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Please see calendar. 
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Contact Information 
Telephone: (318) 222-3325 

Fax: (318) 681-9506 
Rector’s email: 

rector@churchholycross.org  
Office email: 

church@churchholycross.org  
 

Please visit our website  
https://churchholycross.org 

 

Please follow us on 
Facebook and YouTube 

Church of the Holy Cross 
Shreveport 

 

 

Contact the Editor 
Please send material for articles, 

along with ideas, suggestions, 
 or complaints to 

lynn.walford@lsus.edu  
 

 

 
 

The Season of Advent                                       
 
 

                                                                                                                                                                  

The season of Advent marks the 
beginning of the Church Year. For 
those playing along at home, we are 
now in Year C for the Revised 
Common Lectionary (RCL) cycle, and 
Year 2 for the Daily Office Lectionary 
cycle. 

 

In some places, Advent is looked upon 
as a season marked by Hope, Peace, 
Love, and Joy. And that’s all well and good. But I commend to you an 
observance marked by the four traditional themes, which we will focus on each 
Sunday in the service: Death, Judgment, Heaven, and Hell.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

Seems a bit of a downer, right? Who wants to talk about death when hope is an 
option? Or judgment? Heaven might be a good topic, but Hell? From an 
Episcopal pulpit!? But I ask only that you hear me out. At the time of this 
writing, the previous Sunday focused on Death. And while certainly a downer, it 
is also something that so desperately needs to be addressed, especially during 
this time of the year when so many are missing loved ones who have died.  
 

If you’ve not heard the sermon I preached on grief and death, I encourage you 
to listen to it on our website. But the gist of it can be found in this paragraph: 
 

Certainly the pain of longing, of grief, of unrequited love, rejection, and 
all other frustrated desires is exceedingly difficult. But the satisfaction of 
these desires will be more than we can possibly imagine. Death is evil. 
But death shall die, as the one who longs for us satisfies his desire to see 
us face to face by shattering the tomb and shuttering Hell. But if we 
wish to see him, we must persevere in faith and hope that he will keep 
his word and not abandon us to the power of the grave. And grief is 
one of the ways we do this, because what is grief if not love persevering 
in the face of death? Let us continue. Such is our Christian life. 
 

And Judgment? Must we talk about Judgment? It seems so judgmental (insert 
rimshot sound here). I submit that we must, if for no other reason than to 
declare that there is no sin which can silence the Gospel of Jesus Christ. If 
you’re reading this, go and listen to the sermon for Advent II, which is about  
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Judgment. I would say more, but at the time of writing this, I 
haven’t finished the sermon for Advent II yet. Rest assured, 
however, tht the theme of Judgment in Advent, while daunting, is 
ultimately good news. 
 

Advent begins a cycle which gives us a narrative of the life of 
Christ. We focus on the prophets, the coming, the second coming, 
etc. We then move into Christmas and Epiphany, Lent and Easter. 
Then this wondrous narrative cycle concludes on Trinity Sunday 
before the long stretch of the season after Pentecost. This narrative of the life of Christ is important for many 
reasons, but I want especially to note that it invites us to look at the narratives of our own lives. And it invites us to 
ask where our stories are similar to or different from the story of Jesus. 
 

And this will either comfort you or frighten you, but the Judgment is nothing more and nothing less than God 
Almighty telling our story to us. Advent reminds and encourges us to have a story worth hearing, while also 
reminding and encouraging us to trust in him who has invited us to his story. His story is the greatest story ever 
told, after all. 
 

Heaven and Hell must be talked about because as much as Advent is a 
season of preparation for Christmas, it’s also a season of the Last Things. 
It’s a season wherein we acknowledge and prepare for the coming Kingdom 
of God, not just in the manger on Christmas morning, not just in our hearts 
and everyday lives, but at the end of the ages in power and glory. 
 

Advent is a season in which we lay bare our hopes and our fears, our 
expectations and our disappointments. It’s a season that is very human, 
which is fitting as preparation for Christmas. In Christmas, we celebrate 
God becoming a human being. And if we are truly to begin to appreciate 
that wondrous miracle of the Incarnation, if we truly want to contemplate the mystery of God becoming human, we 
must first ask what it means for us to be human. This is what Advent does. 

The Rev. Garrett Boyte 
. 

 

Calendar for December 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Saturdays Evening Prayer, Rite II     6:00 pm  Online 
 

Sundays Morning Prayer, Rite II     9:00 am  Chapel 

 Holy Eucharist, Rite II   11:00 am  Nave 

  

Mondays, Tuesdays Evening Prayer, Rite II     6:00 pm  Online 

 

Wednesdays Book Club      10:30 am  Library 

 Holy Eucharist, Rite II          Noon  Chapel 

                                                   Evening Prayer, Rite II     6:00 pm  Nave and online 
 

Thursdays, Fridays Evening Prayer, Rite II     6:00 pm  Online 
 

Friday, December 24 Christmas Eve Music           4:30 pm, 10:30 pm  Nave 

                                                   Christmas Eve Eucharist           5:00 pm, 11:00 pm   
 

Saturday, December 25 Christmas Day Breakfast     8:00 am  In front of Chuch 

                                                   Christmas Day Service     9:00 am  Nave   
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Holy Ordinary 
Finding God in the Everyday 

                           

 
Hastening 

 
(2 Peter 3:11-18) Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be in leading lives of holiness 
and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God. . . . Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, 
strive to be found by him at peace. . . . 
 

As a teenager, I would listen to a song on the radio and wish the station would play it again, or I would wait it out 
while a song played which I didn’t like. In waiting, though, I would often discover a new song, one I had not 
appreciated before. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

In all of life, waiting isn’t only virtuous—an exercise in patience—but is also a place of positive change. The book 
of 2 Peter asks, “what sort of persons ought you to be in leading lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and 
hastening the coming of the day of God.” As I read that verse, I particularly like that I not only wait for “the coming 
of the day of God,” but I can even hasten the coming of that day. 
 

How do we, living ordinary lives, “hasten” the coming of God’s kingdom into this world? We fight the urges 
planted by culture: to win, to denigrate, to condescend, to hurt. We embody the grace of God in our own actions 
rather than simply speaking of grace. After all, we’re not just waiting for the kingdom; God allows us to hasten its 
coming. So this life is not one we suffer through to get to the next one. 
 

We miss countless beautiful songs by trying to fast-forward to the next one. 

 
Carol Mead is priest-in-charge at St. Peter’s-by-the-Lake Episcopal Church in Brandon, Mississippi. You can learn more about Carol 
and her journey to Holy Ordinary on her website: www.holyordinary.com.  

http://www.holyordinary.com/


Prayer List 
 

Steve Abramson 
Ellen Dunlop Belote 
Mary Berth 
Margaret Boudreaux 
Martha Brotherton 
Marci Brown 
Corinne Campbell 
Robert Cangelose 
Mikey Carlisle 
Julie Coyle 
Sarah Lou Coyle 
Drew Dodson Family 
Jean Dooley 
Addylaide Evanson 

Joe Bob Evanson 
Ann Falter 
Floyd “Buzzy” Farrar 
Robin Foster 
Maggie Fowle 
John August Gianforte 
James Edward Griffith 
Richard Hadwin 
Sandra Hadwin           
Charles Hall  
Chris Harper 
Josh Harrel 
Barbara Hughes 
Elizabeth Ingram 

Robson Jenkins 
Linda Jordan 
Justin 
Peggy Kirkland and family 
Maureen Locke 
Mim McCoy 
Della McCranie 
Elyane Mergey 
Theresa Mormino 
Patsy 
Juanita Peterson 
Kelly Rutz 
Brady Sessions 
Mary Ann Shemwell 

Linda Sirman and family 
Angela Smith 
Catherine Spaht 
Paul Spaht 
Robert Todd 
Cynthia Walker 
Louis Wallace 
David Walsh 
Connie Wiggins 
Curtis Williams 
Bill Wright 
Mary Wright 
Sheryl Wright 

 
 

 We pray for those who serve and are served by The Philadelphia Center. 
 

In the diocesan cycle of prayer we pray for St. Luke’s, Jennings, the Rev. John Clark (Phyllis);  
for Ascension, Lafayette, the Rev. Joseph Daly, the Rev. Deacon Honey Becker,  

the Rev. Andrew Christiansen (Rachel); and for St. Barnabas, Lafayette, the Rev. Michael Bordelon (Lauren). 
 

Lay Ministries 

 

The Third Sunday of Advent: December 12 
 

Lectors: Robert Henley, Herschel Richard 
Prayers of the People: Robert Henley 

Eucharistic Ministers: Ginger Paul, Robert Henley 
Acolyte: Herschel Richard 

Ushers: Becky Snodgrass, Steve Snodgrass 
Altar Guild: Becky Snodgrass 

 

The Fourth Sunday of Advent: December 19 
 

Lectors: Carolyn Mahlen, Kirk Fontenot 
Prayers of the People: Kirk Fontenot 

Eucharistic Ministers: Carolyn Mahlen, Robert Henley 
Acolyte: Herschel Richard 

Ushers: Donna Neal, Bill Richard 
Altar Guild: Ginger Paul 

 

Christmas Eve 

 
Lectors: Melissa Fowle, David Richard (5:00); Reid Raymond (11:00) 

Prayers of the People: David Richard (5:00) 
Eucharistic Ministers: Robert Henley, Herschel Richard (5:00); Kendall Raymond, seminarian (11:00 

Acolyte: Aaron Horton (5:00 and 11:00) 
Ushers: Becky Snodgrass, Steve Snodgrass (5:00); Patrick Raymond, William Raymond (11:00) 

Altar Guild: Becky Snodgrass 



 

Service Music 

 
 

The Third Sunday of Advent: December 12 
with Virginia and Bennett Richard, strings 

 
            Introit:        O come, O come, thou Lord of might—Plainsong, Mode I                    
            Mass:          Trisagion S-102—Schubert and Hurd 
            Canticle:     The First Song of Isaiah—Hymn 679 
            Hymns:      68 Llangloffan; 76 Winchester New; 597 Jerusalem; 73 St. Stephen; 61 Wachet auf 
            Anthem:     Creator of the stars of night—Plainsong, Mode IV             
            Organ:        Verbum supernum, Op. 45—Dupré  

 
 

The Fourth Sunday of Advent: December 19 
            
           Introit:            Gabriel’s Message—anon. Basque carol 
           Mass:              Trisagion S-102—Schubert and Hurd 
           Psalm 80: 1-7  Veni Emmanuel/Tonus Peregrinus, arr. B. Power 
           Hymns:          66 Stuttgart; 438 Woodlands; 278 Rustington; 56 Veni Emmanuel 
           Anthem:         Magnificat in Cm—Dyson; Ave Maria—Vierne          
           Organ:            Prelude on Veni Emmanuel—Sowersby; Magnificat I, Op. 18—Dupré; 
                                   Magnificat Fugue, BWV 733—J. S. Bach 
 

Christmas Eve: December 24 
 

           4:30 and 10:30 pm:  Music for strings and organ, with Mary Eileen and Zackery Grant 
           5:00 and 11:00 pm:  Music for choir, strings, and organ, with Virginia and Bennett Richard (5:00 only),  
                                            and Mary Eileen and Zackery Grant  

 

                                                                                                              

 
                                                                                                  Virginia and Bennett Richard  

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 

Christmas Services:  

Christmas services are slated at Holy Cross for December 24 at 5:00 and 

11:00 pm, and Christmas morning at 9:00 am. Music for all of our Christmas 

services will be provided thanks to our organist and choirmaster Bruce Power 

and the Holy Cross choir. Music for the two Christmas Eve services will begin 

thirty minutes prior to the service, at 4:30 and 10:30 pm. We will also 

continue our tradition of serving breakfast in front of the church to our neighbors in the community 

on Christmas morning at 8:00. If you would like to participate, please bring any kind of “take-out” 

breakfast food, such as donuts, fruit, granola bars, etc.  

 

COVID Protocols 

With the Governor’s removal of the mask mandate, Bishop Owensby has also 

removed the mandate for churches as well as the prohibition against using the 

common communion cup. At Holy Cross, masks are no longer required for 

those who are vaccinated, but remain optional and will continue to be 

provided in the narthex. Those who are not vaccinated should plan to wear a 

mask. Those with underlying health issues are encouraged to wear their masks, and all are 

encouraged to do what they think is best for their health and well-being. Services will remain 

available online, and Father Garrett or a Eucharistic Visitor is more than happy to make house calls 

to deliver the sacrament. Just call the office to schedule a time. 
 

Also new is the return of the Common Cup. As we’ve made a new rota for December and January, we 

now have scheduled enough Eucharistic ministers to serve the wine as we did pre-Covid. A number 

of new people to Holy Cross have never experienced this way of receiving communion. So as a 

reminder, the priest will give you the bread to eat, and then a chalice bearer will bring you the 

chalice of wine to drink. Gently grab the base of the chalice to help guide it to your lips, and take a 

small sip. If you do not wish to drink the wine, you may leave the rail after receiving the bread or 

you may cross your arms and the chalice will be presented to you, but not offered to you to drink. 

Remember that Anglicanism has long taught that one need not receive both the blood and the body, 

but may receive communion in only one part if desired. In receiving one kind, or both, one receives 

the fullness of Christ. 

 

Christian Education Taking a Break 

Our Christian Education offerings will take a break starting in Advent, but will return 

in January. The Wednesday Bible study has almost finished The Path and will begin a 

more in-depth study next year at the same time. Sunday morning Christian 

Education and Children’s Sunday School will also resume in January. Those 

interested in volunteering for this ministry should contact Fr. Garrett. 

 



Annual Meeting 

Holy Cross’ Annual Meeting is scheduled for January 16 following the 11:00 service. Please make 

plans to attend. We will elect three new vestry members, and hear reports on the various ministries 

of Holy Cross. If you are interested in running for a vestry position, please speak or write to Father 

Garrett no later than January 9 to determine your eligibility and to talk about the work of the vestry. 

If you would like to nominate someone for a vestry position, please (after checking with them, of 

course) let Father Garrett know no later than January 9. 
                                                                             

 Acolyte Training 

Those interested in training for or remaining as acolytes should make plans to attend an acolyte 

training session on January 23 following the 11:00 service. Children ages 6-92 are welcome. Our 

older acolytes should come prepared to assist the younger ones in learning and performing their 

duties. Father Garrett will be making a smaller cross for the little ones to carry, so do not fear! 

 

 

 

World AIDS Day at Holy Cross 
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Mission Statement: The Church of the Holy Cross, Shreveport, Louisiana, strives to be the presence of Jesus Christ in our 
community and beyond, through worship of Almighty God, open inquiry, sharing fellowship, valued diversity, genuine inclusiveness, and 
servant leadership—encouraging all to exercise God’s gifts and calling as we share the Gospel of Hope in programs, to serve without 
regard for religious affiliation, race, or economic status.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hope House:  There is an ongoing need for coffee, sugar, creamer, laundry detergent pods, disposable razors, 

and personal-size hygiene products (soap, shampoo, deodorant, etc.) Please take your donations to 762 Austen 
Place or to the church office. Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Forward Day by Day for December and January, in both standard and large-print editions, is available in 

the Narthex and the Undercroft.     

 
The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry, Ph.D., D. D. XXVII Presiding Bishop 
The Rt. Rev. Jacob Owensby, Ph.D., D. D. IV Bishop of Western Louisiana 
The Rev. J. Garrett Boyte, M.Div.  Rector 
The Rev. Mary Richard  Rector Emerita 
The Rev. Kenneth W. Paul Rector Emeritus 
The Rev. Donald D. Heacock Director, Holy Cross Child Placement Agency 
Mr. Bruce Power Organist-Choirmaster 
Mrs. Laurie Connell Office Administrator 
Mr. Charles Alford  Sexton 
Mr. Brian Jackson                                                                                                                              Assistant Sexton 

mailto:rector@churchholycross.org
mailto:church@churchholycross.org
http://www.facebook.com/holycrossdowntown

