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The Great Vigil of Easter 

                                                                              

                                                                          
You have all heard me talk about the Great 
Vigil of Easter, but chances are many of you 
have not experienced this wonderful, amazing, 
ancient serviece before. 
 

The Great Vigil of Easter dates back at least to 
the year 215, which is the earliest written record 
we have of it. It is, however, very likely as old as 
the Church itself, dating back to the era of the 
New Testament authors. 
  

Liturgical scholar Marion Hatchett called this 
service “the keystone about which the rest of the church year is built.” It is the 
primary festival of baptism. It is the principal feast of the Church. It is the first 
celebration of the Lord’s Resurrection. It is the model of the Paschal Feast.  

 

The service begins after sundown. And either outside or inside, depending upon 
space and ability, a new fire is kindled. When this takes place inside the church, 
the symbolism of the light of Christ breaking into the tomb is sublime. After 
the fire is lit, the celebrant addresses the people, “On this most holy night, in 
which our Lord Jesus passed from death to life, the Church invites her 
members, dispersed throughout the world, to gather in vigil and prayer. For this 
is the Passover of the Lord, in which, by hearing his Word and celebrating his 
Sacraments, we share in his victory over death.” 

 

The Paschal Candle, which burns throughout the 
Easter Season and at every baptism, is lit and carried 
into the church. It stands as a symbol of the pillar of 
cloud and pillar of fire that guided the Hebrews 
through the desert. The church is dark. Only the 
paschal flame is there to illumine the darkness. 
 

Once everyone is inside, by candlelight the words 
are sung, “Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of 

angels, and let your trumpets shout Salvation for the victory of our mighty   
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King.” This ancient hymn of the Church is known as the Exultet. It dates to at least the sixth century, and the 
tradition of blessing the Paschal Candle is at least as old as Augustine. 
 

Marion Hatchett writes,  
 

Christ is praised as the Paschal Lamb who by his blood delivered his people as the Hebrews had been 
delivered from Egypt. The Easter feast is likened to the Exodus: as the children of Israel were brought out 
of bondage in Egypt, so those who believe in Christ are delivered from sin and restored to life. By the 
passover of Christ from death to life “earth and heaven are joined and man is reconciled to God.”  
 

My favorite line of the Exultet comes near the end: 
 

This is the night, when Christ broke the bonds of death and hell, and rose victorious from the grave. How 
wonderful and beyond our knowing, O God, is your mercy and loving kindness to us, that to redeem a 
slave, you gave a Son. 

 

We then will read a series of lessons, as the celebrant says, “Let us hear the record of God’s saving deeds in ages 
past; and let us pray that our God will bring each of us to the fullness of redemption.” What follows is at least four 
lessons, but sometimes more. Lessons such as the Exodus from Egypt, or the Valley of Dry Bones, show us how 
again and again God has stayed true to his word. And these lessons culminate in Baptism, when new Christians 
make their promises and hear God’s promise declared to them. 
 

Following the baptisms, the celebrant announces, “Alleluia! Christ is risen!” The people respond “The Lord is risen 
indeed!” And the church erupts in celebration! The lights come on, the people shout Alleluia! for the first time in 
forty days. The choir sings! The organ shouts! The trumpets shout! And the people sing a song of praise. My 
favorite is the pascha nostrum: 
 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Christ our passover has been sacrificed for us; therefore let us keep the feast! Not with the 
old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. . . . For as in 
Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia. 
 

We then will hear the New Testament lessons and the Gospel reading. A homily. And then we will celebrate the 
first Eucharist of Easter in joyous, festal celebration. 
 

I know this has not been a tradition here, but when the Church put together the 1979 prayer book, we dreamed that 
this service would surpass Christmas Eve in popularity. Alas, it has not caught on in the Episcopal Church, but it is 
the principal Easter celebration for most of the world’s Christians. By joining together in it, we are testifying to the 
truth of God’s command that we all may be one. 
 

So I hope you will join us in celebrating this incredible service and join me in welcoming our guests from St. 
George’s, St. Paul’s, and St. James’ to Holy Cross. 
 

 

The Rev. Garrett Boyte 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Holy Ordinary 
Finding God in the Everyday 

By Carol Mead                        

 
 

Missing Piece 
 
 
(Psalm 83) [They] have conspired together . . . the tents of Edom and the Ishmaelites; the Moabites . . . the Philistines and those who 
dwell in Tyre. . . . Let them be disgraced and terrified for ever. . . . Let them know that . . . you alone are the Most High over all the 
earth. 
 

Last night on a jigsaw puzzle, I was convinced to the last moment that pieces were missing. Instead, I had placed 
pieces wrong, so a complete picture was not possible. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

In human life, we have all the pieces, but we need to practice care in placing them. Our culture spends untold 
energy bashing others, energy which could be used in productive work of significance to give glory to God. In 
personal conversations, in the media, online, and everywhere else, we waste vital energy and spirit attacking others. 
 

Psalm 83 focuses on bringing the wrath of God down on enemies, speaking of Ishmaelites, Moabites, and other 
enemy tribes, and asking, “let them be disgraced and terrified for ever.” The writer claims that such banishment is 
God’s work and will. At least in those times, “they” represented an actual threat; in our time we want God to rain 
down wrath on people whose only sin is that they differ from us. 
 

Modern human culture has the energy—physical, emotional, and spiritual—to bring good to the world in the name 
of God. But that picture somehow is not coming together. 
 

Clearly we have put important pieces in the wrong place. 
 
 
 
Carol Mead is priest-in-charge at St. Peter’s-by-the-Lake Episcopal Church in Brandon, Mississippi. You can learn more about Carol 
and her journey to Holy Ordinary on her website: www.holyordinary.com.  
 
 
 

http://www.holyordinary.com/


 

Calendar for April 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Saturdays Evening Prayer, Rite II     6:00 pm  Online 
 

Sundays Morning Prayer, Rite II     9:00 am  Chapel 

 Holy Eucharist, Rite II   11:00 am  Nave 

 Children’s Sunday School  10:00 am  Education Building 
 

Mondays, Tuesdays Evening Prayer, Rite II     6:00 pm  Online 

 

Wednesdays Book Club      10:30 am  Library 

 Holy Eucharist, Rite II          Noon  Chapel 

                                                   Evening Prayer, Rite II     6:00 pm  Nave and online 

 Bible Study      6:30 pm  Library 
 

Thursdays, Fridays Evening Prayer, Rite II     6:00 pm  Online 
 

Saturday, April 2 Funeral Planning Workshop  10:00 am  Library 
 

Sunday, April 3 The Continuing Feast       after the 11:00 service  Undercroft 
 

Saturday, April 16 Easter Vigil      8:00 pm  Nave 
 

Tuesday, April 19 Vestry meeting       6:00 pm  Library 
 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Lay Ministries 
 
 

The Fifth Sunday in Lent: April 3, 2022 

 
Lectors: Melissa Fowle, Robert Henley 
Prayers of the People: Robert Henley 

Eucharistic Ministers: Robert Henley, Sr. Cecilia Horton 
Acolytes: Hadley Jackson, Kris Jackson 

Ushers: Tommie Sue Brooks, Bill Richard 
Altar Guild: Tommie Sue Brooks, Ginger Paul 

 
 

Palm Sunday, the Sunday of the Passion: April 10, 2022  

 
Lectors: Kirk Fontenot, David Richard 
Prayers of the People: David Richard 

Eucharistic Ministers: Robert Henley, Sr. Cecilia Horton 
Acolytes: Grady Jackson, Lindy Jackson 
Ushers: Carolyn Mahlen, Donna Neal 

Altar Guild: Laura Wilkerson, Mike Wilkerson  

 



Prayer List 

 
 

Steve Abramson 
Paula Bedenbender 
Ellen Dunlop Belote 
Stella Rhea Bergman 
Mary Berth 
Margaret Boudreaux 
Mark Boydston 
Nikki Brown 
Sarah Lou Coyle 
John Craig 
Drew Dodson Family 
Floyd “Buzzy” Farrar 
Maggie Fowle 

John August Gianforte 
James Edward Griffith 
Richard Hadwin 
Sandra Hadwin           
Josh Harrel 
Mike Hathaway 
Zoe Hathaway 
John Hellyer 
Peggy Hellyer 
Ann-Marie Henderson 
Robert Henley 
Elizabeth Ingram 
Peggy Kirkland and family 

David Lewis 
Richard Liles 
Maureen Locke 
Mim McCoy 
Della McCranie 
Kelly Rutz 
Brady Sessions 
Irene Sharp 
Ralph Sharp 
Mary Ann Shemwell 
Linda Sirman and family 
Angela Smith 
Catherine Spaht 

Paul Spaht 
Wally Springerley 
Robert Todd 
Cynthia Walker 
Louis Wallace 
David Walsh 
Connie Wiggins 
Bill Wright 
Mary Wright 
Sheryl Wright 
The people of Ukraine 

 

 We pray for those who serve and are served by Martin Luther King Health Center and Pharmacy. 

In the diocesan cycle of prayer, we pray for Holy Trinity, Sulphur, the Rev. Ally Perry (Lowry);  
and for St. Paul’s, Shreveport, the Rev. Michael Cannon (Erika). 

 
_____________________________________________________ 

 

Service Music 

 
The Fifth Sunday in Lent: April 3, 2022 

 

            Mass:          Merbecke, S-169—Urwin  
            Psalm 126:  Robert Knox Kennedy             
            Anthem:     Who at my door is standing? Anon. English tune; arr. K Lee Scott   
            Hymns:      635 Wer nur den lieben Gott; 699 Aberstwyth; 573 Langham  
            Organ:        Elevation II and III, Op. 32; Lamento—Dupré; Fugue in Bm, BWV 579—J. S. Bach 

 

 
Palm Sunday, Sunday of the Passion: April 10, 2022 

Liturgy of the Palms, with Laura Huff, cello 
 

           Psalm 31:9-16:    Horsley; adapt/arr. B. Power 
           Hymns:              154 Valet will ich der geben; 458 Love Unknown; 168 Passion Chorale 
                                       Lord Christ, when first thou cam’st to earth—Gotta  
           Offertory Prose: Improperium expectavit cor meum—Plainsong  
           Anthem:             Ah, holy Jesus—Crüger; arr. R. Shephard 
           Solo:                   O vos omnes (Last Words of Christ on the Cross)—C. Franck 
           Cello:                  Sarabande from Suite No. 1, BWV 1007—J. S. Bach 
           Organ:                Hosanna to the Son of David—Demessiux; The Palms—Langlais 
 
 
 
 
 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UPCOMING EVENTS                                                                                                               

 

 
 

Funeral Planning Workshop 

We will host our funeral planning workshop, originally planned for 2020, on 

Saturday, April 2, at 10:00 am in the library. Those who do not have their funeral 

plans on file with the church are strongly encouraged to attend. If any parish 

attorneys are willing to share resources for how members can make wills, please 

email Fr. Garrett at rector@churchholycross.org.  

 

The Continuing Feast: This Sunday! 
Another Holy Cross tradition that was put on hold due to COVID is The 

Continuing Feast. We’re happy to report that the feast will resume on 

Sunday, April 3, and will be held on the first Sunday of each month after 

the 11:00 service. Bring an appetizer, main dish, side dish, salad, or dessert, and 

join the Holy Cross family, friends, and neighbors in the Undercroft for a delicious lunch and warm 

fellowship. 
 

 

Holy Week and Easter Vigil 

Holy Cross will observe Holy Week beginning on Palm Sunday, April 10. 

Holy Monday, Holy Tuesday, and Holy Wednesday will have in-person and 

online Evening Prayer at 6:00 pm. Holy Thursday will feature foot-washing 

at noon in front of Hope House, with the Bishop, and there will be a 

service at 6:00 pm at the church. Good Friday and Holy Saturday will be 

observed at noon. The Easter Vigil will be at 8:00 pm Saturday, April 16. We will celebrate with our 

brothers and sisters at St. Georges’s, St. Paul’s, and St. James’. The other rectors and I met to 

discuss this exciting opportunity and decided to rotate the Great Vigil from church to church each 

year. This year Holy Cross will host. The new rector of St. Paul’s, Fr. Michael Cannon, will preach, 

and your rector will celebrate. There will be special music, including a soloist and trumpet, as well as 

our own wonderful organist, Mr. Bruce Power. Choirs and organists from the other churches have 

also been invited to participate. There will be incense at this service. If anyone wants to be baptized, 

this is the service for the celebration of baptism! Easter Day will feature our normal 11:00 am 

Eucharist. There will be no Morning Prayer in the chapel on that day. 

 

Bible Study 

We are wrapping up our study of Romans, and will be taking a break 

soon. When we return later this year we will pick up a new study of the 

Book of Exodus. Bible Study takes place on Wednesday evenings 

following the 6 pm Evening prayer. Look for the new start date in future 

issues of Crossings. 
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Camp Hardtner 

With summer almost here, it’s time to start thinking about camp! If you 

have a child, grandchild, niece or nephew, or just a kid in your 

neighborhood who would like to go to camp, please let Fr. Garrett know! 

We have scholarships available when needed. Camp is a great time for 

everyone. Fr. Garrett is planning to be chaplain for one of the summer 

sessions again this year. 

 

More Events Coming Up . . .stay tuned 

 Fr. Garrett’s installation as rector (postponed due to COVID): June 1, 6:00 pm. 

 Pentecost Picnic after the 11:00 service; Summer Music Festival concert at 3:00 pm: June 5. 

 Third Annual LGBT Pride Mass: Wednesday, June 29, 6:00 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Holy Cross purchases the Dalzell House 

 

Holy Cross has purchased the house at 758 Austen Place, next door to Hope House. Known as the Dalzell 

House, it is the former rectory of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church. As many know, Holy Cross was founded by 

members of St. Mark’s determined to keep a presence in downtown Shreveport. In the 1950s they created Holy 

Cross when St. Mark’s moved to what was then a suburb of Shreveport. 
 

The Rev. Dr. William T. Dickinson Dalzell was the rector of St. Mark’s (see 

https://churchholycross.org/about/history/). In 1870 he built the house at 758 Austen Place as the rectory 

(the rector’s residence). 
 

During the yellow fever epidemic of 1873, ten thousand residents fled Shreveport. Despite appeals that he join 

them, Rev. Dr. Dalzell, who was a medical doctor as well as a priest, stayed to aid over three thousand 

residents who became infected with the fever The mass grave in Oakland Cemetery, where eight hundred 

victims of the epidemic are buried, can be seen from Dr. Dalzell’s former home.  
 

In addition to the house, Holy Cross has purchased the lots behind Hope House and the Dalzell House, and is 

now discussing plans to use these purchases to best benefit those we serve in the community. For more 

information, please see https://churchholycross.org/community/hopehouse. 
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Mission Statement: The Church of the Holy Cross, Shreveport, Louisiana, strives to be the presence of Jesus Christ in our 
community and beyond, through worship of Almighty God, open inquiry, sharing fellowship, valued diversity, genuine inclusiveness, and 
servant leadership—encouraging all to exercise God’s gifts and calling as we share the Gospel of Hope in programs, to serve without 
regard for religious affiliation, race, or economic status.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hope House:  There is an ongoing need for coffee, sugar, creamer, laundry detergent pods, disposable razors, 

and personal-size hygiene products (soap, shampoo, deodorant, etc.) Please take your donations to 762 Austen 
Place or to the church office. Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Forward Day by Day for April and May, in both standard and large-print editions, is available in the 

Narthex and the Undercroft.     

 
The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry, Ph.D., D. D. XXVII Presiding Bishop 
The Rt. Rev. Jacob Owensby, Ph.D., D. D. IV Bishop of Western Louisiana 
The Rev. J. Garrett Boyte, M.Div.  Rector 
The Rev. Mary Richard  Rector Emerita 
The Rev. Kenneth W. Paul Rector Emeritus 
The Rev. Donald D. Heacock Director, Holy Cross Child Placement Agency 
Mr. Bruce Power Organist-Choirmaster 
Mrs. Laurie Connell Office Administrator 
Mr. Charles Alford  Sexton 
Mr. Brian Jackson                                                                                                                              Assistant Sexton 
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