Fridays Evening Prayer, Rite II   6:00 pm   Online 
 
Sunday,  October 5th Continuing Feast   12:00 pm  Undercroft 
Sunday,  October 5th Organ Recital    1:30 pm   Nave 
Tuesday, October 21st Vestry Meeting    5:30 pm   Library 
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Service Music and Hymns 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost: September 21, 2025 
Mass: Willan Missa de Sancta Maria Magdalena, Proulx Community Mass, and Urwin 
Psalm 113: Simplified Anglican chant – R.K. Kennedy 
Anthem: Jesus, the gift divine I know – D. Hurd 
Hymns: 390, 488, VF90, 601, 583 
Organ: Prelude on LOBE DEN HERREN – P. Manz; Prelude in C – H. Schroeder 

 
The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost: September 28, 2025 

Mass: Willan Missa de Sancta Maria Magdalena, Proulx Community Mass, and Urwin 
Psalm 146: Simplified Anglican chant – R.K. Kennedy 
Hymns: 546, 429, LEVAS133, 701, 568, 438 
Organ: Choral, Op. 31, No. 16 – L. Vierne; Chorale Prelude on MIT FREUDEN ZART – H. Distler 
 

The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost: October 5, 2025 
Mass: Rutter, Brown Mass for a Soulfull People, and Near 
Psalm 37: Refrain: SONG 1; verses: Simplified Anglican chant 
Anthem: The sorrows of my heart – W. Boyce 
Hymns: LEVAS189, 689, 11, 634, 659, 607 
Organ: Prelude on NEW BRITAIN – G. Shearing; Fantasy on “His eye is on the sparrow” – C. Haywood 
 

The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost: October 12, 2025 
Mass: Rutter, Brown Mass for a Soulfull People, and Near 
Psalm 111: Simplified Anglican chant – J.W. Meachen 
Hymns: 410, 483, 567, 655, 411 

 
The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost: October 19, 2025 

Mass: Rutter, Brown Mass for a Soulfull People, and Near 
Psalm 121: Refrain: Munich; verses: Simplified Anglican chant 
Anthem: By gracious powers – J. Gelineau 
Hymns: 709, 638, LEVAS109, LEVAS178, 535 
Organ: “Air” from Suite No. 1 for Organ – F.B. Price; Flourish on Paderborn – S. MacDonald 



 

ROOFTOP RESCUE 
October 2025 is the 21st anniversary of the Hope House. We’re still a place 
where our homeless friends can come and take a shower, do their laundry, 
use the phone and receive mail. We’ve continued to provide additional 
services such as legal assistance, Life Skill Classes, SNAP, 
Medicaid/Medicare, ID’s, Mental Health Evaluations & Referrals, 
Substance Abuse Referrals, housing, etc. Many lives have been touched 
through this ministry. Check out our Facebook page and be sure to 
“LIKE” and FOLLOW” for daily updates. 
 
We’ll be placing Donna Earnest on the Hope House rooftop 7am – 11am 
or until she raises $2,025. Besides rescuing Donna, your gift provides for 
the continuing costs that occur at the Hope House. 
 
Donations can be made on the day of the event at Hope House or a 
donation can be mailed prior to the event, to ensure the funds are included 
in the fundraiser totals. Please make your checks payable to Holy Cross 
Hope House with Rooftop Rescue noted in the memo. You can also make 
an online donation through churchholycross.org/donate. Be sure and 
designate your gift to 2025 Hope House Rooftop Rescue. Thank you for 
giving!            

 FUNDRAISER 
2025 

 

Help us raise 
funds to bring 
Donna off the 

rooftop 

 

Date: Saturday 
October 18, 

2025 
 

Time:  
7am-11am 
the goal of 

$2,025 is raised 

 

 

 

762 Austen Place 
Shreveport, LA 71101 

Hope House 

hopehouse@churchholycross.org. 
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 
 
 
Hope House:  There is an ongoing need for coffee, sugar, creamer, laundry detergent pods, disposable razors, and 
personal-size hygiene products (soap, shampoo, deodorant, etc.) Please take your donations to 762 Austen Place or 
to the church office. Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Forward Day by Day in both standard and large-print editions, is available in the Narthex and the Undercroft.     

 
The Most Rev. Sean Rowe, Ph.D., D. D. XXVIII Presiding Bishop 
The Rt. Rev. Jacob Owensby, Ph.D., D. D. IV Bishop of Western Louisiana 
The Rev. Garrett Boyte, M.Div.  Rector 
The Rev. Mary Richard  Rector Emerita 
The Rev. Donald Heacock Priest Associate 
The Rev. Lois Maberry                                                                                                                                    Deacon 
Mr. Ben Gessner, M.M. Organist/Choirmaster 
Mr. Jake D. Donaldson, MBA. Parish Administrator 
Ms. Marie Boudreaux Videography 
Mr. Brian Jackson Sexton 
Ms. Donna Earnest Hope House  
Ms. Joy Porter Hope House 
Mr. Larry Murff Hope House 
Mr. Jason Goetz Hope House 
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