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Please visit our website  
https://churchholycross.org 
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Facebook and YouTube 
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Proclaiming Death, Proclaiming Life 
                                                     

                    
1 Corinthians 11:26: For as often as you eat this bread 
and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he 
comes. 
 

When you receive communion, what are you 
proclaiming? When you kneel to take the bread 
and drink from this cup, what is your heart saying 
back to God? What is your mouth saying to the 
world? 
  

It seems strange, doesn’t it, that St. Paul would 
tell us that we are proclaiming the Lord’s death? But St. Paul also tells us that 
we who are baptized were baptized into Christ’s death. Obviously, for Paul, the 
resurrection of Christ means something. But so does his death. 

 

For St. Paul, to be baptized into Christ’s death means that we have died to sin. 
It means that we have died to the flesh so that we can be alive in the spirit. It 
means that we don’t have to keep on doing things the way we’ve always done 
them. 
 

To proclaim his death, which we do every time we take the Eucharist, is to be 
reminded of our baptism into Christ’s death. Eucharist is, after all, an extension 
of our baptism. It is the repeatable act that reminds us we were bought with a 
price. And it strengthens our baptized lives. That’s one of the reasons why the 
Church requires baptism before sharing the Eucharistic feast. 
 

All this talk of death is likely to make many uncomfortable. I’m sure that for 
many, like myself, it conjures up images of loved ones who have died and 
passed into the nearer presence of our Lord. Sometimes we can be glad of that 
memory. Other times it can be painful. Sometimes it’s both. 
 

But it’s important that we be a people who dare to speak of these things, for it 
is through death that we come to new life. Either from baptism or the grave, 
new life awaits us when we rise up. And that new life exists because Christ first 
came and died for us. However, in order to seek new life we must first be 
willing to die to the old one. And how can we die if we’re unwilling even to 
think of it, let alone talk about it?  
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Our lectionary, for the reading on Maundy Thursday,  gives us the story of the first Passover in Egypt. This story 
provides us some context for why St. Paul was so concerned with us remembering and  proclaiming the Lord’s 
death. It is through the slaughter of the Passover lamb, the sprinkling of its blood on the lintels of the homes, that 
the angel of death passes over the homes of Hebrews. The Hebrews are then commanded to eat the lamb, for the 
sprinkling of its blood will save their lives from death, but eating it will provide them with the strength ncessary for 
what comes after survival. 
 

Can you see the parallels to the Eucharist here? Through baptism, we are covered, saved from death, and promised 
new life in Christ, our Passover. And then in Eucharist, we share in the body of that paschal lamb so that we can 
have the strength to carry on in our new lives.  
 

There is another story that takes place in the wilderness as the Hebrews wandered the desert for forty years: 
 

The people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up 
out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we 
detest this miserable food.” Then the Lord sent poisonous serpents among the 
people, and they bit the people so that many Israelites died. The people came to 
Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking against the Lord and against you; 
pray to the Lord to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the 
people. And the Lord said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a 
pole, and everyone who is bitten shall look upon it and live.” So Moses made a 
serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole, and whenever a serpent bit someone, 
that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live. (Numbers 21:5-9) 
 

It is by looking at the very thing that is killing them that the Israelites are saved. This is important. 
 

If we want to live, truly live, we must look deeply, deeply at the very thing we think is going to kill us, just as Christ 
did at the cross. And we must declare, even proclaim, the death of our Lord which has forever rendered null and 
void the powers of the world. And we must do this until his coming again. 
 

You were baptized into his death. You receive the Eucharist by which you proclaim his death, because his death 
means your life. His body broken means your body restored. His self emptied means yourself fulfilled. Look upon 
him and live. 

The Rev. Garrett Boyte 
 
 

 

Calendar for May 
 

Saturdays Evening Prayer, Rite II     6:00 pm  Online 
 

Sundays Morning Prayer, Rite II     9:00 am  Chapel 

 Parish Choir rehearsal     9:45 am  Nave 

 Holy Eucharist, Rite II   11:00 am  Nave 

 Children’s Sunday School  10:00 am  Education Building 
 

Mondays, Tuesdays Evening Prayer, Rite II     6:00 pm  Online 

 

Wednesdays Book Club      10:30 am  Library 

 Holy Eucharist, Rite II          Noon  Chapel 

                                                   Evening Prayer, Rite II     6:00 pm  Nave and online 

 Bible Study (beginning May 18)    6:30 pm  Library 
 

Thursdays, Fridays Evening Prayer, Rite II     6:00 pm  Online 
 

Sunday, May 1 The Continuing Feast   12:15 pm  Undercroft 
 

Tuesday, May 17 Vestry meeting       6:00 pm  Library   

 



       
 
 
 

Holy Ordinary 
Finding God in the Everyday 

By Carol Mead                        

 
 

Today 
 
 
(Mark 16:9-20) Now after he rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene. . . . She went out and told 
those who had been with him. . . . But they would not believe it. . . . Later he appeared to the eleven themselves . . . and he upbraided 
them for their lack of faith and stubbornness, because they had not believed those who saw him after he had risen. 
 

Our office was closed yesterday, and twice already I have said today is Monday. I’m a bit disoriented that way, but it 
doesn’t matter much. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Like many human beings, I love to name and label things, experiences—even people. Without those labels, I feel 
uncomfortable and disconnected from my points of reference. Then I realize that feeling comfortable can prevent 
my seeing and doing what I am called to see and do. 
 

Mary Magdalene brought, to the other disciples, news that was completely disorienting, a whole new way of being in 
the world. They did not believe her claim that Jesus had risen, so they were delayed in their ability to grasp that 
human life had been irrevocably changed. 
 

God’s work is not delayed or changed by our “lack of faith and stubbornness,” but those attributes limit our ability 
to live in the joy of resurrection. We want desperately to categorize what happened to Jesus so that we can safely 
and comfortably predict what will happen to us. But the fact is that Jesus Christ is risen today. 
 

Whatever day of the week it is. . . . 
 
 
 
Carol Mead is priest-in-charge at St. Peter’s-by-the-Lake Episcopal Church in Brandon, Mississippi. You can learn more about Carol 
and her journey to Holy Ordinary on her website: www.holyordinary.com.  

http://www.holyordinary.com/


 

Prayer List 
 

 

Steve Abramson 
Paula Bedenbender 
Ellen Dunlop Belote 
Stella Rhea Bergman 
Mary Berth 
Margaret Boudreaux 
Mark Boydston 
Nikki Brown 
Sarah Lou Coyle 
John Craig 
Drew Dodson Family 
Floyd “Buzzy” Farrar 
Maggie Fowle 

John August Gianforte 
Richard Hadwin 
Sandra Hadwin           
Josh Harrel 
Mike Hathaway 
Zoe Hathaway 
John Hellyer 
Peggy Hellyer 
Ann-Marie Henderson 
Robert Henley 
Elizabeth Ingram 
Peggy Kirkland and family 
David Lewis 

Richard Liles 
Maureen Locke 
Sammy Mears 
Mim McCoy 
Della McCranie 
Kelly Rutz 
Brady Sessions 
Irene Sharp 
Ralph Sharp 
Mary Ann Shemwell 
Linda Sirman and family 
Angela Smith 
Catherine Spaht 

Paul Spaht 
Wally Springerley 
Robert Todd 
Cynthia Walker 
Louis Wallace 
David Walsh 
Connie Wiggins 
Bill Wright 
Mary Wright 
Sheryl Wright 
The people of Ukraine 

 

 We pray for those who serve and are served by The Philadelphia Center. 
 

In the diocesan cycle of prayer, we pray for Episcopal Church Women, Shetwan Roberison, President;  
for Daughters of the King, Mary Beth Edwards, President; and for Non-Parochical and other Clergy,  
The Rev. Andrew Armond (Patti), the Rev. James Benbrook (Becky), the Rev. John Campbell (Sarah),  

the Rev. Stephen Caudle, the Rev. Andrew Comeaux (Eydie), the Rev. Annie Etheredge (Jim), 
 the Rev. R. Christopher Heying (Cindy), the Rev. Herman Ogea (Kathi+), the Rev. Liz Ratcliff (Robert),  

the Rev. Madeline Rebouche, the Rev. Don White (Kathryn), and the Rev. Kenneth White. 
 
 

________________________________________________ 

 
Lay Ministries 

 

The Third Sunday of Easter: May 1, 2022 
 

Lectors: Ginger Paul, David Richard 
Prayers of the People: David Richard 

Eucharistic Ministers: Sr. Cecilia Horton, Herschel Richard 
Acolytes: Grady Jackson, Kris Jackson 

Ushers: Tommie Sue Brooks, Bill Richard 
Altar Guild: Tommie Sue Brooks, Ginger Paul 

 
 

The Fourth Sunday of Easter: May 8, 2022 
 

Lectors: Kirk Fontenot, Pembroke Roeder 
Prayers of the People: Pembroke Roeder 

Eucharistic Ministers: Robert Henley, Ginger Paul 
Acolytes: Grady Jackson, Kris Jackson 
Ushers: Carolyn Mahlen, Donna Neal 

Altar Guild: Laura Wilkerson, Mike Wilkerson  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Service Music 

 
The Third Sunday of Easter: May 1, 2022 

 

            Mass:        Christ our Passover S-48—Proulx and Hurd  
            Psalm 30:  Tone VIII.2             
            Anthem:    This joyful Eastertide—Anon. 17th c. Dutch; arr. Somervell   
            Hymns:    492 Finnian; 195 Mowsley; 305 Rosedale; 460 Hyfrydol (1,3,4)  
            Organ:      Voluntary in G—W. Walond; Cantique—Elgar; 
                              Chorale-Improvisation on Victimae paschali—Tournemire; trans. Duruflé 
 

 

The Fourth Sunday of Easter: May 8, 2022 
 

           Mass:        Christ our Passover S-48—Proulx and Hurd  
           Psalm 23:  R. N. Kennedy 
           Anthem:    Brother James’ Air—Bain; arr. J. Gibson 
           Solo:          The Lord is my shepherd--Goodall 
           Hymns:     665 Michael; 478 Monk’s Gate; 708 Sicilian Mariners; 195 Mowsley 
           Organ:       Fantasy in C—C. Franck; The Good Shepherd—Benoit; March, Op. 27—Dupré  

 
 
 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UPCOMING EVENTS      

                                                                                                       
 

Bible Study 

Bible Study will resume on Wednesday, May 18, following Evening Prayer. 

Start time is generally at 6:30 if you can’t make Evening Prayer. We will be 

reading and discussing the Book of Exodus. All you need is a Bible, 

whatever your preferred translation is. Fr. Garrett does recommend 

acquiring a decent study Bible, either from HarperCollins or Oxford (NRSV 

with Apocrypha). You might also acquire Robert Alter’s translation of the 

Hebrew Bible, which is an excellent resource for Old Testament study. 

 

 

Camp Hardtner 

With summer almost here, it’s time to start thinking about camp! If you 

have a child, grandchild, niece or nephew, or just a kid in your 

neighborhood who would like to go to camp, please let Fr. Garrett 

know. We have scholarships available when needed. Camp is a great 

time for everyone. Fr. Garrett will be dean for the Mid High Camp (9th 

through 11th grades) the first week of July. 

 

 

Fr. Garrett’s Institution 

While Fr. Garrett has been rector since 2020, his institution was postponed due 

to the Covid pandemic. However, Bishop Owensby has announced his plans to 

install our rector on Wednesday,  June 1 at 6:00 pm. It will be a grand 

celebration! 

 

 

Pentecost Picnic and Summer Music Festival 

June 5 is shaping up to be a grand day at Holy Cross. In addition to the 

Feast of Pentecost, we’ll see the return of our annual Pentecost Picnic. 

Following the picnic, the Summer Music Festival’s opening concert will take 

place in the church at 3:00 pm. 

 

 

LGBT Pride Mass 

We will host our third annual LGBT Pride Mass at Holy Cross on Wednesday, 

June 29, at 6:00 pm. More details will be provided in forthcoming issues of 

Crossings. 

 

                                                                                                                              



 

The Continuing Feast continues this Sunday! 

 

This Sunday, May 1, after the 11:00 service, we will once again gather in the Undercroft to share 

delicious food, sparkling conversation, and warm fellowship with our Holy Cross family and friends. 

Please bring an appetizer, salad, main dish, side dish, or dessert. If you’re not a cook, store-bought 

is just fine (fried chicken is always a favorite). We do ask that if you bring hot dishes, they’re already 

cooked. Our kitchen is able to keep food hot, but not to cook food at different temperatures. The 

kitchen crew thanks all those who faithfully contribute to the feast, often with more than one dish. If 

you can’t bring a dish, please consider helping the clean-up crew after the feast. We look forward to 

seeing you on Sunday!   

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Happy Mother’s Day, y’all! (Sunday, May 8) 
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Mission Statement: The Church of the Holy Cross, Shreveport, Louisiana, strives to be the presence of Jesus Christ in our 
community and beyond, through worship of Almighty God, open inquiry, sharing fellowship, valued diversity, genuine inclusiveness, and 
servant leadership—encouraging all to exercise God’s gifts and calling as we share the Gospel of Hope in programs, to serve without 
regard for religious affiliation, race, or economic status.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hope House:  There is an ongoing need for coffee, sugar, creamer, laundry detergent pods, disposable razors, 

and personal-size hygiene products (soap, shampoo, deodorant, etc.) Please take your donations to 762 Austen 
Place or to the church office. Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Forward Day by Day for May and June, in both standard and large-print editions, is available in the 

Narthex and the Undercroft.     

 
The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry, Ph.D., D. D. XXVII Presiding Bishop 
The Rt. Rev. Jacob Owensby, Ph.D., D. D. IV Bishop of Western Louisiana 
The Rev. J. Garrett Boyte, M.Div.  Rector 
The Rev. Mary Richard  Rector Emerita 
The Rev. Kenneth W. Paul Rector Emeritus 
The Rev. Donald D. Heacock Director, Holy Cross Child Placement Agency 
Mr. Bruce Power Organist-Choirmaster 
Mrs. Laurie Connell Office Administrator 
Mr. Charles Alford  Sexton 
Mr. Brian Jackson                                                                                                                              Assistant Sexton 
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