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(until further notice) 

 

Please see calendar. 
 

The Vestry 
David Richard, Senior Warden 

Ginger Paul, Junior Warden 
Becky Snodgrass, Secretary 

Tommie Sue Brooks 
Georgiana Gleason 
Lyman McKellar 

Marshall Middleton 
Reid Raymond 
Jackie Songy 

Monty Walford, Treasurer 
(non-vestry) 

 

Contact Information 
Telephone: (318) 222-3325 

Fax: (318) 681-9506 
Rector’s email: 

rector@churchholycross.org  
Office email: 

church@churchholycross.org  
 

Please visit our website  
https://churchholycross.org 

 

Please follow us on 
Facebook and YouTube 

Church of the Holy Cross 
Shreveport 

 

 

Contact the Editor 
Please send material for articles, 

along with ideas, suggestions, 
 or complaints to 

lynn.walford@lsus.edu  
 

 

Encanto and the Family of the Church                                   
 

 

                                                              The Madrigal family of Encanto 

As I’m sure any of you with 
children or grandchildren are 
aware. there is a new Disney 
movie musical about a 
magical family in Colombia. 
Disney’s Encanto features the 
Madrigal family as they 
grapple with the possibility 
of losing their magic, which 
has protected their village 
for many years. 
 

The nature of this magic, the uses and the character of the family Madrigal, are 
incredibly compelling and moving. But before that, while the movie is about a 
particular family, it is also about family more generally. As the Book of Proverbs 
tells us, “A friend loves at all times and kinsfolk are born to share adversity” 
(Proverbs 17:17). 
 

Interestingly, the King James Version of this verse reads “and brothers are born 
for adversity.” I remember the first time I read that verse as a teenager, with 
two younger brothers, I thought to myself, “Yeah, my brothers cause some 
adversity for me!” Of course, that’s not quite what Solomon had in mind, and 
thankfully the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) translation clarifies that 
meaning. 

 

But throughout Encanto, we watch as Mirabel (our protagonist), the one non-
magical member of the family, must overcome her uncle’s prophecy and save 
the family’s magic. She is initially the only one who notices  and also says 
anything about the problem with the family’s magic. And she’s dismissed or 
ignored by the other family members as attention-seeking. But ignoring a 
problem doesn’t make it go away. 
 

She soon joins the family outcast, her Tío Bruno, to whom is dedicated an 
entire musical number called “We Don’t Talk about Bruno,” a foreboding 
number which, according to my Facebook, has become the bane of parents the 
world over. Bruno had left his family because he worried that his prophecies  
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were the reason they would lose their magic. He augured a sign that Mirabel might destroy the family and their 
magical casita, and so he “left” to live in the walls of the casita. And we discover that he’s been mending the cracks 
caused by the magical disturbance in those walls. 

 

The two of them discover that the future is still uncertain. Mirabel might not be the one who destroys the magic, 
but rather the one who saves the magic. What follows is a series of hard conversations and difficult truths in which 
Mirabel must force her family to “excavate the unsaid,” as professor and author Brené Brown puts it. 
 

We learn the origins of the family’s magic, born out of the immense pain of the matriarch Abuela Alma at the 
murder of her husband by Colombian rebels as they fled their village many years ago. In what constitutes the 
emotional Zenith of the movie, we watch as the young couple falls in love while the soaring Spanish ballad Dos 
oruguitas [Two Caterpillars] plays in the background: 
 
 

Dos oruguitas, enamoradas,   Two caterpillars, in love, 
Pasan sus noches y madrugadas   Spend their nights and mornings 
Llenas de hambre .    Full of hunger. 
Siguen andando y navegando un mundo  They keep moving on and navigating a world 
Que cambia y sigue cambiando.   That changes and keeps changing. 
 

We see that the grandmother’s actions toward Mirabel, her harshness, come from her fear of returning to the pain 
she once felt at the death of her husband. As she herself says, “I was given a miracle, and I was so afraid to lose it 
that I lost sight of who our miracle was for.” To this Mirabel responds, “You suffered so much all alone so it would 
never happen again. We were saved because of you. We were given a miracle because of you. We are a family 
because of you. And nothing can ever be broken that we can’t fix together.” And her grandmother says, “I asked my 
Pedro for help. Mirabel, he sent you.” 
 

And the song crescendos with these lyrics: 
 

Ay, mariposas, no se aguanten más.   O butterflies, don’t take it anymore. 
Hay que crecer aparte y volver.   You must grow and come back. 
Hacia adelante seguirás.    You will continue onward. 
Ya son milagros, rompiendo crisálidas.  You are already miracles, breaking chrysalises. 
Hay que volar, hay que encontrar   You must fly, you must find 
Su propio futuro.     Your own future. 
 

I’m sure many of you can relate to the sentiment and the experience of family pain. Those whom we love and who 
love us the most are also the ones who carry within them the most power with which to hurt us. Family 
disappointment is perhaps the worst form disappointment can take, and certainly the most forming disappoinment 
many of us experience. But the love of a family is also the most cherished and sought-after love many of us have—
not to mention the most developmentally important love we experience as children. 
 

In the Church, none of our individual families are related to each other (usually). But the Church constitutes what 
anthropologists call “fictive kinship.” This is seen most clearly in the tradition of godparents, which historically was 
such a strong bond that it was legally considered equal to blood relationship. Your child could not marry your 
godchild, as it was considered a form of incest. But more than being the family you choose, the Church is the family 
God has called you to. 
 

And while certainly there are times that the family of the Church 
struggles with each other, what makes the Church strong has nothing 
to do with perfect interpersonal relationships or our relationship with 
the institution of the Church. What has always made the Church strong 
is that there is nothing broken that we cannot fix together. 
 

The family of the Church requires every part of the body to perform 
its task. St. Paul asks us if the ear should lament because it is not the 
mouth, or the feet lament because they are not the arms. Every part is 

important and has its function. Just as the Madrigal family learns, no one is wasted or a waste. We need the non-
magical Mirabel and the ominous uncle Bruno, the strong Luisa, the creative Isabella, the curious Antonio, the 



funny Camilo, the stern yet reasonable and loving Abuela. It takes all kinds, as the saying goes. The Church values 
unity, not uniformity. Or as St. Augustine put it, “In essentials, unity. In nonessentials, liberty. In all things, love.” 
“Kinsfolk are born to share adversity.” My initial misunderstanding of that verse might have some ring of truth to 
it. Certainly, siblings might cause us some adversity from time to time. But the more accurate translation and 
understanding have been shown to be true over and over again. Come what may, there’s no one I’d rather have at 
my side than the children of Mother Church. There’s no one better suited to solve the problems we face than each 
other, the people whom God has given us for such a time. 

The Rev. Garrett Boyte 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Holy Ordinary 
Finding God in the Everyday 

By Carol Mead                        

 

What we leave 
 
 
(John 4:16-26) [Jesus said] “But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and 
truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” 
 

In the novel Wish You Were Here, the narrator must deal with the sudden death of her father. She goes to collect his 
personal belongings—a wallet, eyeglasses, and a ring. Seeing these possessions, she thinks, “Identity, insight, heart: 
the only things we leave behind.” 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

We “leave behind” all material things, but her observation speaks of the lasting legacies of human life. Jesus taught 
the woman at the well that it is the spiritual—not the material—which endures. He told her, “God is spirit, and 
those who worship [God] must worship in in spirit and truth.” The woman’s life had been tumultuous and her 
relationships fleeting, and Jesus wanted her to know that human life holds much greater promise than what we see 
on the surface. 
 

As physical beings, we struggle to survive and thrive in a material world. But even when earthly circumstances 
challenge us, we find meaning in the “spirit and truth” of a loving Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer. Like the 
character in the novel, we may only see the surface things. But in seeking God, we recognize and point toward an 
invisible but eternal legacy. 
 

We leave for others much more than a wallet, eyeglasses, and a ring. 

 
Carol Mead is priest-in-charge at St. Peter’s-by-the-Lake Episcopal Church in Brandon, Mississippi. You can learn more about Carol 
and her journey to Holy Ordinary on her website: www.holyordinary.com.  
 

http://www.holyordinary.com/


 

Calendar for February 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Saturdays Evening Prayer, Rite II     6:00 pm  Online 
 

Sundays Morning Prayer, Rite II     9:00 am  Chapel 

 Holy Eucharist, Rite II   11:00 am  Nave 

 Children’s Sunday Schoo   10:00 am  Education Building 
 

Mondays, Tuesdays Evening Prayer, Rite II     6:00 pm  Online 

 

Wednesdays Book Club      10:30 am  Library 

 Holy Eucharist, Rite II          Noon  Chapel 

                                                   Evening Prayer, Rite II     6:00 pm  Nave and online 

 Bible Study      6:30 pm  Library 
 

Thursdays, Fridays Evening Prayer, Rite II     6:00 pm  Online 
 

Wednesday, February 2 Eucharist forFeast of the Presentation   6:00 pm  Nave and online 

 (Candlemas) 
  

Tuesday, February 15 Vestry meeting      5:30 pm  Library 
 

Saturdays, February 12, 18 Garden Group work session    8:00 am  Rose Garden 
 

Sunday, February 20 Organ Concert by Bruce Power,    2:30 pm  Nave 

                                                   celebrating Advent, Christmas, Epiphany 

   
 

 
 

Prayer List 
 

Steve Abramson 
Paula Bedenbender 
Ellen Dunlop Belote 
Mary Berth 
Margaret Boudreaux 
Martha Brotherton 
Nikki Brown 
Sarah Lou Coyle 
John Craig 
Drew Dodson Family 
Addylaide Evanson 
Joe Bob Evanson 

Floyd “Buzzy” Farrar 
Maggie Fowle 
John August Gianforte 
James Edward Griffith 
Richard Hadwin 
Sandra Hadwin           
Chris Harper 
Josh Harrel 
Mike Hathaway 
Zoey Hathaway 
John Hellyer 
Peggy Hellyer 

Elizabeth Ingram 
Peggy Kirkland and family 
David Lewis 
Maureen Locke 
Mim McCoy 
Della McCranie 
Kelly Rutz 
Brady Sessions 
Irene Sharp 
Ralph Sharp 
Mary Ann Shemwell 
Linda Sirman and family 

Angela Smith 
Catherine Spaht 
Paul Spaht 
Wally Springerley 
Robert Todd 
Cynthia Walker 
Louis Wallace 
Connie Wiggins 
Bill Wright 
Mary Wright 
Sheryl Wright 

 
 We pray for those who serve and are served by Holy Cross Villas and Holy Cross Villas West. 

 

In the diocesan cycle of prayer, we pray for St. Thomas’, Monroe, the Very Rev. Dawnell Stodghill (Whit+);  
for St. Patrick’s, West Monroe, the Rev. Rob Harkness (Debbie);  

for St. Alban’s, Monroe, the Rev. Whit Stodghill (Dawnell+);  
for Iglesia Episcopal La Esperanza de Familias Unidas, Monroe, the Rev. Whit Stodghill (Dawnell+); 

 for Trinity, Natchitoches, the Rev. Suzanne Wolfenbarger (Bill);  
and for Epiphany, New Iberia, the Rev. Annie Etheredge (Jim). 

 



Lay Ministries 

 

The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany: January 30, 2022 

 
Lectors: Becky Snodgrass, Mike Wilkerson 

Prayers of the People: Mike Wilkerson 
Eucharistic Ministers: Robert Henley, Herschel Richard 

Acolyte: Herschel Richard 
Ushers: Carolyn Mahlen, Donna Neal 

Altar Guild: Becky Snodgrass, Laura Wilkerson 
 
 

The Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany: February 6, 2022  

 
Lectors: Melissa Fowle, Robert Henley 

Prayers of the People: Sr. Cecilia Horton 
Eucharistic Ministers: Sr. Cecilia Horton, Robert Henley  

Acolyte: Herschel Richard 
Ushers: Laura Wilkerson, Mike Wilkerson 

Altar Guild: Laura Wilkerson, Mike Wilkerson  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Service Music 

 
The Fourth Sunday after Epiphany: January 30, 2022 

 

            Mass:              Powell and Hurd 
            Psalm 71:1-6:  R. N. Kennedy 
            Hymns:          569 Russia; 440 Liebster Jesu; 649 Dickinson College; 379 Abbot’s Leigh 
            Anthem:         A Canticle of Peace—Clokey  
            Solo:               Pray for Peace--Poulenc 
            Organ:            Prayer for Peace—F. Snow; Song of Peace—Langlais; Wine of Peace—Camilleri; 
                                    A light to lighten the Gentiles, Op. 48—Dupré 



The Presentation of Our Lord (Candlemas): February 2, 2022, 6:00 pm 
 

Introit:    Behold, our Lord will come—Tune VIII.2 
Mass:      Mathias and Hurd 
Hymns:   257 St. Flavian; 436 Truro 
Canticle:  Nunc dimittis in C minor—Dyson 
Solo:         When to the temple Mary went—Eccard 
Organ:     A light to lighten the Gentiles, Op. 48--Dupré 

 
The Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany: February 6, 2022 

 
           Mass:          421 Decius, Proulx, and Hurd 
           Psalm 138:  R. N. Kennedy 
           Hymns:      362 Nicaea; 661 Georgetown; 339 Schmücke dich; 381 Ton-y-Botel 
           Anthem:     Rise, crowned with light--Willan 
           Organ:        Fantasy in the First Mode—Morley; Partita in B Flat: Prelude; Prelude in C—Krebs; 
                               Prelude in B—Saint-Saëns 
 

 
________________________________________ 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Annual Parish Meeting 

At the parish meeting on Sunday, January 16, members elected three new vestry members: 

Tommie Sue Brooks, Lyman McKellar, and Becky Snodgrass. A vestry meeting immediately 

followed the parish meeting, and the new vestry elected the following officers:  

Senior Warden: David Richard 

Junior Warden: Ginger Paul 

Secretary: Becky Snodgrass 

We thank the new vestry members and officers for their commitment to Holy Cross. At the 

meeting, Organist and Choirmaster Bruce Power announced that he will retire in July. The 

attendees were unanimous in expressing that he will be greatly missed. 

 

Our Piano Returns 

On January 21, our long-awaited Steinway piano was returned to Holy Cross after a 

complete restoration, and is now located in our new choir room. The restoration, done 

by Pendly Piano Gallery, is in memory of beloved church member Trish Peyton.                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                                             
 

Candlemas 

Join us online or in person on February 2 at 6:00 pm for a special midweek evening 

Eucharist to celebrate the Feast of the Presentation, also known as Candlemas.                                                                                                                                            

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Come to Sunday School! 
By Priest Mary Richard 

 

We’re starting up again, and we have a great curriculum. Weaving God’s Promises is an Episcopal curriculum 

written at two levels: for children ages 3-11, and for youth ages 12-14. As both lessons each Sunday cover 

the same material, we will adapt the lessons to the ages and numbers of our Holy Cross children. 
 

The stories of our faith, from both the Hebrew Scripture and the New Testament, are the core of the lessons. 

Included also are the sacraments, seasons, and feast days of the Episcopal Church; the beliefs and worship of 

our church; and our life in the community as followers of Jesus. 
 

The “Mission” of Weaving God’s Promises 

 To teach children and youth how God’s promises of salvation are woven into our lives. 

 To teach children and youth the way of Christ, not only in the church but also in the world as Christ’s 

ambassadors. 

 To give children and youth a solid grounding for future youth and high school formation programs 

which will prepare them for Christian adulthood. 

 To foster the spiritual formation and growth of our children and youth in Christ’s love and mercy, and 

to teach the spirit of forgiveness and reconciliation. 
 

The curriculum is planned in a three-year cycle. We are beginning with Year Three because our Lectionary 

places the Eucharistic readings in Year Three. Just as we will read lessons from Luke in worship, the gospel 

lessons in Sunday School will come from the Gospel of Luke. 
 

Year Three: Weaving God’s Beloved Community 

 How we are called by God to live in loving community with one another and fulfill God’s promises for 

us in the healing of all creation. 

 Theme: We are called by God to live as One Body in Christ, loving our neighbors as ourselves. 

 Focus on the Gospel of Luke, with emphasis on our holy calling to care for others and the gospel values 

of welcome, inclusion, compassion, mercy, forgiveness, justice, and liberation. 
 

Please bring your children to Sunday School on Sunday mornings at 10:00.  

We will bring the children to church at 10:50 for the 11:00 Eucharist. 
 

Teachers are David, Herschel, and Mary Richard, with help from Carolyn Mahlen, Bill Richard, and 

Father Garrett. If you feel called to help or teach, we would love to have you!  Please tell Father 

Garrett you would like to join us. We hope to see our children and youth, and their friends! 
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Mission Statement: The Church of the Holy Cross, Shreveport, Louisiana, strives to be the presence of Jesus Christ in our 
community and beyond, through worship of Almighty God, open inquiry, sharing fellowship, valued diversity, genuine inclusiveness, and 
servant leadership—encouraging all to exercise God’s gifts and calling as we share the Gospel of Hope in programs, to serve without 
regard for religious affiliation, race, or economic status.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hope House:  There is an ongoing need for coffee, sugar, creamer, laundry detergent pods, disposable razors, 

and personal-size hygiene products (soap, shampoo, deodorant, etc.) Please take your donations to 762 Austen 
Place or to the church office. Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Forward Day by Day for February and March, in both standard and large-print editions, is available in 

the Narthex and the Undercroft.     

 
The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry, Ph.D., D. D. XXVII Presiding Bishop 
The Rt. Rev. Jacob Owensby, Ph.D., D. D. IV Bishop of Western Louisiana 
The Rev. J. Garrett Boyte, M.Div.  Rector 
The Rev. Mary Richard  Rector Emerita 
The Rev. Kenneth W. Paul Rector Emeritus 
The Rev. Donald D. Heacock Director, Holy Cross Child Placement Agency 
Mr. Bruce Power Organist-Choirmaster 
Mrs. Laurie Connell Office Administrator 
Mr. Charles Alford  Sexton 
Mr. Brian Jackson                                                                                                                              Assistant Sexton 
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