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Shreveport 

Contact the Editor
Please send material for articles 

to lynn.walford@lsus.edu  

The Book of Common Prayer:  
Innovation and Evolution  

The 1979  Book of Common Prayer (BCP) was in many 
ways very progressive. The change in the rubrics allowed 
for the ordination of female priests. It opened the 
Eucharist to all baptized Christians, not just those who 
were confirmed or those who belonged to a specific 
parish. It changed the purposes of marriage and 
formulated it as an equal partnership. 

The 79 BCP also radically changed the Episcopal 
Church’s thinking in ways that many in the church have 
still not fully realized or accepted. Principally, it focused 
intensely upon Holy Baptism as the sacrament of full 
inclusion into the Church, the Body of Christ. It also made adult Baptism the 
nominative theology, rather than infant Baptism, which had been the 
nominative assumption since at least the Middle Ages.

The 79 BCP was a product of the liturgical innovations that had been taking 
place throughout the Christian world, spurred by the Second Vatican Council’s 
liturgical reforms. The Episcopal Church saw this as an opportunity to recenter 
its identity within the larger catholic (small c) framework and to deemphasize 
(while still retaining!) its protestant identity. 

Formerly, the Episcopal Church was known as “The Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States.” Today it’s simply The Episcoal Church. With 
these changes came other innovations that our reformer forbears would find 
unsavory, but that we recognize today as meet and right so to do. 

That, in all but a few parishes, one can find candles on the altar is but one sign 
of the changes that have occurred in our church in the last hundred years. 
Others include the priests wearing chausibles instead of choir dress, calling the 
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priests father or mother, the centering of the Eucharist in our corporate worship, Rite II’s eucharistic theologies, 
and many other things, large and small. 
But that’s not to say that we adopted all of Vatican II’s reforms. There are yet more things that we retained in our 
liturgy, such as kneeling to receive communion at the altar rail rather than standing in the nave, kneeling at the 
Eucharistic prayer rather than standing, and of course our Rite I liturgies still maintain their incredibly protestant 
theologies. 

 “this fragile earth, our island home” 
 from Eucharistic Prayer C 

Interestingly, Prayer C is probably the most Roman Catholic-esque prayer in our 
prayer book due to its order being radically different: the people are required to 
remain standing, and there is much more lay involvement than in any of the 
others. Its order, in which the Holy Spirit is called down (epiclesis) before the 
words of institution, is taken from the Roman-Alexandrian form of the 
Eucharist, rather than the West Syrian form, which every other Eucharistic prayer 
has followed since our first prayer book in 1789.

But of course we still put our own Episcopal twist on it. The author of that 
prayer, Howerd Galley, was a gay man who wrote the first draft of it while sitting 
at Ty’s Leather Bar in New York City. Interestingly, it’s also the only prayer that 
mentions Original Sin, which is why I used it throughout Lent in 2021. I’ll 
confess it’s not my favorite prayer, but that has more to do with my remembering in which order to do the ritual 
actions associated with the various parts which are in an order I’m not used to! That is to say, I actually like the Star 
Wars part of the prayer. 
The point of all this is that the “new” prayer book has yet to be adequately read, marked, learned, or inwardly digested 
by many of the faithful. Baptism has still not taken root as the sacrament of full inclusion in the Body of Christ. That 
private Baptisms still occur without reasonable cause such as disability or illness is one point of evidence. 
I did a few private Baptisms during the COVID shutdowns because that’s just what was necessary at the time, but 
even then the result was an anemic liturgy in an empty church. Just what was the newly baptized being included into? 
And who was there to welcome them into this new fictive kinship but their own immediate and biological kin?I’m 
thankful that that time is behind us, and that we are now able to baptize again with the Body of Christ, the Church, 
present and rejoicing. 
Another point of evidence, which will be the topic of the next issue of Crossings, has to do with the hot-button issue 
of Communion without Baptism (CWOB). This is a topic that comes up about every three years, when a group of 
delegates puts forward a motion at General Convention to remove the canon requiring Baptism before one can 
receive the Eucharist. The motion is consistently voted down by both the House of Deputies and the House of 
Bishops, but it is always the object of usually interesting, sometimes rabid, debate. 
I will offer a more detailed explanation of that current debate in our next issue, but suffice it to say that Baptism is the 
sacrament of full inclusion, and it is there that we must turn our attention and prayer. Inviting others to Baptism is 
the means by which we grow the Church, and the 79 BCP and all to the liturgical revisions of the late twentieth 
century coalesced around Baptism for that reason. 

The 79 BCP offers a rich understanding of both our catholic and reformed heritage. Its diversity of expression is 
evidence of its utility for the life of the Church. While it is far from perfect, it remains a fulsome and worthwhile order 
for Episcopalians and others who have sought its wisdom, comfort, and grace. We would do well to pay close 
attention to its rhythms and words as we endeavor to grow closer to Christ in our walk of faith. 

Fr. Garrett Boyte 



Calendar for June 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Saturdays Evening Prayer, Rite II   6:00 pm Online 

Sundays Morning Prayer, Rite II   9:00 am Chapel 
Parish Choir rehearsal   9:45 am Nave 
Holy Eucharist, Rite II 11:00 am Nave
Children’s Sunday School 10:00 am Education Building 

Mondays, Tuesdays Evening Prayer, Rite II   6:00 pm Online 

Wednesdays Book Club 10:30 am Library 
Holy Eucharist, Rite II  Noon Chapel 

  Evening Prayer, Rite II   6:00 pm Nave and online 
Bible Study   6:30 pm Library 

Thursdays, Fridays Evening Prayer, Rite II   6:00 pm Online 

Tuesday, June 21 Vestry meeting    6:00 pm Library 

Wednesday, June 29 LGBT Pride Mass    6:00 pm Nave 

Prayer List
Steve Abramson 
Stella Rhea Bergman 
Ellen Dunlop Belote 
Mark Boydston 
Nikki Brown 
Mary Berth 
Margaret Boudreaux 
Sara Lou Coyle 
John Craig 
Drew Dodson Family 
Floyd “Buzzy” Farrar 
Maggie Fowle 
John August Gianforte 

Richard Hadwin 
Sandra Hadwin  
Josh Harrel 
Mike Hathaway 
Zoe Hathaway 
Ann-Marie Henderson 
Robert Henley 
Elizabeth Ingram 
Peggy Kirkland and family 
David Lewis 
Richard Liles 
Maureen Locke 
Mim McCoy 

Della McCranie 
Sammy Mears 
Kelly Rutz 
Brady Sessions 
Mary Ann Shemwell 
Linda Sirman and family 
Angela Smith 
Paul Smith 
Catherine Spaht 
Paul Spaht 
Robert Todd 
Cynthia Walker 
Louis Wallace 

David Walsh 
Connie Wiggins 
Bill Wright 
Mary Wright 
Sheryl Wright 
The people of Ukraine 
Advocates for Mental    
Health 
Those suffering from 
mental illness 
Those contemplating 
suicide 

 We pray for those who serve and are served by The Philadelphia Center. 
We also pray for Camp Hardtner: Jr. High campers, staff, and counselors Eliana Bartlett, Isabelle Lewis, William 
Salvagio; and Mid-High campers, staff, and counselors Stephanie King, Avery Landry, and Annabel Partington. 

In the diocesan cycle of prayer, we pray for The Bishop, Rt. Rev. Jacob W. Owensby, Ph.D, DD (Joy); 
for the Bishop’s staff: the Rev. Canon John Bedingfield (Donna), the Rev. Annie Etheredge (Jim), 

the Rev. George Gennuso (Grace), Joy Owensby (+Jake), Kathy Richey (David), Holly Davis Windham (Jared); 
for Deacons: Archdeacon Lois Maberry (Ron), Kay Hunter, Bette Jo Kauffman, Michael Parham; 

 for the Standing Committee; for the Diocesan Council; for Postulants: Countess Authement, Reese Fuller; 
and for Candidates: Katy Campbell, John Henson, Benjamin Thoms, Brian Warner. 



Lay Ministries 

The Third Sunday after Pentecost: June 26, 2022 

Lectors: Robert Henley, Ginger Paul 
Prayers of the People: Kirk Fontenot 

Eucharistic Ministers: Sr. Cecilia Horton, Herschel Richard 
Acolyte: Aaron Horton 

Ushers: Laura Wilkerson, Mike Wilkerson 
Altar Guild: Laura Wilkerson, Mike Wilkerson 

The Fourth Sunday after Pentecost: July 3, 2022 

Lectors: Melissa Fowle, Mike Wilkerson 
Prayers of the People: Melissa Fowle 

Eucharistic Ministers: Sr. Cecilia Horton, Herschel Richard 

Ushers: Tommie Sue Brooks, Bill Richard 
Altar Guild: Tommie Sue Brooks 

________________________________________________________ 

Service Music

The Third Sunday after Pentecost: June 26, 2022 

Mass:        
Psalm 16:  
Anthem: 
Hymns:    
Organ: 

   Powell and Hurd 
   Plainsong: Robert Knox Kennedy, adapt. B. Power 

 Thy church, O God—Thiman  
 525 Aurelia; 565 Monk’s Gate; 559 Dulce carmen; 610 Blaenhafren
  Concert in Dm—Vivaldi; trans. J. S. Bach, BWV 596; Flute solo—Arne; Tu es Petra--Mulet 

The Fourth Sunday after Pentecost: July 3, 2022 
All American Music 

Mass: Powell and Hurd 
Psalm 66:1-8:  Metrical:  Tune - Azmon  - Lowell Mason

 Anthem: 
 Hymns: 
 Organ:      

 Jubilate Deo--Purvis 
392 Vinyard Haven; 456 de Tar; 316 Canticum refectionis; 599 Lift Every Voice 
Fanfare – Sowerby Jig – W. Selby

Mass:

Psalm 87:
Hymn:
Solo: Simple Song – L. Bernstein

LGBT Pride Mass: Wednesday, June 29, 2022, 6:00pm

  421 Decius, Proulx. and Hurd
St. Anne; B. Power, arr.
Draw us in the Spirit’s tether – H. Friedell



ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UPCOMING EVENTS

LGBT Pride Mass
We will host our third annual LGBT Pride Mass at Holy 
Cross on Wednesday, June 29, at 6:00 pm. The Pride 
Mass is a celebration with the LGBT community of 
Shreveport and the surrounding area. The goal of this 
event is to celebrate the freedom we find in Christ to be 
who God has created us to be. Some will disagree, but 
we proudly declare what the LGBT community has long 
known: God’s love is for all. Please join us for this 
joyous celebration. 

The Continuing Feast
This monthly feast usually takes place on the first Sunday of the month. This, year, however the first 
Sunday is on the Fourth of July weekend, when many of our parishioners have family celebrations or 
will be out of town. In, fact, our own rector will be away, serving as dean for the middle and high 

school campers at Camp Hardtner. As a result, we are postponing the Continuing Feast 
until the following, Sunday, July 10. 

Some years ago, when the Holy Cross kitchen was being remodeled, we asked people to bring cold 
dishes to the feast, since we had no way to heat food. As usual, our cooks outdid themselves with 
their creativity, and we had a delicious array of salads, sandwiches, cold cuts, and other goodies. 
We’d like to revive that tradition during these hot summer months, so we ask that you use your 
imagination and contribute cold dishes to the feast. Remember that if you aren’t a cook, store-
bought is just fine. 
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Mission Statement: The Church of the Holy Cross, Shreveport, Louisiana, strives to be the presence of Jesus Christ in our
community and beyond, through worship of Almighty God, open inquiry, sharing fellowship, valued diversity, genuine inclusiveness, and 
servant leadership—encouraging all to exercise God’s gifts and calling as we share the Gospel of Hope in programs, to serve without 
regard for religious affiliation, race, or economic status.  



Hope House:  There is an ongoing need for coffee, sugar, creamer, laundry detergent pods, disposable razors,

and personal-size hygiene products (soap, shampoo, deodorant, etc.) Please take your donations to 762 Austen 
Place or to the church office. Thank you for your continued support. 

Forward Day by Day for June and July, in both standard and large-print editions, is available in the

Narthex and the Undercroft.   
The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry, Ph.D., D. D. XXVII Presiding Bishop 
The Rt. Rev. Jacob Owensby, Ph.D., D. D. IV Bishop of Western Louisiana 
The Rev. J. Garrett Boyte, M.Div.  Rector 
The Rev. Mary Richard  Rector Emerita 
The Rev. Kenneth W. Paul Rector Emeritus 
The Rev. Donald D. Heacock Director, Holy Cross Child Placement Agency 
Mr. Bruce Power Organist-Choirmaster 
Mrs. Laurie Connell Office Administrator 
Mr. Charles Alford  Sexton 
Mr. Brian Jackson Assistant Sexton
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