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Services 
(until further notice) 

 

Please see calendar. 
 

The Vestry 
David Richard, Senior Warden 

Ginger Paul, Junior Warden 
Becky Snodgrass, Secretary 

Tommie Sue Brooks 
Georgiana Gleason 
Lyman McKellar 

Marshall Middleton 
Reid Raymond 
Jackie Songy 

Monty Walford, Treasurer 
(non-vestry) 

 

Contact Information 
Telephone: (318) 222-3325 

Fax: (318) 681-9506 
Rector’s email: 

rector@churchholycross.org  
Office email: 

church@churchholycross.org  
 

Please visit our website  
https://churchholycross.org 

 

Please follow us on 
Facebook and YouTube 

Church of the Holy Cross 
Shreveport 

 

 

Contact the Editor 
Please send material for articles, 

along with ideas, suggestions, 
 or complaints to 

lynn.walford@lsus.edu  

 

 

The Avett Brothers and Saint Paul 

 
                                                                               

                                                                         The Avett Brothers 
At the end of each year, Spotify 
(an online music service) tells 
me what my most listened-to 
music for the year was. For 
2021, my most listened-to song 
was The Fray’s “Over My Head 
(Cablecar),” which in our 
second year of pandemic 
ministry is telling on myself a 
bit. 
 
Like a lot of other people, I 
made up a large portion of my music from bands and songs that were popular 
when I was a teenager. All American Rejects, Fallout Boy, My Chemical 
Romance. And in addition to those, a stunning variety of Broadway and other 
musical tunes. 
  
But for the last seven years, I have listened to one group more than any other. 
In fact, I’ve listened to them more than most others have. Spotify tells me that 
I’m in the top half percent of their listeners. It’s a pair of brothers from North 
Carolina, along with their bassist and cellist: The Avett Brothers. 

 
I love The Avett Brothers, and I know that there are a few other Avett listeners 
here at Holy Cross. I might be wrong, but I truly think they are some of the 
greatest lyricistst of the twenty-first century. Their songs capture the human 
condition in such profound and moving ways. And the musical compositions 
aren’t bad either.  
 
But what makes the Church relevant for this newsletter is just what they’re 
singing about. Beyond general musings on the human condition, The Avett 
Brothers tackle such weighty subjects as original sin, redemption, grace, love, 
the afterlife. And they do so from quite a Christian perspective. 
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Their grandfather was a Methodist pastor, and this colors their music as much as does their upbringing in the North 
Carolina highlands. Their theological imagery is often piercing in its description of certain themes. Take for instance 
their song “Ill with Want,” the second verse of which says, 
 

I am sick with wanting, 
and it’s evil how it’s got me. 
And every day is worse than the one before. 
The more I have, the more I think 
I’m almost where I need to be,  
if only I could get a little more. 
 

 
The song is about sin, and, importantly, they phrase sin as something which afflicts us beyond our power to control. 
Just as St. Paul talks about sin in his letter to the Romans, so do the Avett Brothers talk about sin as a power that is 
over us rather than as something we might or might not do. The chorus says, 
 

 
Something has me (something has me), 
oh, something has me (something has me) 
acting like someone I don’t wanna be. 
Oh, something has me (something has me) 
acting like someone I know isn’t me, 
ill with want and poisoned by this ugly greed. 
 
 

Their song “The Once and Future Carpenter,” a play on the Arthurian moniker of the once and future King of 
Albia and Jesus’ profession as a carpenter, is about a man traveling from place to place and learning to accept the 
hand he was dealt in life. The chorus provides some of the best advice for the good life: 
 

 
Forever I will move like the world that turns beneath me, 
and when I lose my direction I’ll look up to the sky. 
And when the black cloak drags upon the ground, 
I’ll be ready to surrender, and remember. 
Well, we’re all in this together. 
If I live the life I’m given, I won’t be scared to die. 
 
 

From their song “Murder in the City,” which recounts a brother telling his family that if he gets murdered in the 
city, to try their best to live in peace, they offer a lovely ending refrain, “Always remember there was nothing worth 
sharing like the love that lets us share our name.” Or take the more recent song, “Victory,” which offers a striking 
image that can be applied to Christ on the cross, with the words “From victory, I accept defeat.” 
 
I could go on about their various songs and what they represent, but there are only so many pages to the newsletter. 
Suffice it to say, it’s good Christian music. Or rather, it’s good music that happens to be very Christian. 
 
But to make a broader point, I think it’s important for Christians to learn to see the world through a theological 
lens. If you’re a Christian, you’re a theologian. Theology is not just a task for the priest or the academics of the 
Church, but a project with which each and every Christian is engaged. And learning to take what we learn in church 
and our private devotions and to apply it to the larger culture is one of the ways our faith takes an incarnational 
shape.                       

                      

 

 

 



                        Avett Brothers’ albums 

When we listen to music or watch movies or TV shows, we 
should keep an eye out for themes and devices that speak to 
our faith. I grew up in a tradition that had something of a 
checkered past with music and movies and other forms of 
entertainment. Like many holiness movement churches, we 
viewed popular culture as something to be suspicious of. 
But I maintain that Christians should keep an eye on the 
culture at large, and seek and point out those ways that God 
is glorified even in unexpected places. 
 

Just as the Christ child appeared in the most unexpected of 
places that night in Bethlehem, so he appears to us now 
even in places we might not expect him. And we all have 

something we can learn from the wider culture about how to live our faith in a way that is relevant to the 
contemporary world and yet still faithful to the world of God’s dream. That is, after all, the task of the Church in 
every generation. 

The Rev. Garrett Boyte 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Calendar for February 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Saturdays Evening Prayer, Rite II     6:00 pm  Online 
 

Sundays Morning Prayer, Rite II     9:00 am  Chapel 

 Holy Eucharist, Rite II   11:00 am  Nave 

 Children’s Sunday School  10:00 am  Education Building 
 

Mondays, Tuesdays Evening Prayer, Rite II     6:00 pm  Online 

 

Wednesdays Book Club      10:30 am  Library 

 Holy Eucharist, Rite II          Noon  Chapel 

                                                   Evening Prayer, Rite II     6:00 pm  Nave and online 

 Bible Study      6:30 pm  Library 
 

Thursdays, Fridays Evening Prayer, Rite II     6:00 pm  Online 

 

Tuesday, February 15 Vestry meeting      5:30 pm  Library 
 

Saturdays, February 12, 19 Garden Group work session    8:00 am  Rose Garden 
 

Sunday, February 20 Organ Concert by Bruce Power,    2:30 pm  Nave 

                                                   celebrating Advent, Christmas, Epiphany 

   
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Holy Ordinary 
Finding God in the Everyday 

By Carol Mead                        

 
 

Who won? 
 
 
(Psalm 119:49-72) This is my comfort in my trouble, that your promise gives me life. The proud have derided me cruelly, but I have 
not turned from your law. When I remember your judgments of old, O Lord, I take great comfort. I am filled with a burning rage, 
because of the wicked who forsake your law. 
 

Though I’m not a huge football fan, I thought last weekend’s playoff games were spectacular. I was able to enjoy 
them more than usual because none of my favorite teams made the playoffs. I could watch without caring much 
about who won. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

I’m cultivating a similar spiritual attitude, in which I care about other people but don’t care who wins in human 
interactions. After all, seeing relationships with other people as competition leads away from God. Psalm 119 
describes the pain and challenge of competing with others, saying, “the proud have derided me cruelly, but I have 
not turned from your law.” 
 

The first step in avoiding unnecessary hurt is focusing on God instead of on humans. But the psalmist’s next step, 
being “filled with a burning rage,” does not help a human being to move forward. Instead, in light of the grace and 
forgiveness we see in Jesus, we have to pray that the ones who hurt others somehow heal from their own hurt. 
Some people need to point out others’ flaws—I suppose to feel better about themselves—but I don’t need to see 
relationships as competition. 
 

In fact, I can enjoy the games if I don’t care who wins. 
 

 
Carol Mead is priest-in-charge at St. Peter’s-by-the-Lake Episcopal Church in Brandon, Mississippi. You can learn more about Carol 
and her journey to Holy Ordinary on her website: www.holyordinary.com.  
 
 
 

http://www.holyordinary.com/


 
 

Prayer List 

 
 

Steve Abramson 
Paula Bedenbender 
Ellen Dunlop Belote 
Mary Berth 
Margaret Boudreaux 
Mark Boydston 
Martha Brotherton 
Nikki Brown 
Sarah Lou Coyle 
John Craig 
Drew Dodson Family 
Addylaide Evanson 
Joe Bob Evanson 

Floyd “Buzzy” Farrar 
Maggie Fowle 
John August Gianforte 
James Edward Griffith 
Richard Hadwin 
Sandra Hadwin           
Chris Harper 
Josh Harrel 
Mike Hathaway 
Zoey Hathaway 
John Hellyer 
Peggy Hellyer 
Ann-Marie Henderson 

Elizabeth Ingram 
Peggy Kirkland and family 
David Lewis 
Richard Liles 
Maureen Locke 
Mim McCoy 
Della McCranie 
Randy Morgan 
Kelly Rutz 
Brady Sessions 
Irene Sharp 
Ralph Sharp 
Mary Ann Shemwell 

Linda Sirman and family 
Angela Smith 
Catherine Spaht 
Paul Spaht 
Wally Springerley 
Robert Todd 
Cynthia Walker 
Louis Wallace 
David Walsh 
Connie Wiggins 
Bill Wright 
Mary Wright 
Sheryl Wright 

 
 

 We pray for those who serve and are served by The Fuller Center for Housing. 
 

In the diocesan cycle of prayer, we pray for Epiphany, Opelousas, the Rev. Laurent de Prins (Kaitlin);  
for St. Luke’s, Grambling, the Rev. Wayne Fletcher (Dawn);  

and for St. David’s, Rayville, the Rev. Christie Fleming (Scott). 
 

______________________________________ 
 
 

Lay Ministries 

 
 

The Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany: February 13, 2022 

 
Lectors: Becky Snodgrass, Steve Snodgrass 

Prayers of the People: Becky Snodgrass 
Eucharistic Ministers: Robert Henley, Herschel Richard 

Acolyte: Steve Snodgrass 
Ushers: Laura Wilkerson, Mike Wilkerson 

Altar Guild: Becky Snodgrass 
 
 

The Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany: February 20, 2022  

 
Lectors: Pembroke Roeder, Kirk Fontenot 

Prayers of the People: Kirk Fontenot 
Eucharistic Ministers: Sr. Cecilia Horton, Ginger Paul  

Acolyte: Aaron Horton 
Ushers: Tommie Sue Brooks, Bill Richard 

Altar Guild: Ginger Paul  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Service Music 

 
The Sixth Sunday after Epiphany: February 13, 2022 

 

            Mass:      Hymn 421, Proulx, and Hurd 
            Psalm 1:  R. N. Kennedy 
            Hymns:  96 Engleberg; 628 St. Ethelwald; 704 Hereford; 665 Michael 
            Anthem: Christ our Passover—Roth   
            Organ:    Mass VIII (excerpts)—G. Corrette 

 
The Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany: February 20, 2022 

with Steve Snodgrass, violin 
 

           Mass:                          Hymn 421, Proulx, and Hurd 
           Psalm 37:1-12, 41-42:  Tone VIII.2/B. Power 
           Hymns:                       379 Abbot’s Leigh; 581 Cheshire; 20 Wareham; 657 Hyfrydol 
           Anthems:                    O Jesus, joy of loving hearts—Plainsong, Mode II; Love is all our joy—M. Archer 
           Violin/Organ:            Four Pieces—J. H. Roman 
           Organ:                         Concerto in Gm: IV. Allegro--Handel 

                                                                                                                                   

 

                                                                      Violinist Steve Snodgrass 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 

Sunday School is Back! 

Sunday School is back in swing for the young people of the parish. We meet Sunday mornings at 

10:00 am in the Education Building behind the church. The Rev. Mary Richard is coordinating 

and leading the ministry, with many thanks from the rector! 
 

Minutes of Vestry Meetings 

Beginning with the February 23 issue, Crossings will include a summary of each month’s vestry 

meeting. Copies of the complete minutes will be available in the church office. 
 

Organ Concert by Bruce Power 

On Sunday, February 20 at 2:30 pm, our organist and choirmaster Bruce Power will present a 

concert celebrating the seasons of Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany, featuring works of 

Messiaen, J. S. Bach, Guilmant, and others. The concert is free and open to the public.  
 

Shrove Tuesday Gumbo Supper 

We will once again celebrate Mardi Gras and Shrove Tuesday (March 1) with a gumbo supper 

prepared by the Holy Cross Kitchen Crew. There will be gumbo, salad, garlic bread, and king 

cake. Stay tuned for more specific information. 
 

Ash Wednesday 

On Ash Wednesday, March 2, we will have two services for the imposition of ashes. The first 

service will be at the regular noonday mass, and the second will be at the 6:00 hour in place of 

Evening Prayer. There will be no Bible study or book club on this day. 
 

Soup Days in Lent 

After a hiatus due to the pandemic, The ECW’s famous Soup Days are back on Wednesdays 

during Lent,  from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm. Dates are March 9, 16, 23, and 30. Enjoy homemade 

vegetable beef soup, crackers, homemade desserts, water, and coffee. Stay tuned for more 

information.  
 

Funeral Planning Workshop 

We will host our funeral planning workshop, originally planned for 2020, on Saturday, April 2, 

at 10:00 am in the library. Those who do not have their funeral plans on file with the church are 

strongly encouraged to attend. If any parish attorneys are willing to share resources for how 

members can make wills, please email Fr. Garrett at rector@churchholycross.org.  
 

Holy Week and Easter Vigil 

Holy Cross will observe Holy Week beginning on Palm Sunday, April 10 Holy 

Monday, Holy Tuesday, and Holy Wednesday will have in-person and online 

Evening Prayer at 6:00 pm. Holy Thursday will feature foot-washing at noon in 

front of Hope House, with the Bishop, and there wll be a service at 6:00 pm at the 

church. Good Friday and Holy Saturday will be observed at noon. The Easter Vigil 

will be at 8:00 pm Saturday, April 16. This service has not been held here for some time, but I encourage you to 

attend this most ancient celebration of the Church. We will have guest musicians, and hope to make it a large event. 

If anyone wants to be baptized, this is the service for the celebration of baptism! Easter Day will feature our normal 

11:00 am Eucharist. There will be no Morning Prayer in the chapel on that day. 
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Mission Statement: The Church of the Holy Cross, Shreveport, Louisiana, strives to be the presence of Jesus Christ in our 
community and beyond, through worship of Almighty God, open inquiry, sharing fellowship, valued diversity, genuine inclusiveness, and 
servant leadership—encouraging all to exercise God’s gifts and calling as we share the Gospel of Hope in programs, to serve without 
regard for religious affiliation, race, or economic status.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hope House:  There is an ongoing need for coffee, sugar, creamer, laundry detergent pods, disposable razors, 

and personal-size hygiene products (soap, shampoo, deodorant, etc.) Please take your donations to 762 Austen 
Place or to the church office. Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Forward Day by Day for February and March, in both standard and large-print editions, is available in 

the Narthex and the Undercroft.     

 
The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry, Ph.D., D. D. XXVII Presiding Bishop 
The Rt. Rev. Jacob Owensby, Ph.D., D. D. IV Bishop of Western Louisiana 
The Rev. J. Garrett Boyte, M.Div.  Rector 
The Rev. Mary Richard  Rector Emerita 
The Rev. Kenneth W. Paul Rector Emeritus 
The Rev. Donald D. Heacock Director, Holy Cross Child Placement Agency 
Mr. Bruce Power Organist-Choirmaster 
Mrs. Laurie Connell Office Administrator 
Mr. Charles Alford  Sexton 
Mr. Brian Jackson                                                                                                                              Assistant Sexton 
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