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Services 
(until further notice) 

 

Please see calendar. 
 

The Vestry 
David Richard, Senior Warden 

Ginger Paul, Junior Warden 
Becky Snodgrass, Secretary 

Tommie Sue Brooks 
Georgiana Gleason 
Lyman McKellar 

Marshall Middleton 
Reid Raymond 
Jackie Songy 

Monty Walford, Treasurer 
(non-vestry) 

 

Contact Information 
Telephone: (318) 222-3325 

Fax: (318) 681-9506 
Rector’s email: 

rector@churchholycross.org  
Office email: 

church@churchholycross.org  
 

Please visit our website  
https://churchholycross.org 

 

Please follow us on 
Facebook and YouTube 

Church of the Holy Cross 
Shreveport 

 

 

Contact the Editor 
Please send material for articles 

to lynn.walford@lsus.edu  

 

 

 

Holy Cross Child Placement                                                  

                                                                                            

                                                                                         

Many of you are probably aware of Holy Cross 
Child Placement, but you might not know the 
background and details of this wonderful ministry. 
It was established in 1984 by Fr. Donald Heacock, 
Margaret Heacock, and Fr. Kenneth Paul as a 
venue to help people in our community to adopt. 
HCCP is committed to creating families through 
adoption by preparing, nurturing, supporting, and 
advocating for all those involved in the process. 
Adamant that all shall be loved, HCCP supports 
individuals and families of any color, gender, 
national origin, race, religion, sex, or sexual orientation. 
 

HCCP was so successful that in 1989 it became a separate 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization with its own office, and began to help people adopt nationwide. 
Although it remains an independent organization, in 2020 it moved its office 
back to the Holy Cross campus. This is where Holy Cross member Kendall 
Raymond comes in.  

                                                                                                      Kendall Raymond 

Kendall has been very active in HCCP for the past two 
years, working both with parents seeking to adopt and 
mothers looking to have an adoption. In Fr. Garrett’s 
words, “ministry is more than just good deeds. We can all 
do good deeds, but ministry is the answering of a call. It is 
the body’s response to the deep stirrings of a heart moved 
by the Holy Spirit.” Clearly, Kendall has responded to this 
call, and she describes some of what she does as follows: 
  

Once we meet with the birth mother, we find out 
how we can best serve her and her child. That’s 
accomplished by understanding her motivation to                                           
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place her child, what her current circumstances are, and what her hopes and dreams are for her future and 
the future of her baby. Next, we work out what the birth mother’s financial needs are and present them to 
the adopting family. I usually look for housing, furniture, and household items to help the mother get off to 
a good start after the birth of her baby. She is given a weekly allowance, and I make sure that her bills are 
paid. I take her to her OB/GYN appointments, have access to her medical records, and keep the adopting 
family up to date on them. If necessary, I take her shopping or to other appointments. On several occasions, 
my daughter Katie and my son Will have jumped in and worked miracles to make happen what needed to 
happen. 
 

I keep in close touch with the adopting mothers, who are usually excited, worried, happy, and stressed all at 
the same time. When the time comes, I alert the social worker at the hospital so that everyone on staff is 
aware of the circumstances. On the fifth day after a birth, the birth parents and I meet with attorneys who 
explain  the procedure of  what is called the “surrender of parental rights.” When the baby is discharged 
from the hospital, I am required to be present to walk the baby and his or her new family off the grounds. 
So for about ten minutes, I’ve had the responsibility of these tiny little lives.  

                                                                                                                                      Baby Liam and his team 

I’ve beem personally involved with four newborn infant placements in the last 
two and a half years. The first was to my sister and her husband in North 
Carolina; and the next three were to families from south Louisiana. The most 
recent was baby Liam Beaux, who appears in the photo. 
 

Fr. Don and Margaret Heacock are still very involved in the process. Don 
reviews my home studies, Margaret suggests entries and corrections, and then 
Don, our LCSW (Licensed Clinical Social Worker), signs off on them. Their 
knowledge and support have been invaluable to this ministry. 
 

Fr. Garrett adds that, in addition to Kendall’s ministry here at home, she is exploring the international arena. She 
has already participated in the adoption of two children from the Philippines and a child from Bulgaria. In mid-
June, Kendall and her son William will travel to Moldova, which lies between Ukraine and Romania, and where 
many Ukranian refugees are temporarily located. Stirred by the calls to action in the media and within our own 
community, they hope to assist at either an overnight shelter or a day shelter for refugees. 
 

Holy Cross, which operates its own day shelter for the homeless in Shreveport, seeks to engage its members in the 
ministries that matter to them. We hope that by engaging in one of our established ministries like Holy Cross Child 
Placement, one can develop the knowledge and skills needed to create new forms of ministry.  
 

Kendall Raymond has done just that. A mother of four herself, she 
was moved by the women and children in their need, and so she 
reached out to United Planet, a nonprofit organization that seeks to 
coordinate and match up those who need help with those who want 
to help. The next day she received a call from the CEO. She learned 
that there is a great need for someone to work with the women and 
children in Chisinau, the Moldovan capital, and was asked right away when she could come. And so plans were 
made.  
 

Unfortunately, United Planet does not have the resources to pay for travel and other expenses to and from 
Moldova. Holy Cross seeks to help Kendall and William with the cost of their ministry to the widows and orphans. 
The cash offering for Pentecost will be dedicated to this effort, and our members and friends are also strongly 
encouraged to donate either directly to Kendall or through the church. Please note on the checks “Moldava 2022.” 
 

Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows  
in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world. James 1:27 
 

Story by Kendall Raymond and Fr. Garrett Boyte 
Edited and adapted by Lynn Walford 



Father Garrett Boyte’s Institution as Rector of Holy Cross 

 
 
Although Fr. Garrett has served as Rector of Holy Cross for some time now, due to COVID he was never officially 
insituted as Rector until now. On Wednesday, June 1, this was remedied. In a beautiful service presided by Bishop 
Owensby and including clergy from the convocation, Fr. Garrett was instituted as Rector of the Church of the Holy 
Cross.Below are some photos of the joyous celebration and the elegant reception following the service. For more 
photos, see our Facebook page. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

We Have an Organist! 
 

 
Fr. Garrett is happy to announce that we will be joined in August by Mr. 
Benjamin “Ben” Gessner. Ben comes to us by way of Atlanta, and we are 
thrilled to have such a talented and thoughtful person join us at the console 
of our 1920 E. M. Skinner organ. 
 

We will of course miss Bruce Power tremendously once he retires, and we 
know that he is irreplaceable. However, Ben showed throughout the hiring 
process that he will not only maintain the standard of excellence we’ve come 
to expect in our musical worship, but will also continue to build on the 
ministry Bruce has worked so hard on. Ben demonstrated, in addition to an 
amazing skill in musical craft, a deeply pastoral and educational commitment 
to working with our choir and the design of liturgy. 
 

Ben plans to move to Shreveport in July, and will start at Holy Cross on 
August 1. It goes without saying that we greatly anticipate his arrival, and will 
be sure to give him the warmest of welcomes. 
 
Originally from the Hudson Valley, New York, Benjamin Gessner has been a parish organist for nine years. He 
completed a Master of Music degree at Mercer University in 2021, having studied organ with Dr. Jack Mitchner, and 
church music with Dr. Nathan Myrick. Previous organ teachers include John Rose and Christopher Houlihan at 
Trinity College in Connecticut. Under Dr. Myrick’s supervision, Ben co-authored a chapter for the forthcoming 
Oxford Handbook of Community Singing. When not at the console, Ben can be found reading liturgy-related 
books, or just watching Netflix. His favorite hymn—if he were forced to pick only one—is St. Patrick’s Breastplate.  
   

 

Calendar for June 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Saturdays Evening Prayer, Rite II     6:00 pm  Online 
 

Sundays Morning Prayer, Rite II     9:00 am  Chapel 

 Parish Choir rehearsal     9:45 am  Nave 

 Holy Eucharist, Rite II   11:00 am  Nave 

 Children’s Sunday School  10:00 am  Education Building 
 

Mondays, Tuesdays Evening Prayer, Rite II     6:00 pm  Online 

 

Wednesdays Book Club      10:30 am  Library 

 Holy Eucharist, Rite II          Noon  Chapel 

                                                   Evening Prayer, Rite II     6:00 pm  Nave and online 

 Bible Study      6:30 pm  Library 
 

Thursdays, Fridays Evening Prayer, Rite II     6:00 pm  Online 
 

Saturday, June 11 Vestry Retreat        9:00 am  Sibleyshire 
 

Tuesday, June 21 Vestry meeting        6:00 pm  Library 
 

Wednesday, June 29 LGBT Pride Mass         6:00 pm  Nave  

 

 



Prayer List 
 

 

Steve Abramson 
Stella Rhea Bergman 
Ellen Dunlop Belote 
Mark Boydston 
Nikki Brown 
Mary Berth 
Margaret Boudreaux 
Sara Lou Coyle 
John Craig 
Drew Dodson Family 
Floyd “Buzzy” Farrar 
Maggie Fowle 
John August Gianforte 

Richard Hadwin 
Sandra Hadwin           
Josh Harrel 
Mike Hathaway 
Zoe Hathaway 
Ann-Marie Henderson 
Robert Henley 
Elizabeth Ingram 
Peggy Kirkland and family 
David Lewis 
Richard Liles 
Maureen Locke 
Mim McCoy 

Della McCranie 
Sammy Mears 
Kelly Rutz 
Brady Sessions 
Mary Ann Shemwell 
Linda Sirman and family 
Angela Smith 
Paul Smith 
Catherine Spaht 
Paul Spaht 
Robert Todd 
Cynthia Walker 
Louis Wallace 

David Walsh 
Connie Wiggins 
Bill Wright 
Mary Wright 
Sheryl Wright 
The people of Ukraine 
Advocates for Mental    
Health 
Those suffering from 
mental illness 
Those contemplating 
suicide 

 
 

 We pray for those who serve and are served by The Caddo Council on Aging. 
 

In the diocesan cycle of prayer, we pray for The Bishop, Rt. Rev. Jacob W. Owensby, Ph.D, DD (Joy);  
for the Bishop’s staff: the Rev. Canon John Bedingfield (Donna), the Rev. Annie Etheredge (Jim),  

the Rev. George Gennuso (Grace), Joy Owensby (+Jake), Kathy Richey (David), Holly Davis Windham (Jared);  
for Deacons: Archdeacon Lois Maberry (Ron), Kay Hunter, Bette Jo Kauffman, Michael Parham; 

 for the Standing Committee; for the Diocesan Council; for Postulants: Countess Authement, Reese Fuller;  
and for Candidates: Katy Campbell, John Henson, Benjamin Thoms, Brian Warner.  

 
__________________________________________________________ 

 
Lay Ministries 

 

 
The First Sunday after Pentecost: Trinity Sunday: June 12, 2022 

 
Lectors: Kirk Fontenot, Pembroke Roeder 

Prayers of the People: Melissa Fowle 
Eucharistic Ministers: Carolyn Mahlen, Herschel Richard 

Acolytes: ???  
Ushers: Becky Snodgrass, Steve Snodgrass 

Altar Guild: Tommie Sue Brooks, Ginger Paul 
 
 

The Second Sunday after Pentecost: June 19, 2022 

 

 
Lectors: Becky Snodgrass, Steve Snodgrass 
Prayers of the People: Pembroke Roeder 

Eucharistic Ministers: Robert Henley, Ginger Paul 
Acolyte: Steve Snodgrass 

Ushers: Tommie Donna Neal, Bill Richard 
Altar Guild: Ginger Paul, Becky Snodgrass  

 
 
 



 

 
 
 

Service Music 

 
 

The First Sunday after Pentecost: Trinity Sunday: June 12, 2022 
 

            Introit:          Blessed be the Holy Trinity—Tone VIII 
            Mass:            Powell and Hurd  
            Psalm 8:       Metrical setting: Land of Rest 
            Canticle 13:  Benedictus es, Domini—S-231, Tone VIII            
            Anthem:       O ye who bear Christ’s holy name—Godfrey Sampson 
            Hymns:        362 Nicaea; 489 Tallis’ Ordinal; 370 (1,2,6,7); St. Patrick’s Breastplate/Deidre; 
                                  367 Rustington; 657 Hyfrydol 
            Organ:          Prelude and Fugue in E Flat, BWV 522—J. S. Bach;  
                                  Meditation VI on the Mystery of the Holy Trinity--Messiaen  
 

 

 
The Second Sunday after Pentecost: June 19, 2022 

 
Mass:              Powell and Hurd  

            Psalm 42/43:  42: Tone VIII.2, Land of Rest, arr. B. Power; 43: Metrical setting, St. Anne 
            Anthem:          Draw us in the spirit’s tether—H. Friedell 
            Hymns:           636 Foundation; 608 Melita; 699 Aberystwyth; 379 Abbot’s Leigh 
            Organ:             Arioso—Sowerby; Toccata--Gigout 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UPCOMING EVENTS      

 

                                                                                                       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Camp Hardtner 

With summer almost here, it’s time to start thinking about camp! If you have a child, grandchild, 

niece or nephew, or just a kid in your neighborhood who would like to go to camp, please let Fr. 

Garrett know. We have scholarships available when needed. Camp is a great time for everyone. Fr. 

Garrett will be dean for the Mid High Camp (9th through 11th grades) the first week of July. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LGBT Pride Mass 

We will host our third annual LGBT Pride Mass at Holy Cross on Wednesday, June 29, at 6:00 pm. 

More details will be provided in forthcoming issues of Crossings. 
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Mission Statement: The Church of the Holy Cross, Shreveport, Louisiana, strives to be the presence of Jesus Christ in our 
community and beyond, through worship of Almighty God, open inquiry, sharing fellowship, valued diversity, genuine inclusiveness, and 
servant leadership—encouraging all to exercise God’s gifts and calling as we share the Gospel of Hope in programs, to serve without 
regard for religious affiliation, race, or economic status.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hope House:  There is an ongoing need for coffee, sugar, creamer, laundry detergent pods, disposable razors, 

and personal-size hygiene products (soap, shampoo, deodorant, etc.) Please take your donations to 762 Austen 
Place or to the church office. Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Forward Day by Day for June and July, in both standard and large-print editions, is available in the 

Narthex and the Undercroft.     

 
The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry, Ph.D., D. D. XXVII Presiding Bishop 
The Rt. Rev. Jacob Owensby, Ph.D., D. D. IV Bishop of Western Louisiana 
The Rev. J. Garrett Boyte, M.Div.  Rector 
The Rev. Mary Richard  Rector Emerita 
The Rev. Kenneth W. Paul Rector Emeritus 
The Rev. Donald D. Heacock Director, Holy Cross Child Placement Agency 
Mr. Bruce Power Organist-Choirmaster 
Mrs. Laurie Connell Office Administrator 
Mr. Charles Alford  Sexton 
Mr. Brian Jackson                                                                                                                              Assistant Sexton 
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