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SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA 

875 Cotton St. at Texas Ave, 71101 (318) 222-3325 
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THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
MORNING PRAYER: RITE II 

June 16, 2024.................................................................................................................................................. 11:00 a.m. 

Mike Wilkerson, Officiant 
 

Hymns and Service Music (S) are in the blue Hymnal 1982. 
 

ORGAN .............................................................. Consolation in D-flat .................................... Franz Liszt (1811–1886) 

 

HYMN 610 ......................................... Lord, whose love through humble service ................................... BLAENHAFREN 

 

OPENING SENTENCE 

Officiant I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 

Psalm 122:1 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

The Officiant says to the people 

Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our heavenly Father, to set forth his 

praise, to hear his holy Word, and to ask, for ourselves and on behalf of others, those things that are necessary for 

our life and our salvation. And so that we may prepare ourselves in heart and mind to worship him, let us kneel 

in silence, and with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, that we may obtain forgiveness by his infinite 

goodness and mercy. 

 

Silence may be kept. 

Officiant and People together, all kneeling 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 
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in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

All remain kneeling, and the Officiant says 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 

 

THE INVITATORY AND PSALTER 

All stand 

Officiant Lord, open our lips. 

People  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 

 
VENITE Psalm 95:1-7 

Come, let us sing to the Lord; * 

let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving * 

and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 

For the Lord is a great God, * 

and a great King above all gods. 

In his hand are the caverns of the earth, * 

and the heights of the hills are his also. 
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The sea is his, for he made it, * 

and his hands have molded the dry land. 

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, * 

and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 

For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. * 

Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 

 

All sit. 

 

PSALM 92:1-4, 11-14 

1 It is a good thing to give thanks to the LORD, * 

and to sing praises to your Name, O Most High; 

2 To tell of your loving-kindness early in the morning * 

and of your faithfulness in the night season; 

3 On the psaltery, and on the lyre, * 

and to the melody of the harp. 

4 For you have made me glad by your acts, O LORD; * 

and I shout for joy because of the works of your hands. 

11 The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, * 

and shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon. 

12 Those who are planted in the house of the LORD * 

shall flourish in the courts of our God; 

13 They shall still bear fruit in old age; * 

they shall be green and succulent; 

14 That they may show how upright the LORD is, * 

my Rock, in whom there is no fault. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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THE LESSONS 

THE FIRST LESSON .............................................................................................................. Ezekiel 17:22-24 

Reader  A reading from the Book of Ezekiel. 

 

Thus says the Lord GOD: 

I myself will take a sprig 

from the lofty top of a cedar; 

I will set it out. 

I will break off a tender one 

from the topmost of its young twigs; 

I myself will plant it 

on a high and lofty mountain. 

On the mountain height of Israel 

I will plant it, 

in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, 

and become a noble cedar. 

Under it every kind of bird will live; 

in the shade of its branches will nest 

winged creatures of every kind. 

All the trees of the field shall know 

that I am the LORD. 

I bring low the high tree, 

I make high the low tree; 

I dry up the green tree 

and make the dry tree flourish. 

I the LORD have spoken; 

I will accomplish it. 

 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

CANTICLE 9 ................................................................ Hymn 679 ...................................................... THOMAS MERTON 
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THE EPISTLE ................................................................................................................. 2 Corinthians 5:6-17 

Reader  A reading from the Second Letter of Paul to the Corinthians. 

 

We are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we are away from the 

Lord—for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we do have confidence, and we would rather be away from the body 

and at home with the Lord. So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. For all of us 

must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what has been done in 

the body, whether good or evil. 

 

Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we ourselves are well known to God, and I 

hope that we are also well known to your consciences. We are not commending ourselves to you again, but giving 

you an opportunity to boast about us, so that you may be able to answer those who boast in outward appearance 

and not in the heart. For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. For the 

love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all have died. And he 

died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for 

them. From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew Christ 

from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new 

creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! 

 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

CANTICLE 13 ................................................... Hymnal S-236 ....................................... John Rutter (b. 1945) 

 

THE GOSPEL ........................................................................................................................... Mark 4:26-34 

Reader  A reading from the Gospel according to Mark. 

 

Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, and would sleep and rise 

night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. The earth produces of itself, first the 

stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, 

because the harvest has come.” 
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He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for it? It is like a 

mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet when it is sown it 

grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can 

make nests in its shade.” 

 

With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; he did not speak to them except 

in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples. 

 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

Officiant and People together, all standing 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth; 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS 

The People stand or kneel 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Officiant Let us pray. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy Name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE SUFFRAGES 

V. Show us your mercy, O Lord; 

R. And grant us your salvation. 

V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 

R. Let your people sing with joy. 

V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 

R. For only in you can we live in safety. 

V. Lord, keep this nation under your care; 

R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 

V. Let your way be known upon earth; 

R. Your saving health among all nations. 
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V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 

R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 

V. Create in us clean hearts, O God; 

R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY   

Keep, O Lord, your household the Church in your steadfast faith and love, that through your grace we may 

proclaim your truth with boldness, and minister your justice with compassion; for the sake of our Savior Jesus 

Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

A COLLECT FOR SUNDAYS   

O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection of your Son our Lord: Give 

us this day such blessing through our worship of you, that the week to come may be spent in your favor; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

PRAYER FOR MISSION 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful people is governed and sanctified: 

Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before you for all members of your holy Church, that in 

their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

The People sit. 

 

ANTHEM ................................................... Creating God, your fingers trace ............................... David Hurd (b. 1950) 

The anthem text may be found at Hymn #394. 

All stand. 

THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 

for all your goodness and loving-kindness 

to us and to all whom you have made. 

We bless you for our creation, preservation, 

and all the blessings of this life; 
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but above all for your immeasurable love 

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 

not only with our lips, but in our lives, 

by giving up our selves to your service, 

and by walking before you 

in holiness and righteousness all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

 

A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication to you; 

and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name 

you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us 

in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all 

evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14 

 

HYMN WLP780 ..................................... Lord, you give the great commission ...................................... ABBOT’S LEIGH 

The hymn may be found on the following page. 

 

ORGAN .............................. Prelude and Fugue in E minor, BWV 533, “Cathedral” ......... J.S. Bach (1685–1750) 

 

The flowers on the high altar are given to the glory of God 

and in memory of Harry Mahlen by his wife, Carolyn, and the kids. 



10 
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Welcome to the Church of the Holy Cross! Our community is grounded in Baptism, Eucharist, prayer, and 

service. For it is in these things that we answer the call of our Lord to love God and love our neighbor. 

 

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE 

Sunday................................................................................................................................. Morning Prayer, 11:00 a.m. 

Monday–Saturday ....................................................................................................... Daily Office, 6:00 p.m. (Online) 

 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS .................................................................... SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA 

The Most Reverend Michael B. Curry, Ph.D., D.D. 

PRESIDING BISHOP OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

The Right Reverend Jacob W. Owensby, Ph.D., D.D. 

IV BISHOP OF WESTERN LOUISIANA 

  

The Reverend J. Garrett Boyte, M.Div................................................................................................................ RECTOR 

The Reverend Mary B. Richard ............................................................................................................ RECTOR EMERITA 

The Reverend Donald D. Heacock ..................................................................................................... PRIEST ASSOCIATE 

Benjamin Gessner, M.M. ......................................................................................................... ORGANIST/CHOIRMASTER 

Laurie Connell ............................................................................................................................OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR 

Kathleen Raymond ..................................................................................................................... MULTIMEDIA MANAGER 

Marie Boudreaux ..................................................................................................................................... VIDEOGRAPHER 

Charles Alford ...................................................................................................................................................... SEXTON 

Brian Jackson ...................................................................................................................................... ASSISTANT SEXTON 

Donna Earnest ............................................................................................................................................. HOPE HOUSE 

Joy Porter ...................................................................................................................................................... HOPE HOUSE 

Larry Murff ................................................................................................................................................... HOPE HOUSE 
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