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Please visit our website  
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Shreveport 

 

 

Contact the Editor 
Please send material for articles, 

along with ideas, suggestions, 
 or complaints to 

lynn.walford@lsus.edu  
 

 

The Season of Lent 

                                                                              

                                                                          
Most of the last words I’ve been privy to are 
the sort you’d imagine. People surrounded by 
their families and loved ones telling them how 
much they love them. Husbands and wives 
giving each other one last “I love you” befor 
departing from the other. Mothers and fathers 
telling their children what they mean to them. 
 

Other last words fall into the category of 
“famous.” And I’ve always appreciated the last 
words of people who had a sense of humor. One such was the comedian 
Groucho Marx, whose last words were, “This is no way to live!” Another was 
Oscar Wilde, who said, “Either these curtains go or I do.”  
  

At the Mount Athos monastery in Greece, there is a tradition where the monks’ 
bones are kept in an ossuary in the chapels throughout the island. They will 
often have their brother monks carve things into their skulls, such as their name 
or the date of their birth or death. Some are keener than others to get the last 
word. One monk’s skull reads, “Brother, behold the glory of man.” Another 
quotes Ecclesiasticus, “If you remember death every day, it keeps you from 
doing evil.”  

 

As we begin the Lenten season next week with Ash Wednesday, I’ll mark your 
foreheads with ash and remind you of the truth we’d all rather not remember: 
“You are dust and to dust you shall return.” I’ll mark your heads. Your friends’ 
heads. Your parents’ heads. Your children’s heads. 
 

It kind of put things in perspetive, doesn’t it? 
 

It’s a painful moment for some. Routine for others. But we should never let the 
profundity of that moment escape us nor why we’re able to do so. We are a 
resurrection people, and because of this we can embrace our own mortality 
because we know that God knows the way out of the tomb, and we know that 
God will have the final word. 
 

We do not need to fear death because we know that death has been defeated. 
Yet we must be reminded that despite death’s defeat, it cannot be escaped. It 
must be endured by each and every one of us. We’re not afraid because we   
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know that despite its best efforts, in the words of Johnny Cash, “There ain’t no grave that can hold my body 
down.” 
 

But because we must die, we would do well to spend our lives in such a way that when it comes, we can die a holy 
death. As the prayer book says, “That we may end our lives with faith and hope, without suffering and without 
reproach.” And again in the Great Litany, we pray for God to spare us from dying “suddenly and unprepared.” 
 

 

This is where the season of Lent comes in. After being reminded of our mortality, we immediately embrace a season 
of penitence and fasting.; a season where we reckon with our sins, our failures, our shortcomings and our mistakes, 
and give thanks that our God is more than all of these things. 
 

 

There’s no shortage of sin that we should seek forgiveness for. And thankfully, there’s no shortage of grace either. 
So as we begin this new season, remember that you are dust. Remember that one day you will die. Remember that 
one day you will stand before the judgment seat of God Almighty, and that he will deal justly, mercifully, and 
righteously with you and with the whole world. 
 

This should be good news. However, if reading those words causes you to bristle, I’d encourage you to look 
through the Exhortation on page 316 of the prayer book, especially where it says, 
 

Examine your lives and conduct by the rule of God’s commandments, 
that you may perceive wherein you have offended in what you have done 
or left undone, whether in thought, word, or deed. And acknowledge 
your sins before Almighty God, with full purpose of amendment of life, 
being ready to make restitution for all injuries and wrongs done by you 
to others; and also being ready to forgive those who have offended you,  
in order that you yourselves may be forgiven. And then, being reconciled 
with one another, come to the banquet of that most heavenly food. 
 

This season of self-examination and self-denial, of taking up our own crosses, is meant to draw you closer to the 
one “who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame” (Hebrews 12:2). 
Jesus is not asking us to do anything that he wasn’t willing to do himself. And he’s not unsympathetic to our plight. 
 

But we must be willing to walk that path that he first trod, because the way of the cross is none other than the way 
of life and peace. Our Lord stands ready, arms open wide, to receive us and gift us with the promise prepared for us 
from the foundation of the world. Should we not prepare to be greeted? 
 

O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the Living God, we pray thee to set thy passion,  
cross, and death, between thy judgment and our souls, now and in the hour of 
our death. Give mercy and grace to the living, pardon and rest to the dead, to  
thy holy Church peace and concord, and to us sinners everlasting life and  
glory; ;who with the Father and the Holy Spirit livest and reignest, one God, 
no and for ever. Amen. (BCP 489) 

The Rev. Garrett Boyte 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Calendar for March 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Saturdays Evening Prayer, Rite II     6:00 pm  Online 
 

Sundays Morning Prayer, Rite II     9:00 am  Chapel 

 Holy Eucharist, Rite II   11:00 am  Nave 

 Children’s Sunday School  10:00 am  Education Building 
 

Mondays, Tuesdays Evening Prayer, Rite II     6:00 pm  Online 

 

Wednesdays Book Club*      10:30 am  Library 

 Holy Eucharist, Rite II          Noon  Chapel 

                                                   Evening Prayer, Rite II     6:00 pm  Nave and online 

 Bible Study*      6:30 pm  Library 
 

Thursdays, Fridays Evening Prayer, Rite II     6:00 pm  Online 
 

Tuesday, March 1 Shrove Tuesday gumbo supper    6:00 pm  Undercroft 
 

Wednesday, March 2 Imposition of Ashes*                  Noon and 6:00 pm  Nave 

 

Saturday, March 5 Diocesan Convention             TBA  Alexandria/Pineville 
 

Wednesdays, Soup Days            11:00 am – 1:00 pm  Undercroft 

March 9, 16, 23, 30 

 

Tuesday, March 15 Vestry meeting      6:00 pm  Library 

 

*There will be no book club or Bible study meetings on Ash Wednesday. 

   
 

 
 

 

Lay Ministries 

 
 

The Last Sunday after the Epiphany: February 27, 2022 

 
Lectors: David Richard, Mike Wilkerson 

Prayers of the People: David Richard 
Eucharistic Ministers: Robert Henley, Herschel Richard 

Acolyte: Herschel Richard 
Ushers: Laura Becky Snodgrass, Steve Snodgrass 

Altar Guild: Tommie Sue Brooks, Laura Wilkerson 
 

The First Sunday in Lent: March 6, 2022  

 
Lectors: Melissa Fowle, Kirk Fontenot 

Prayers of the People: Sr. Cecilia Horton 
Eucharistic Ministers: Sr. Cecilia Horton, Robert Henley 

Acolyte: Herschel Richard 
Ushers: Laura Wilkerson, Mike Wilkerson 

Altar Guild: Laura Wilkerson, Mike Wilkerson  



Prayer List 

 
 

Steve Abramson 
Paula Bedenbender 
Ellen Dunlop Belote 
Stella Rhea Bergman 
Mary Berth 
Margaret Boudreaux 
Mark Boydston 
Nikki Brown 
Sarah Lou Coyle 
John Craig 
Drew Dodson Family 
Addylaide Evanson 
Joe Bob Evanson 

Floyd “Buzzy” Farrar 
Maggie Fowle 
John August Gianforte 
James Edward Griffith 
Richard Hadwin 
Sandra Hadwin           
Josh Harrel 
Mike Hathaway 
Zoe Hathaway 
John Hellyer 
Peggy Hellyer 
Ann-Marie Henderson 
Robert Henley 

Elizabeth Ingram 
Peggy Kirkland and family 
David Lewis 
Richard Liles 
Maureen Locke 
Mim McCoy 
Della McCranie 
Randy Morgan 
Kelly Rutz 
Brady Sessions 
Irene Sharp 
Ralph Sharp 
Mary Ann Shemwell 

Linda Sirman and family 
Angela Smith 
Catherine Spaht 
Paul Spaht 
Wally Springerley 
Robert Todd 
Cynthia Walker 
Louis Wallace 
David Walsh 
Connie Wiggins 
Bill Wright 
Mary Wright 
Sheryl Wright 

 

 We pray for those who serve and are served by the Renesting Project. 

In the diocesan cycle of prayer, we pray for Redeemer, Ruston, the Rev. Frank Hughes;  
for Holy Cross, Shreveport, the Rev. Garrett Boyte; 

 and for Christ Church, St. Joseph, the Rev. Canon John Bedingfield (Donna). 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Service Music 

 
The Last Sunday after Epiphany: February 27, 2022 

 

            Mass:        421, Decius, Proulx, and Hurd 
            Introit:      Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe—Tone VIII.3 
            Psalm 99:  Responsorial—Plainsong, Tone VIII.3 
            Hymns:    135 Salzburg; 129 Mowsley; 137 (1-3) Wareham; 618 Lasst uns erfreuen 
            Anthems:  Christ, whose glory fills the skies—R. Aarons; O Light of Light—Plainsong, Mode II   
            Organ:       Sonata II—Mendelssohn; Prelude in B, Op 7—Dupré  

 
The First Sunday in Lent: March 6, 2022 

 
           Introit:                     This is our accepted time—Vulpius; arr. Nieland 
           Mass:                       Merbecke, S-169, My flesh is food indeed—Urwin  
           Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16:  Tone VIII.2/B. Power 
           Hymns:                   150 Aus der Tiefe rufe ich; 142 St. Flavian; 143 Erhalt uns, Herr 
           Anthem:                  Lord, who throughout these forty days—Anon. English; arr. R. Shephard 
           Organ:                     Prière—Franck; Symphony I: Meditation—Widor; Symphony III: Prelude--Widor 



 
A New Song for Lent 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                            Dr. Ray Urwin 
One of the many things I admire about Holy Cross parish: the willingness to try to 
absorb new things. During my tenure at Holy Cross we have learned three new mass 
settings, countless liturgical responses, and the list goes on. During Lent we must drop 
the Alleluias we say and sing during other liturgical seasons. In the past we have sung a 
simple, plainsong setting of Christ our Passover, sans the Alleluias.  
 

During Lent we will substitute the plainsong setting of Christ our Passover with Ray 
Urwin’s My flesh is food indeed. The music is found at S-169 in our hymnal. We have 
been singing Urwin’s setting for quite a while during the Wednesday noon Eucharists. 
To help us learn this new music, a cantor sang the setting as a brief verse solo during 
communion on the 13th. Last Sunday, the choir sang the setting with the congregation. 
On the 27th, we will repeat this menu item. Then, on the first Sunday in Lent we will 
all be fully prepared to sing the setting in its correct liturgical placement. 
 

The composer of our newly learned music is Dr. Ray Urwin, formerly Director of Music at St. Francis’ Church in 
Palos Verdes Estates, California. He is one of the most distinguished church musicians in the United States. Urwin 
has two compositions in our hymnal, and has been nationally recognized for his other compositions, which are 
published by Oxford University Press and Boosey & Hawkes.                                                   

                                                                       

 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

A Fall Wedding 

 

  Father Garrett and Ryan Eubanks      Father Garrett and his fiancé Ryan Eubanks have set a date for their 

wedding! It will be celebrated at Holy Cross on October 6, 2022, at 

7:00 pm, and the entire parish is invited. Following the ceremony, 

there will be a light reception of cake and punch in the Rose Garden 

(or in the Undercroft if the weather is bad). The grooms recommend 

that guests eat an early dinner before the service. 
 

If you would like a formal invitation, please let Father Garrett know 

by emailing him your mailing address at rector@churchholycross.org.  

More details will follow in upcoming issues of Crossings. 
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Summary of February Vestry Meeting 

 

 

The vestry met on Tuesday, February 15, at 6:00 pm. Guest speaker Hazel 

Richards presented a brief history of the organization Advocates for Mental 

Health, and noted that last year’s donation from Holy Cross of $5,000 allowed 

26 families and individuals to receive care. 

 

Rector’s report 

Fr. Garrett reported that Bishop Owensby has appointed him to the diocesan Constitution and 

Canons Committee.  

 

Wardens’ Reports 

Senior Warden David Richard reported that the Finance Committee will begin meeting monthly 

instead of quarterly. The next meeting will be Thursday, March 3. 
 

Junior Warden Ginger Paul reported on upcoming maintenance projects, including painting and 

refinishing areas of the church, that are expected to be completed before Easter. 

 

Old Business 

Monty Walford was re-elected Treasurer by a unanimous vote. He discussed proposed amendments 

to the 2022 budget, all of which were approved unanimously.  
 

The Senior Warden proposed a resolution for improvements to our accounting practices. The 

resolution passed unanimously. 

 

New Business 

The Diocesan Convention will be held on March 5 in Alexandria/Pineville. Delegates are Rick Hadwin, 

Marshall Middleton, Ginger Paul, and David Richard. 
 

A bid for improvements to the electrical system in the church and the Education Building was 

discussed. 
 

First-quarter donations to the following organizations were approved. Donations will be reviewed on 

a quarterly basis: 

 Red River Radio underwriting for With Heart and Voice: $1,500 

 The Bridge Alzheimer’s and Dementia Resource Center: $2,500 

 Camp Hardtner: $5,000 

 Advocates for Mental Health:$4,000 

 

The complete vestry minute are available in the church office. 



Mardi Gras/Shrove Tuesday Gumbo Supper is back . . . 
 

We will once again celebrate Mardi Gras/Shrove Tuesday on March 1 at 6:00 in the 

Undercroft. The Holy Cross Kitchen Crew will prepare gumbo, and there will be 

salad, garlic bread, and king cake. Wear your Mardi Gras colors, and come join us 

for an evening of fun and fellowship!  We ask two things of you: please make 

reservations by calling Laurie in the office so we know how many to cook for, and 

please consider a donation of $5.00 per person to cover the cost of food. 

 
______________________________ 

 

. . . and so are Soup Days! 
 

After a hiatus due to the pandemic, The ECW’s famous Soup Days are back on 

Wednesdays during Lent,  from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm. Dates are March 9, 16, 

23, and 30. For the low price of $5.00,  you can enjoy homemade vegetable 

beef soup, crackers, homemade desserts, water, and coffee. All proceeds go to 

the ECW’s community services. If you’d like to make soup or a dessert, or to 

help serve the meal, please call the church office. 
______________________________ 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 

Ash Wednesday 

On Ash Wednesday, March 2, we will have two services for the imposition of ashes. The first 

service will be at the regular noonday mass, and the second will be at the 6:00 hour in place of 

Evening Prayer. There will be no Bible study or book club on this day. 
 

Funeral Planning Workshop 

We will host our funeral planning workshop, originally planned for 2020, on Saturday, April 2, 

at 10:00 am in the library. Those who do not have their funeral plans on file with the church are 

strongly encouraged to attend. If any parish attorneys are willing to share resources for how 

members can make wills, please email Fr. Garrett at rector@churchholycross.org.  
 

Holy Week and Easter Vigil 

Holy Cross will observe Holy Week beginning on Palm Sunday, April 10. Holy 

Monday, Holy Tuesday, and Holy Wednesday will have in-person and online 

Evening Prayer at 6:00 pm. Holy Thursday will feature foot-washing at noon in 

front of Hope House, with the Bishop, and there wll be a service at 6:00 pm at the 

church. Good Friday and Holy Saturday will be observed at noon. The Easter Vigil 

will be at 8:00 pm Saturday, April 16. This service has not been held here for some time, but I encourage you to 

attend this most ancient celebration of the Church. We will have guest musicians, and hope to make it a large event. 

If anyone wants to be baptized, this is the service for the celebration of baptism! Easter Day will feature our normal 

11:00 am Eucharist. There will be no Morning Prayer in the chapel on that day. 
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Mission Statement: The Church of the Holy Cross, Shreveport, Louisiana, strives to be the presence of Jesus Christ in our 
community and beyond, through worship of Almighty God, open inquiry, sharing fellowship, valued diversity, genuine inclusiveness, and 
servant leadership—encouraging all to exercise God’s gifts and calling as we share the Gospel of Hope in programs, to serve without 
regard for religious affiliation, race, or economic status.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hope House:  There is an ongoing need for coffee, sugar, creamer, laundry detergent pods, disposable razors, 

and personal-size hygiene products (soap, shampoo, deodorant, etc.) Please take your donations to 762 Austen 
Place or to the church office. Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Forward Day by Day for March and April, in both standard and large-print editions, is available in the 

Narthex and the Undercroft.     

 
The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry, Ph.D., D. D. XXVII Presiding Bishop 
The Rt. Rev. Jacob Owensby, Ph.D., D. D. IV Bishop of Western Louisiana 
The Rev. J. Garrett Boyte, M.Div.  Rector 
The Rev. Mary Richard  Rector Emerita 
The Rev. Kenneth W. Paul Rector Emeritus 
The Rev. Donald D. Heacock Director, Holy Cross Child Placement Agency 
Mr. Bruce Power Organist-Choirmaster 
Mrs. Laurie Connell Office Administrator 
Mr. Charles Alford  Sexton 
Mr. Brian Jackson                                                                                                                              Assistant Sexton 
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