
 
CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 

SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA 
875 Cotton St. at Texas Ave, 71101 (318) 222-3325 
Mail: P.O. Box 1627, 71165-1627 Email: church@churchholycross.org 
 

THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
THE HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE II 

February 4, 2024 ............................................................................................................................................ 11:00 a.m. 

The Rev. Garrett Boyte, Celebrant 
 

The liturgy is found in the Book of Common Prayer (Prayer Book). 

Hymns and Service Music (S) are in the Hymnal 1982. 
 

ORGAN PRELUDE ............................................. Elevation et Communion ...........Jean-Jacques Grunenwald (1911–1982) 
 
THE WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 

HYMN 423 .............................................. Immortal, invisible, God only wise ............................................... ST. DENIO 

 
The liturgy continues on page 355 of the Prayer Book. 

OPENING ACCLAMATION 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

COLLECT FOR PURITY 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO S-277 ........................................................................... David Hurd (b. 1951), New Plainsong 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
Set us free, O God, from the bondage of our sins, and give us the liberty of that abundant life which you 

have made known to us in your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

mailto:church@churchholycross.org
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THE FIRST LESSON ...................................................................................................................................Isaiah 40:21-31 

Have you not known? Have you not heard? 

Has it not been told you from the beginning? 

Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? 

It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, 

and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; 

who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, 

and spreads them like a tent to live in; 

who brings princes to naught, 

and makes the rulers of the earth as nothing. 

Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, 

scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth, 

when he blows upon them, and they wither, 

and the tempest carries them off like stubble. 

To whom then will you compare me, 

or who is my equal? says the Holy One. 

Lift up your eyes on high and see: 

Who created these? 

He who brings out their host and numbers them, 

calling them all by name; 

because he is great in strength, 

mighty in power, 

not one is missing. 

Why do you say, O Jacob, 

and speak, O Israel, 

"My way is hidden from the LORD, 

and my right is disregarded by my God"? 

Have you not known? Have you not heard? 

The LORD is the everlasting God, 

the Creator of the ends of the earth. 

He does not faint or grow weary; 

his understanding is unsearchable. 
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He gives power to the faint, 

and strengthens the powerless. 

Even youths will faint and be weary, 

and the young will fall exhausted; 

but those who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength, 

they shall mount up with wings like eagles, 

they shall run and not be weary, 

they shall walk and not faint. 

 

METRICAL PSALM 147:1-12 .................................................................................................... KINGSFOLD (Hymn #292) 

1. Hallelujah! How good it is 

praise to our God to sing: 

For it is pleasant, and to praise 

it is a comely thing. 

God doth build up Jerusalem; 

and he it is alone 

That the dispersed of Israel 

doth gather into one. 

2. Those that are broken in their heart, 

and grievèd in their minds, 

he healeth, and their painful wounds 

he tenderly up-binds. 

He counts the number of the stars; 

he names them ev’ry one. 

Great is our Lord, and of great pow’r; 

his wisdom search can none. 

3. The Lord lifts up the meek and casts 

the wicked to the ground. 

Sing to the Lord and give him thanks; 

on harp his praises sound; 

Who covereth the heav’n with clouds, 

who for the earth below 

prepareth rain, who maketh grass 

upon the mountains grow. 

4. He gives the beast his food, he feeds 

the ravens young that cry. 

His pleasure not in horses’ might, 

nor in man’s strength, doth lie. 

But in all those that do him fear 

the Lord doth pleasure take; 

In those that to his mercy do 

by hope themselves betake. 

– The Psalms of David in Meter (1650), alt. 

 

THE EPISTLE .................................................................................................................................. I Corinthians 9:16-23 

Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.” Knowledge puffs up, but 

love builds up. Anyone who claims to know something does not yet have the necessary knowledge; but anyone 

who loves God is known by him. 
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Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the world really exists,” and that “there 

is no God but one.” Indeed, even though there may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as in fact there are 

many gods and many lords— yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we 

exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist. 

 

It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so accustomed to idols until now, 

they still think of the food they eat as food offered to an idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. “Food 

will not bring us close to God.” We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. But take care that 

this liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. For if others see you, who possess 

knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, might they not, since their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the 

point of eating food sacrificed to idols? So by your knowledge those weak believers for whom Christ died are 

destroyed. But when you thus sin against members of your family, and wound their conscience when it is weak, 

you sin against Christ. Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling, I will never eat meat, so that I may not cause 

one of them to fall. 

 

HYMN ..................................................... Lord, speak to me, that I may speak .......................................... CANONBURY 

 

Words: Frances R. Havergal (1836–1879) Music: CANONBURY, Robert Schumann (1810–1856) 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL .................................................................................................................................... Mark 1:29-39 

After Jesus and his disciples left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon and Andrew, with James and 

John. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they told him about her at once. He came and 

took her by the hand and lifted her up. Then the fever left her, and she began to serve them. 

 

That evening, at sundown, they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with demons. And the whole city 

was gathered around the door. And he cured many who were sick with various diseases, and cast out many 

demons; and he would not permit the demons to speak, because they knew him. In the morning, while it was still 

very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted place, and there he prayed. And Simon and his companions 

hunted for him. When they found him, they said to him, “Everyone is searching for you.” He answered, “Let us 

go on to the neighboring towns, so that I may proclaim the message there also; for that is what I came out to do.” 

And he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the message in their synagogues and casting out demons. 

 

SERMON ...................................................................................................................................... The Rev. Garrett Boyte 

 

THE NICENE CREED ..................................................................................................................... Prayer Book, page 358 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Form V ....................................................................................... Prayer Book, page 389 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN ..................................................................................................................... Prayer Book, page 360 

 

THE PEACE  

 
THE HOLY COMMUNION 

HYMN 683 ................................................... O for a closer walk with God ................................................. BEATITUDO 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING – EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B ........................................................... Prayer Book, page 367 

 

SANCTUS S-124 ..................................................................................................................... David Hurd, New Plainsong 

 

FRACTION ANTHEM S-154 ................................................................................................... David Hurd, New Plainsong 
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All Baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Eucharist in The Episcopal Church. If you are not comfortable receiving the 

Eucharist, you are invited to receive a blessing instead. Simply cross your arms over your chest at the altar rail to indicate that you 

would prefer a blessing. You are also welcome to remain seated. We encourage you to do whatever is authentic to your beliefs and 

comfortable to your convictions. 

 

ANTHEM ........................................................... My spirit longs for thee ............................................Richard Shepherd 

My spirit longs for thee within my troubled breast, though I unworthy be of so divine a guest. 

Of so divine a guest, unworthy though I be, yet has my heart no rest unless it come from thee. 

Unless it come from thee, in vain I look around; in all that I can see, no rest is to be found. 

No rest is to be found but is thy blessed love: O let my wish be crowned and send it from above. 

– J. Byrom (1692–1763) 

 

ANTHEM .................................................................. Heal me, Lord ........................................................ Carol Petersen 

HYMN 567 ............................................... Thine arm, O Lord, in days of old ......................................... ST. MATTHEW 

 

THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION .............................................................................................. Prayer Book, page 365 

 

THE BLESSING AND DISMISSAL  

 

HYMN 688 ................................................... A mighty fortress is our God ........................................... EIN FESTE BURG 

 

ORGAN POSTLUDE ................................................... Sortie: Alleluia ......................................................... J. Grunenwald  
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Welcome to the Church of the Holy Cross! Our community is grounded in Baptism, Eucharist, prayer, and 

service. For it is in these things that we answer the call of our Lord to love God and love our neighbor. 

 
THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE 

Sunday...................................................................................................... Holy Eucharist, 9:00 (Chapel) & 11:00 a.m. 

Wednesday ................................................................................................................................... Holy Eucharist, Noon 

Evening Prayer, 6:00 p.m. 

Church music class, 6:30 p.m. (Library) 

Monday–Saturday .................................................................................................. Evening Prayer, 6:00 p.m. (Online) 

 

Ash Wednesday services with Imposition of Ashes and Holy Eucharist will be on February 14 at Noon and 6:00 

p.m. 

 

A Holy Cross ECW Lenten tradition continues – volunteers are needed for upcoming Soup Days! Please contact 

Marshall Middleton if you are interested in serving. Soup Days will begin Wednesday, February 21. 

 

The next program by the Carrefour Collaborative Music Project, featuring works for organ and organ and 

instruments, will be February 25 at 3:00 p.m. Admission is by donation. For more information, visit the 

Carrefour Facebook Page. 

  
There will be a Work Day in the Church gardens on March 2 from 8:00 to 10:00 a.m. 

 
CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS .................................................................... SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA 
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The Right Reverend Jacob W. Owensby, Ph.D., D.D. ............................................. IV BISHOP OF WESTERN LOUISIANA 
The Reverend J. Garrett Boyte, M.Div................................................................................................................ RECTOR 
The Reverend Mary B. Richard ............................................................................................................ RECTOR EMERITA 

The Reverend Donald D. Heacock ..................................................................................................... PRIEST ASSOCIATE 
Benjamin Gessner, M.M. ......................................................................................................... ORGANIST/CHOIRMASTER 
Laurie Connell ............................................................................................................................OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR 
Kathleen Raymond ..................................................................................................................... MULTIMEDIA MANAGER 

Marie Boudreaux ..................................................................................................................................... VIDEOGRAPHER 
Charles Alford ...................................................................................................................................................... SEXTON 
Brian Jackson ...................................................................................................................................... ASSISTANT SEXTON 

Donna Earnest ............................................................................................................................................. HOPE HOUSE 

Joy Porter ...................................................................................................................................................... HOPE HOUSE 

Larry Murff ................................................................................................................................................... HOPE HOUSE 


